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Camp Humphreys 
soldiers honored 
during Super Bowl 


Above: Soldiers 
assigned to the 
2nd Infantry 
Division appear 
live during 
the national 
anthem before 
Super Bowl 
Llll from Camp 
Humphreys, 
South Korea, 
on Monday. 

Matt Keeler 

Stars and Stripes 


By Kim Gamel 

Stars and Stripes 

CAMP HUMPHREYS, South Korea — 
Dozens of American soldiers stationed in South 
Korea enjoyed a few seconds in the Super Bowl 
spothght when they were featured in a hve shot 
during the national anthem. 

The camera zoomed in on about 100 members 
of the 2nd Infantry Division and other units as 
Gladys Knight belted out a powerful rendition of 
“The Star-Spangled Banner.” 

“It was an absolute honor to represent the 
country,” said Maj. Jason Harrington, 36, a Patri¬ 
ots fan from Abington, Mass. “That three to five 
seconds that we had on national TV is special be¬ 
cause it really highlights the efforts, the sacrifice 
... all those key buzzwords. It goes a long way.” 
SEE HUMPHREYS ON PAGE 3 



David J. Phillip/AP 


New England Patriots’ Julian Edelman, left, and Tom Brady celebrate 
after their victory against the Los Angeles Rams at Super Bowl Llll 
in Atlanta on Sunday. See full Super Bowl coverage on pages 28-32. 
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Trump: No plan 
for US troop 
drawdown in 
South Korea 

By Kim Gamel 

Stars and Stripes 

SEOUL, South Korea — 
President Donald Trump said in 
an interview broadcast Sunday 
that he has “no plans” to withdraw 
US. forces from South Korea as 
he prepares for another summit 
with North Korea’s leader. 

The president has frequently 
complained about the expense 
of maintaining servicemembers 
on the divided peninsula. Seoul 
and Washington are involved 
in a standoff over sharing the 
$2 billion cost, raising concern 
the president may use that as an 
excuse to pull them out. 

But Trump told CBS News the 
issue hasn’t come up. 

When asked if he would keep 
US. troops in South Korea, 
Trump said: “Yeah. I mean we 
haven’t talked about anything 
else.” 

“Maybe someday. I mean, who 
knows? But, you know, it’s very 
expensive to keep troops there. 
You do know that,” he added in 
the interview with “Face the Na¬ 
tion.” “We have 40,000 troops in 
South Korea. It’s very expensive, 
but I have no plans. I’ve never 
even discussed removing them.” 

It’s not clear why he gave the 
number 40,000. Some 28,500 US. 
servicemembers are stationed in 
South Korea, although the mili¬ 
tary says that number fluctuates 
due to rotation and other factors. 

He also reiterated that plans 
for a second summit with North 
Korean leader Kim Jong Un have 
been set and said he’ll announce 
the time and place either during 
his State of the Union address 
Tuesday “or shortly before.” 

SEE TRUMP ON PAGE 7 

■ Iraqi president 
rejects Trump’s 
plan to ‘watch Iran’ 
from military bases 
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Pegasus aircraft 
set for debut in 
New Hampshire 

Associated Press 

NEWINGTON, N.H. — The New Hampshire Air 
National Guard is set to become the first guard unit 
in the country to receive the Air Force’s new aerial 
refueling tanW, the KC-46A Pegasus. 

Seacoastonline.com reports the first of 12 aircraft 
are due to begin arriving in New Hampshire in late 
summer or early fall. The new planes will replace the 
KC-135 tankers now flown from the Pease Air Na¬ 
tional Guard base in Newington. 

“It’s the oldest flying aircraft 
and it’s Boeing,’’ said Col. Paul 
Loiselle, KC-46A program chief 
for Pease, referring to the KC-135 
tankers, which were designed in 
the 1950s. “We have the oldest 
Boeing and we’re going to get the 
newest Boeing.’’ 

Col. John Pogorek, the com¬ 
mander of the 157th Air Refuel¬ 
ing Wing, said a flaw in the new 
plane, related to a camera on the 
fuel boom, will have no effect on 
the plane’s deployment to New 
Hampshire. 

A New Hampshire guard of¬ 
ficial says the flaw would not 
prevent air guard members 
from carrying out their mission of in-air aircraft 
refueling. 

The flaw is in the vision system that controls the 
refueling boom. With the KC-135, the boom operator 
lays prone at the back of the aircraft, looking out a 
window to manipulate the boom into place. With the 
new plane, the operator sits forward and uses a joy¬ 
stick to manipulate the boom based on images sent 
from a camera mounted on the boom. The problem 
arises when the tanker is flying directly away from 
the sun and the boom operator’s onscreen vision is 
sometimes obscured by sun glare. 

The last KC-135 will leave Pease on March 24. 


^We have 
the oldest 
Boeing 
and we’re 
going to 
get the 
newest 
Boeing. ^ 

Col. Paul 
Loiselle 

KC-46A program 
chief for Pease 



Eric Gay/AP 


Members of the U.S. military install multiple tiers of concertina wire on Nov. 16, 2018, along the banks of the Rio 
Grande near the Juarez-Uncoln Bridge at the U.S.-Mexico border in Laredo, Texas. 


Pentagon sending 3,750 more troops to border 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The Pentagon 
said Sunday it will send 3,750 more 
troops to the U.S.-Mexico border to put 
up another 150 miles of concertina wire 
and provide other support for Customs 
and Border Protection. 

The additions will bring the total 
number of active-duty troops on the 
border to 4,350. 

The announcement is in line with 
what Acting Defense Secretary Pat 
Shanahan had said on Tuesday when he 
provided estimates for the next phase 
of a military mission that has grown in 
size and length. Critics have derided it 


as a political ploy by the White House 
as President Donald Trump seeks bil¬ 
lions to build a border wall. 

Shanahan said on Tuesday that sever¬ 
al thousand more troops would be sent 
mainly to install additional wire barri¬ 
ers and provide a large new system of 
mobile surveillance and monitoring of 
the border area. Sunday’s announce¬ 
ment said the mobile surveillance mis¬ 
sion would last through Sept. 30. 

Members of Congress have ques¬ 
tioned whether the border mission is 
distracting troops from their main 
work of fighting extremists abroad and 
training for combat. The first active- 


duty troops were sent to the border on 
about Oct. 30 for a mission that was to 
end Dec. 15. It has since been extended 
twice. 

Vice Adm. Mike Gilday, the director 
of operations for the Joint Staff, told the 
panel that he does not believe military 
readiness has been significantly af¬ 
fected. He said some units have missed 
training opportunities because of the 
deployment and others have seen less 
time at home between deployments 
than the military likes to provide. 

But he said there is an effort to rotate 
servicemembers in and out of the mis¬ 
sion every six to eight weeks in order to 
minimize any impact. 
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Troops up before dawn to watch game at Bagram 



U.S. troops waiting for transport watch the Super Bowl at Bagram 
Air Field’s rotary PAX terminal on Monday in Afghanistan. 


By Phillip Walter Wellman 

Stars and Stripes 

BAGRAM AIR FIELD, Af¬ 
ghanistan — As sounds of cheer 
erupted on the television screen, 
a group of about 20 American 
servicemembers stretched and 
yawned — and one awoke from 
sleep looking lost. 

The New England Patriots had 
just defeated the Los Angeles 
Rams to win the 2019 Super Bowl, 
and the troops had been up since 
before dawn to watch the game. 

The viewing party at the Pat 
Tillman Memorial USO, named 
for the former Arizona Cardinals 
safety and Army Ranger killed in 
Afghanistan in 2004, was adorned 
with football-shaped decorations. 
It was just one of several events 
held at the United States’ largest 
military base in Afghanistan to 
mark America’s most-watched 
televised sporting event. 

The kickoff, 6:30 p.m. Sunday 
in Atlanta, was at 4 a.m. Monday 
here. Festivities, which included 
multiple watch parties, raffles 
and buffet spreads full of familiar 
snacks from back home, began 
about an hour earlier. 

“It’s not a big deal,” said Army 
Spc. Alyssa Johnson, a Rams fan, 
when asked about waking early 
for the game. “It’s for football and 
an easy sacrifice to make.” 

Johnson was one of several 
dozen people at the base’s main 
Super Bowl party, held at a co¬ 
alition recreation center. Like 
him, most attendees at that event 


seemed energized. 

“I’ve been to some college par¬ 
ties, and this is up there with 
those,” said Johnson, standing 
in front of a large cake with the 
Rams’ and Patriots’ logos on it. 
An adjacent buffet included Super 
Bowl staples like nachos, mozza¬ 
rella sticks and pizza. 

Although he expected to be 
tired later in the day. Army Spc. 


Phillip Walter WELLMAN/Stars and Stripes 


Tyler Chmieleski also said it was 
worth waking up early to watch. 

“I’m a big Patriots fan. My 
whole family is from the New 
England area, so to watch them 
play in another Super Bowl is a 
good thing to experience, even if 
it’s at three in the morning,” he 
said. “I’ll just have to have a lot of 
coffee and energy drinks to keep 
me going for the rest of the day.” 


The game was projected on two 
large screens in different rooms at 
the center. One showed an Armed 
Forces Network broadcast, which 
didn’t air Super Bowl commer¬ 
cials, long a 
highlight of 
the annual 
spectacle. 
Nearly every¬ 
one chose to 
watch a sec¬ 
ond version, 
streamed 
by the NFL, 
which includ¬ 
ed the ads. 

“The com¬ 
mercials 
are half the 
reason why 
people want 
to come out,” 
said Don 
Baumgartner, Morale, Welfare 
and Recreation director at the 
base and the event’s organizer. 

CBS was selling 30 seconds of 
commercial airtime for more than 
$5 million, Bloomberg reported. 
A series of “Game of Thrones”- 
inspired Budweiser ads went over 
particularly well with the crowd, 
who couldn’t drink themselves 
while watching the game because 
of rules barring troops in Afghan¬ 
istan from consuming alcohol. 

Baumgartner was happy with 
this year’s turnout and said most 
of the servicemembers were ap¬ 
preciative despite the early hour. 
“People like the atmosphere and 
like being able to watch the game 


with their battle buddies,” he 
said. 

At halftime, Baumgartner 
drew the winners of a pair of door 
prizes, a Nintendo Switch and an 
Xbox One. 

Army Spc. Charles Sila, a Cali¬ 
fornia native, had the first ticket 
number called and claimed his 
choice of video game console. 

“Right before the raffle, my 
friends asked, ‘What do we want 
to win?’ and I said, ‘The Switch 
because I don’t have one of those 
and I want to play Mario Party,”’ 
Sila said. “So I’m pretty pleased 
with the raffle. That was a good 
idea.” 

Though not an official event, 
troops waiting for weather-de¬ 
layed transport at Bagram’s he¬ 
licopter passenger terminal also 
cheered as they watched the 
game on small screens in the 
waiting area, a much more spar¬ 
tan setting with metal chairs and 
fridges full of bottled water. 

With a 13-3 victory — the low¬ 
est-scoring Super Bowl in history 
— the Patriots broke a tie with the 
Pittsburgh Steelers for the most 
wins in playoff history, 36, and 
tied the Steelers’ record six Super 
Bowl victories. 

Although he didn’t get to wit¬ 
ness as many touchdowns as he 
would have hoped for, Sila said it 
was still worth the early wake-up 
to watch. 

“It’s been great,” he said. “It 
really feels like I’m back home.” 

wellman.phillip@stripes.com 
Twitter: ©pwweilman 


It’s not 
a big deal 
(getting up 
early). It’s 
for football 
and an 
easy 

sacrifice to 
make. ^ 

Spc. Alyssa 
Johnson 

Rams fan 



Far left: Soldiers 
assigned to the 
2nd Infantry 
Division stand 
ready for a live 
appearance during 
Super Bowl LIN at 
Camp Humphreys, 
South Korea, on 
Monday. Left: 

Four soldiers 
rooting for the 
New England 
Patriots pose at 
2ID headquarters. 

Photos by Matt Keeler/ 

Stars and Stripes 


Humphreys: Troops upbeat about the game, feeling a sense of home 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

The Super Bowl traditionally 
honors the military, but it was the 
first time the 2nd ID appeared in 
the brief live shot before kickoff 
The New England Patriots went 
on to beat the Los Angeles Rams 
13-3. 

Pvt. Searcy Storey, 22, who 
later put a Patriots shirt on over 
his fatigues, said it helped him 
feel less homesick since it was the 
first time he wasn’t able to watch 


the Super Bowl with his family 
near Fort Worth, Texas. 

“It felt rewarding. It made me 
feel better about being away from 
my family,” he said. 

Due to the time difference, 
the troops gathered before dawn 
on Monday to appear in the live 
satellite feed from the 2nd ID 
headquarters building on Camp 
Humphreys, a sprawling Army 
garrison south of Seoul. 

Many said they were motivated 


by the chance to be on TV as well 
as an offer of a day off in exchange 
for showing up. 

A few South Korean soldiers 
also joined the crowd to represent 
the fact that 2nd ID is a combined 
division that includes service- 
members from the allied nation. 

Pfc. Dionne Crawford, 19, of 
Wilson, N.C., was excited her 
family would see her on TV. “My 
brother told me to root for the Pa¬ 
triots,” she said before the game. 


Pfc. Tom Johansen, 28, of Myr¬ 
tle Beach, S.C., was hoping the 
Rams would win since “they’re 
the underdogs” in the game. 

Division commander M^. Gen. 
Scott McKean also joked with 
sportscasters in an interview dur¬ 
ing pregame coverage on CBS. 
The two-star asked commentator 
Nate Burleson if the San Francis¬ 
co 49ers would be able to compete 
next year with the Rams. Then he 
added a warning. 


“Nate, before you answer that, 
remember we got lots of tanks 
and helicopters over here, so I 
just want to make sure you take 
that into your consideration,” he 
said, surrounded by soldiers, in¬ 
cluding a few wearing fan gear. 

“Well, they’re going to win the 
Super Bowl since you put it like 
that,” Burleson responded. 

gamel.kim@stripes.com 
Twitter: @kimgamel 
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Courtesy photo 



Kathryn R.C. REAVEs/Courtesy of the U.S. Air Force 


Above: U.S. Air Force Capt. Zoe “SiS” Kotnik, F-16 Viper 
Demonstration Team commander and pilot, smiles after a 
certification flight at Joint Base Langley-Eustis, Va., Jan. 29. Kotnik 
performed more than 30 practice missions before the certification. 

Left: Kotnik performs a precision aerial demonstration near Shaw Air 
Force Base, S.C., on Dec. 20. She completed more than six months 
of training in preparation for the F-16 VDFs 2019 air show season, 
her first as team commander. 


'Higher, further and faster than anyone else' 

Air Force names first female fighter pilot to command F-16 Viper Demonstration Team 


By Chad Garland 

Stars and Stripes 

The Air Force has named its first female 
commander of a single-aircraft demonstra¬ 
tion team, as the service looks to leverage 
the anticipated popularity of an upcoming 
superhero movie featuring a female fighter 
pilot to spur recruitment. 

Capt. Zoe “SiS” Kotnik was named pilot 
and commander of the Air Combat Com¬ 
mand’s F-16 Viper Demonstration Team 
last week after completing a series of certi¬ 
fication flights. The team showcases the F- 
16 V Viper, the latest variant of the Fighting 
Falcon, at dozens of air shows each year. 

In announcing Kotnik’s selection on 
Twitter, the team posted a video and photos 
framed and lettered like a comic panel. 

“In that instant ... she knew she could 
fly her F-16 higher, further and faster than 
anyone else,” reads text that appears in the 
images. 

The line is a clear nod to the “Captain 
Marvel” film, which premiers on March 8 
and features Brie Larson in the role of the 
titular superhero whose alter ego, Carol 
Danvers, is an F-16 pilot in the Air Force. 
Air Force pilots, including Brig. Gen. Jean- 
nie Leavitt, the service’s first female fighter 
pilot, assisted in the production. 

A new trailer, which aired during the 
Super Bowl on Sunday, showed Larson’s 


character on the flight line walking beside 
fellow pilot Maria Rambeau, played by 
Lashana Lynch. 

“About to show these boys how we do it,” 
Lynch says. “You ready?” 

Larson’s reply, which is partly echoed 
throughout the 30-second spot: “Higher, 
further, faster, baby.” 

In another nod to the movie, the Air Force 
Recruiting Service included the hashtag 
#higherfurtherfaster in a post on Friday 
announcing that Leavitt, who heads the re¬ 
cruiting service, hosted dozens of female pi¬ 
lots for an event at Edwards Air Force Base, 
Calif Kotnik was among them. 

‘Origin story’ 

“Every hero has an origin story,” said the 
post, which included a photo of the women 
on a foggy tarmac in front of a formation of 
aircraft. “We asked over 80 female pilots to 
share theirs.” 

Kotnik’s origin story started in Poynette, 
Wis., where she was bom into a family of 
aviators. Her uncle was skydiver and air 
show hall of fame pilot Charlie Hillard, who 
in 1972 became the first American to win 
the World Aerobatic Championships. Her 
mother was a private pilot. 

But Kotnik’s path to becoming a fighter 
pilot really began when she saw a NASA 
T-38 Talon supersonic jet trainer pull up 


at an air show, she told Live Airshow TV 
last fall in a video interview. The pilot shut 
down the engines, popped the canopy and 
pulled off the flight helmet, revealing a fe¬ 
male fighter pilot. 

“It was at that moment that I realized, 
‘Oh, my god, that’s exactly what I can do,”’ 
Kotnik said. 

After graduating from the Air Force 
Academy in 2011, Kotnik earned her wings 
in 2013 and learned to fly the F-16C. She’s 
since flown with the 35th Fighter Squadron 
at Kunsan Air Force Base, South Korea, 
and the 55th Fighter Squadron at Shaw Air 
Force Base, S.C., according to her official 
biography. 

Most recently, at Shaw, she flew missions 
supporting Operation Noble Eagle — the 
air defense mission to prevent another 9/11 
— and served as an instructor pilot training 
new F-16 wingmen. 

Certification 

She’s clocked more than 1,000 flying 
hours, but before cinching her spot as 
pilot and commander of the demonstration 
team for the next two years, she completed 
off-station training and more than 30 prac¬ 
tice missions, then had to prove her skills 
in four certification flights. 

Gen. Mike Holmes, commander of Air 


Combat Command, certified her on Jan. 
29. 

Now, Kotnik will lead a team of 17 air¬ 
men assigned to Shaw’s 20th Operations 
Group as they travel to more than 20 air 
shows showcasing the F-16’s maneuver¬ 
ability to an estimated 10 million specta¬ 
tors each year, the Air Force said. 

The Viper team, one of four single-air¬ 
craft performance teams in the Air Com¬ 
bat Command, is a key part of the service’s 
recruiting efforts. The command also 
oversees an A-10 Thunderbolt II team and 
an F-22 Raptor team. Newly added for the 
2019 season is an F-35 Lightning II dem¬ 
onstration team. The F-35 previously flew 
only in the command’s heritage formation 
alongside fighters from previous eras. 

Kotnik’s team is in preseason training 
and is slated to perform their first show in 
Key West, Fla., March 30-31. 

Kotnik said she’s looking forward to hav¬ 
ing the effect on younger generations the 
NASA T-38 pilot had on her. 

“I know firsthand how impactful air 
shows can be and what a difference it 
makes to young people to see just one ex¬ 
ample of what they, too, can do,” she said. 
“I hope to be a source of inspiration and 
motivation they can draw from.” 

garland.chad(i)stripes.com 
Twitter; @chadgarland 


2 Germans arrested after shooting blanks near Army base 


By John Vandiver 
Stars and Stripes 

Two German men were taken 
into custody Sunday after police 
swarmed near U.S. Army Eu¬ 
rope’s Clay Kaserne headquar¬ 
ters in Wiesbaden, Germany, in 
response to sounds of gunfire in 
the vicinity of the base. 

German police said the sus¬ 


pects fired blanks in the direction 
of Clay Kaserne’s airfield while 
driving in a white van. 

The men, ages 20 and 26, later 
told police they were unaware 
that they were firing near a U.S. 
military base. 

The sound of the shots, reported 
by a resident in the area, sparked 
a large-scale police response that 
included a helicopter to help in the 


search for the suspects. The men 
used a starter pistol, which was 
later found in their vehicle. West 
Hessen pohce said in a release. 

“Both men were driving on 
L3028 from Nordenstadt to 
Delkenheim, while firing several 
shots towards the U.S. airfield 
out of their moving vehicle,” po¬ 
lice said. 

U.S. Army Europe said Monday 


that the entire incident happened 
off post and that it was unaware of 
any U.S. personnel being involved 
in the response. 

At about 8:40 p.m., police from 
Wiesbaden and neighboring direc¬ 
torates were deployed to the area. 

The suspects were found at 
their apartments in the Delken¬ 
heim industrial area, police said. 


They were taken into custody and 
later released. 

“The two young men surely 
learned the lesson that it is not 
a good idea to shoot into the air 
with a gun close to a U.S. prop¬ 
erty,” German police said. 

Marcus Kloeckner contributed to this 
story. 

vandiver.johndistripes.com 
Twitter: (I)john_vandiver 
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Taliban to take part in Intra-Afghan' talks 



By Kathy Gannon 
AND Rahim Faiez 
Associated Press 

ISLAMABAD — The Taliban 
said Monday they will participate 
in “intra-Afghan” talks in Mos¬ 
cow designed to bring together 
prominent Afghan figures, in¬ 
cluding former President Hamid 
Karzai, opposition figures and 
tribal elders — but no Kabul gov¬ 
ernment officials. 

The two-day meeting in the 
Russian capital, which starts 
Tuesday, is seen as another step 
in a process aimed at resolving 
Afghanistan’s 17-year war, one 
that has accelerated since the ap¬ 
pointment last September of U.S. 
peace envoy Zalmay Khalilzad. 

Khalilzad has been holding 
separate negotiations with the 
Taliban even as he presses for a 
dialogue that would bring togeth¬ 
er all key Afghan players. 

Afghan President Ashraf 
Ghani’s office criticized the 
meeting in Moscow, saying that 
Afghan politicians attending the 
gathering were doing so “in order 
to gain power.” Ghani’s chief ad¬ 
viser, Fazel Fazly, tweeted that it 
was “regrettable.” 

Suhail Shaheen, spokesman 
for the Taliban’s political office 
in the Gulf Arab state of Qatar, 
confirmed the insurgents’ par¬ 
ticipation. A 10-member Taliban 
delegation would be led by Sher 
Mohammad Abbas Stanikzai. 

The Taliban have refused to 
talk to Ghani’s government, which 
they denounce as a U.S. puppet. 

A statement released on Mon¬ 
day by Afghans attending the 
Moscow meeting described it as 
“the first step toward intra-Af¬ 
ghan dialogue.” Along with Kar¬ 


zai, the former president, many of 
the 38 delegates from Kabul have 
held prominent government posi¬ 
tions. Two presidential hopefuls 
are among those going to Mos¬ 
cow, including Hanif Atmar, who 
resigned as Ghani’s security ad¬ 
viser last August, apparently over 
differences with the president. 

Also on the list are power¬ 
ful warlords-turned-politicians 
and former Taliban insurgents 
who reconciled with the Kabul 
administration. 

The only woman on the list. 


lawmaker and activist Fawzia 
Koofi, has been an outspoken 
advocate for women’s rights and 
girls’ education. The Taliban 
ruled Afghanistan from 1996 to 
2001, imposing harsh forms of Is¬ 
lamic law limiting women’s edu¬ 
cation and rights. 

Karzai tweeted he was travel¬ 
ing to Moscow with “a message 
of peace, unity, sovereignty and 
progress for all of us; the men, 
women and children of our be¬ 
loved country.” 

However, Abdullah Abdullah, 


the country’s chief executive, said 
the Afghan government should be 
at the center of any peace talks, 
adding that Kabul “would prefer 
the Moscow meeting had a differ¬ 
ent shape.” 

Abdullah said that Taliban 
were the biggest obstacle to 
peace, but that if the Moscow 
meeting creates “an opening for 
real peace talks, it would still be 
a step forward.” 

The Taliban have been stag¬ 
ing near-daily attacks, inflicting 
heavy casualties on the embat¬ 


tled Afghan army and security 
forces. 

The Moscow gathering is likely 
to further isolate Ghani, who has 
been irked by Khalilzad’s direct 
talks with the Taliban as well as 
the U.S. envoy’s successive rounds 
of talks in regional countries. 

The Russian government has 
denied orchestrating the meet¬ 
ing. Monday’s statement from 
Kabul said the Council of Afghan 
Society, a Moscow-based orga¬ 
nization of the Afghan diaspora, 
was behind it. 

Russia’s Foreign Ministry said 
the meetings are an Afghan ini¬ 
tiative aimed at laying the foun¬ 
dation for an eventual peace 
process. 

“The Russian side welcomes 
this initiative of Afghanistan’s 
civil society and believes that a 
direct dialogue between Afghans 
can make a political dialogue in 
Afghanistan more inclusive and 
open the way for engaging armed 
opposition,” said the Russian 
statement. 

“The planned meeting effec¬ 
tively implements the principle 
of a peace process led by the Af¬ 
ghans and owned by the Afghans, 
which has been approved by the 
international community.” 

The statement did not address 
the absence of Afghan govern¬ 
ment representatives or Ghani’s 
criticism. 

The Afghan statement issued by 
those attending the meeting said 
the participants would discuss a 
range of issues, from a cease-fire, 
supporting Khalilzad’s initiatives 
to further “intra-Afghan” talks 
and ways to ensure a “powerful 
and democratic central govern¬ 
ment” in Afghanistan. 


Iraq rejects US plan to ‘watch Iran’ from base 


Civilians killed fleeing 
ISIS-held area in Syria 


By Tamer El-Ghobashy 
AND Mustafa Salim 
The Washington Post 

Iraqi President Barham Salih 
on Monday rejected a plan floated 
by President Donald Trump that 
calls for keeping U.S. forces in 
Iraq to “watch” neighboring Iran, 
saying the United States should 
not burden Iraq with its own “pol¬ 
icy priorities.” 

Trump’s comments on Sunday 
have added to mounting concerns 
among both opponents and sup¬ 
porters of an American troop 
presence in Iraq. Their fear is that 
the White House sees the coun¬ 
try as a launch point to enforce 
Washington’s political goals in 
the region, rather than as a place 
to help Baghdad fight a persistent 
threat from Islamic State. 

After Trump made an unan¬ 
nounced visit to an air base in 
western Iraq in December, some 
Iraqi lawmakers pledged to draft 
a bill calling for the expulsion 
of American forces altogether, 
while others called for revising an 
agreement to significantly draw 
down the approximately 5,200 
American troops in the country. 

On Monday, several Iraqi of¬ 


ficials and politicians said the 
effort to expel the U.S. forces is 
gaining momentum following 
Trump’s comments during a CBS 
interview. 

Speaking at a forum in Baghdad 
on Monday, Salih said Washing¬ 
ton has never sought permission 
to use Iraq-based forces to moni¬ 
tor Iran and expressed surprise 
at the idea. 

“We will not allow this,” he 
said, adding that American forc¬ 
es are in Iraq only to assist in the 
fight against terrorism. “Iraq 
does not want to be a party or axis 
to any conflict between multiple 
countries.” 

Salih also said it in Iraq’s “fun¬ 
damental interest to develop good 
relations with our neighbors, in¬ 
cluding Iran.” Shiite-led Iran has 
strongly backed fellow Shiites 
who assumed power in Iraq after 
the 2003 U.S.-led invasion de¬ 
posed a regime headed by minor¬ 
ity Sunni Muslims under dictator 
Saddam Hussein. 

During a discussion of his ad¬ 
ministration’s plans to withdraw 
troops from Syria and reduce 
America’s military presence in 
Afghanistan, Trump said in a 
CBS interview on Sunday that 


the United States has “spent a 
fortune” building an “incredible” 
military base in Iraq. 

“We might as well keep it. And 
one of the reasons I want to keep 
it is because I want to be looking 
a little bit at Iran because Iran is 
a real problem,” he said. 

Asked if he intended to use the 
base to strike Iran, Trump said it 
would be used only to “watch.” 

He appeared to be referring 
to al-Asad Air Base in western 
Iraq, where the m^ority of the 
American troops in the country 
are located. 

Iraq’s government has been 
struggling to balance its relation¬ 
ships with Iran and the United 
States, its two biggest allies, as 
tensions between Tehran and 
Washington have risen under 
Trump’s administration. 

The United States has pres¬ 
sured Iraq to wean itself off Ira¬ 
nian natural gas, which generates 
nearly half of Iraq’s electricity, 
with promises of U.S. investment 
in the country’s crumbling infra¬ 
structure. Meanwhile, as renewed 
American sanctions on Iran begin 
to bite, Tehran will rely more 
heavily on Iraq for trade. 


Associated Press 

BEIRUT — Syrian opposi¬ 
tion activists said Monday that 
U.S.-backed Syrian fighters have 
killed nine civilians, including six 
children, who were trying to flee 
the last area controlled by Islam¬ 
ic State in eastern Syria. 

It was not immediately clear 
if the Kurdish-led Syrian Demo¬ 
cratic Forces was behind the 
shooting that killed the three 
women and six children in the 
eastern province of Deir el-Zour. 
An SDF spokesman did not im¬ 
mediately respond to request for 
comment. 

The SDF has captured, with 
U.S. military support, wide areas 
in eastern Syria from ISIS. 

More than 30,000 civilians, 
ISIS fighters and their families 
have fled zones controlled by 
the extremists and many have 
been moved to a tent settlement 
in northeastern Syria. Months of 
fighting have left hundreds of ci¬ 
vilians and fighters dead on both 
sides. 


The Britain-based Syrian Ob¬ 
servatory for Human Rights said 
the incident occurred Saturday 
night, adding that the gunfire 
came from SDF positions. It said 
the civilians had paid money 
to smugglers to take them out 
of the area controlled by the 
extremists. 

The DeirEzzor 24, an activ¬ 
ist collective, said the incident 
occurred near Tanak oil field, 
which is close to the front line 
between ISIS and the SDF, blam¬ 
ing the Kurdish-led force for the 
shooting. 

The SDF said in a statement 
Monday that it captured three for¬ 
eign ISIS members — a German, 
a Saudi Arabian and an Egyptian 
— on Feb. 1. 

The Kurdish-led force is hold¬ 
ing more than 700 non-Syrian 
ISIS fighters from more than 40 
countries. Few have been re¬ 
turned to their home nations. 
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Army to dismantle nuclear reactor in Va. 



Photos by Calla KESSLER/The Washington Post 


A diorama of SM-l, a former nuclear power plant, is located at Fort Belvoir in Alexandria, Va. 



Above: The Army Corps of Engineers plans to decommission SM-l, 
where visitors were made aware of “lead-based paint, dust, just 
nasty stuff.” Below: The control room of SM-l resembles a battered 
old prop from an episode of “Star Trek.” 



By Michael E. Ruane 

The Washington Post 

B ehind the locked gates 
of Building 372 at Fort 
Belvoir in Virginia, past 
the door to the huge 
containment vessel where a sign 
warns of radiation, a large button 
on the control panel is covered in 
red plastic and reads, “manual 
scram.” 

This is the emergency shutdown 
button, which nuclear legend says 
was pushed when it was time to 
scram. 

But these days, the dark interior 
of the Army’s historic nuclear re¬ 
actor, once called an “atomic-age 
miracle machine,” is a maze of 
rusted pipes, peeling paint and 
pressure gauges reading zero. 

Keys in the control panel haven’t 
been turned in years, and switches 
are set to “off” 

The world’s first nuclear plant 
to supply energy to a power grid 
has been defunct for years. But 
the Army is preparing to break it 
up, check it for hngering radiation 
and haul it away piece by piece. 

Dedicated in 1957 as the gov¬ 
ernment was promoting “Atoms 
for Peace,” the facility was a train¬ 
ing site and a prototype for small 
reactors that could produce power 
for bases in remote places around 
the world, the Army said. Built 
on the Potomac River’s Gunston 
Cove, it was called the SM-l, for 
stationary medium power plant 
No. 1. 

“First nuclear power plant ever 
to put power on a grid, ever in 
the world,” said Hans Honerlah, 
a senior health physicist with the 
Army Corps of Engineers’ hazard¬ 
ous, toxic and radioactive waste 
branch. 

Hundreds of nuclear plant spe- 
ciahsts trained at the SM-l before 
it was shut down in 1973. By then, 
the mihtary’s need for such ex¬ 
pensive plants had dwindled, said 
Charles Harmon, a former shift 
supervisor at the facihty and an 
unofficial historian of the site. 

“The cost of the Vietnam War 
was making funds scarce,” Har¬ 
mon said. 

The plant’s uranium-235 fuel 
and reactor waste were removed 
in 1973 and ’74 and taken to a stor¬ 
age site in South Carolina. The 
64-foot-high concrete-and-steel 
containment vessel that housed 
the smaller reactor vessel and 
other equipment was sealed. 

Always radioactive 

But all these years later, there 
is probably still residual nuclear 
contamination of some of the in¬ 
ternal structures. Army experts 
said. Before the site is torn down, 
experts will check everything for 
radiation and look for any impacts 
to the environment and historical 
record. 

Honerlah said at Fort Belvoir 
last month: “It’d be great to make 
it a museum, but it’s always going 
to be radioactive. 

“It has to go away,” he said. “It’s 
never going to not be radioactive. 
The goal... is to take the remain¬ 
ing radioactive components, re¬ 
move them from the ... facility 
here and take them” to a nuclear 


waste site, probably in western 
Texas. 

Many parts of the facility will 
be broken into pieces and checked 
for radiation with detectors. If 
the pieces are safe, they will be 
dumped or recycled. Army offi¬ 
cials said. Soils will also be exam¬ 
ined. Most of the work will be done 
“in containment” to minimize out¬ 
side contamination, said Brenda 
Barber, the Corps of Engineers’ 
project manager. 

“We have a very robust health 
and safety and radiological plan,” 
she said. “So they’ll be doing ac¬ 
tive air monitoring, radioactive 
monitoring, so that we constantly 
know if there’s particulates get¬ 
ting in the air.” 

Some parts, hke the stainless- 
steel reactor vessel where the 
uranium was, will be taken away 
whole. “It will go into what we call 
a shielded shipping container” and 
probably will be hauled by truck 
and train. Barber said. 

Ninety percent of the plant will 
probably leave as “clean mate¬ 
rial,” Honerlah said. “It’s pretty 
rigorous, the level of effort that we 
have to do to confirm that it isn’t 
contaminated.” 

Corps of Engineers officials said 
they hope to start the process next 
year. They said it would probably 
take five years to finish. “These 
facilities were really not built to 
be taken apart,” Barber said. 

’Atoms for Peace’ 

In 1954, the SM-l was de¬ 
scribed by The Washington Post 
as a miracle machine that could 
provide power anywhere in the 
world. 

Nine years after nuclear bombs 
killed over 100,000 people in the 
Japanese cities of Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki during World War 
II, science was seeking peaceful 
uses of atomic energy. 

In 1953, President Dwight 
Eisenhower had delivered his 
“Atoms for Peace” speech at the 
United Nations. 

“The United States knows that 
peaceful power from atomic en¬ 
ergy is no dream,” he said. “That 
capability ... is here — now — 
today. ... The miraculous inven¬ 
tiveness of man (should) not be 
dedicated to his death but conse¬ 
crated to his life.” 

Years before the nuclear plant 
disasters at Pennsylvania’s Three 
Mile Island in 1979, Chernobyl in 
Ukraine in 1986 and Fukushima 
in Japan in 2011, hopes were that 
nuclear power could be clean and 
safe. 

Many countries still rely on it 
for some or most of their power 
needs. The United States gets 
about 20 percent of its electricity 
from nuclear plants, according to 
the International Atomic Energy 
Agency. 

Construction of the Belvoir 
plant began in October 1955. On 
April 8, 1957, at 6 a.m., the plant 
went “critical” and started gener¬ 
ating power. 

Three weeks later, it was dedi¬ 
cated. A switch was thrown, and 
the first electricity went to oper¬ 
ate a radar station and a printing 
press, according to an old news 
account. 


Hit the scram button 

It was chilly and poorly light¬ 
ed inside the plant’s old machine 
shop one day last month. Honerlah 
warned his visitors not to touch 
anything. “Lead-based paint, dust, 
just nasty stuff,” he said. “Try not 
to pick things up, rub things, touch 
things.” 

Off the room was a padlocked 
metal door with a red-and-yellow 
sign that read: “Radiation Area 
Authorized Personnel Only.” 

Beyond the door was the big 
containment vessel, which houses 
the reactor pressure vessel, the 
spent-fuel pit and other equipment 
that made up the core of the plant. 

“We’ll probably have to do some 
decontamination in certain areas 
on the concrete,” Honerlah said, 
adding that some of the metal in¬ 
side may also still be radioactive, 
although at a diminished level. 

The plant itself is a dilapidated 
cinder-block-and-metal struc¬ 
ture with a weathered plaque out 
front that says: “Army Package 
Power Reactor The US. Army’s 
first nuclear-powered generating 
station.” 

The pipe that brought in water 
for the system still runs out to the 
river. (The river water in the sys¬ 
tem was never exposed to radia¬ 
tion, officials said.) 

Deeper into the interior was 
a tangle of old pipes, pumps and 
gauges that the operators knew so 
well that they could draw a dia¬ 
gram of the layout, said Harmon, 
the former shift supervisor. 

Chips of peeling paint clung to 
the giant pipes, rust had formed 
on many surfaces and the vault 
where new fuel elements were 
stored was empty. 

In the control room, amid an 
array of switches and monitors to 
measure steam flow and steam 
pressure, sat the control panel. 
It resembled a battered old prop 
from an episode of “Star Trek.” 

Right beside a black switch that 
said “rod drive” was the scram 


button. Nuclear lore says “scram” 
was an acronym for “safety con¬ 
trol rod activation mechanism,” 
or “safety control rod ax man,” a 
reference to a primitive shutdown 
method in which an ax was used to 
cut a rope. 

More hkely, it suggested an 
emergency shutdown of the 
reactor. 


“It put your plant in safe-most 
configuration,” Harmon said. 
“You hit the scram button, and it’ll 
shut the reactor down.” 

During the late ’60s and early 
’70s, when Harmon worked at 
the plant, the button was often 
used in training. But in nontrain¬ 
ing situations, he said, “I never 
had to do it.” 
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North Korea finds ways to 
beat heat of US sanctions 


Pyeongyang Press corps, AFLO, Zuma Press/TNS 

North Korean leader Kim Jong-Un, right, and South Korean 
President Moon Jae-ln arrive to hold a summit in Pyongyang, North 
Korea on Sept. 19. Kim is preparing for another summit with U.S. 
President Donald Trump this month. 


By Victoria Kim 

Los Angeles Times 

SEOUL, South Korea — The 
blacklisted 1970s-era North Ko¬ 
rean oil tanker floated in waters a 
couple of hundred miles south of 
Shanghai, tethered to a ship half 
its size by a hose, as if hooked up 
to an intravenous line. 

The offshore coupling, spotted 
by the Japanese navy last month, 
was the latest evidence that North 
Korea may be succeeding in 
skirting international sanctions 
designed to pressure the isolated 
regime into giving up its nuclear 
weapons. The ship was likely 
receiving a transfusion of oil, a 
primary target of ongoing interna¬ 
tional sanctions on North Korea. 

When North Korea’s Kim Jong 
Un met with President Donald 
Trump last June, Trump claimed 
it was his “maximum pressure” 
campaign centered around sanc¬ 
tions that forced Kim to the table 
for the first-ever summit between 


U.S. and North Korean leaders. 

But analysts say North Korea 
continues to find ways to adapt. Il¬ 
legal smuggling operations like the 
suspected one in the East China 
Sea have allowed the nation to im¬ 
port between half and two-thirds 
of the oil supply it was getting be¬ 
fore the sanctions ramped up in 
2017, according to an estimate by 
Go Myong-hyun, an economist at 
the Asan Institute for Policy Stud¬ 
ies, a Seoul-based think tank. 

As the U.S. and North Korea 
prepare for a second summit 
between Trump and Kim later 
this month, just how much of his 
nuclear arsenal Kim is willing to 
trade away may largely hinge on 
the extent that economic pressure 
is felt within North Korea. Despite 
reforms tacitly allowing market 
activity and an emerging middle 
class, it remains a highly impov¬ 
erished nation with an economy 
a fraction the size of neighboring 
South Korea. 

Determining the state of the 


economy in North Korea, where 
economic statistics are rarely 
published, requires elaborate 
guesswork. And while it is show¬ 
ing some signs of distress from the 
sanctions, there is also evidence 
that Pyongyang is finding ways to 
cushion the blow, analysts say. 

Within North Korea, there are 
some signs that the effect of sev¬ 
eral rounds of sanctions imposed 
after its nuclear tests in 2017 is 
adding up. Exports to China, which 
account for most of North Korea’s 
trade, were down 88 percent last 
year compared with 2017, accord¬ 
ing to Chinese customs, cutting off 
a large source of foreign currency. 
The Seoul-based Bank of Korea 
estimated that the North Korean 
economy shrank by 3.5 percent in 
2017. 

North Korea’s official rheto¬ 
ric appears to have increasingly 
shifted to a focus on sanctions. In 
a New Year’s address, Kim cau¬ 
tioned the U.S. against continu¬ 
ing to pressure North Korea with 


sanctions “out of miscalculation of 
our people’s patience.” 

“We may be compelled to find 
a new way for defending the sov¬ 
ereignty of the country and the 
supreme interests of the state and 
for achieving peace and stability 
of the Korean Peninsula,” Kim 
said. 

Yet even with evidence that 
sanctions are having an effect, it 
doesn’t appear to have reached 
the general public. 

The price of rice, a staple, has 
remained relatively stable, as has 
the black market exchange rate 


with the U.S. dollar, according 
to data collected by Daily NK, a 
Seoul-based news site that gath¬ 
ers information from inside North 
Korea. Gas prices, on a roller 
coaster for most of last year, have 
also fallen closer to pre-sanction 
levels. 

“It’s not that sanctions on North 
Korea don’t have an effect — it’s 
a matter of how broadly, how 
strong and for how long they’ll 
be enforced,” said Kang Mijin, a 
Daily NK reporter who fled North 
Korea in 2009. 



Trump: US, S. Korea at odds over troop-funding issue, N. Korea talks 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

The visiting U.S. special envoy for North 
Korea, Stephen Biegun, discussed prelimi¬ 
nary summit plans with the South Korean 
national security adviser in Seoul on Mon¬ 
day, according to the presidential office. 

Biegun was due to meet with his North 
Korean counterpart Tuesday in the truce 
village of Panmunjom, which straddles 
the heavily fortified border. South Korean 
media have reported. 

The United States and South Korea have 
been allies since they fought together in the 
1950-53 Korean War, which ended in an ar¬ 
mistice instead of a peace treaty. 

The two countries, however, have dis¬ 
agreed in recent months over the troop¬ 
funding issue as well as the approach to 
nuclear talks with North Korea. 

A five-year burden-sharing contract ex¬ 
pired on Dec. 31 after negotiations stalled 
over Trump’s demand for the South to re¬ 


portedly double its contribution. 

Seoul paid about $850 million last year 
to offset the cost of the daily upkeep of U.S. 
forces, including salaries of South Korean 
workers who provide support and construc¬ 
tion costs. 

U.S. Forces Korea said in its Strategic Di¬ 
gest that was about 41 percent of the cost. 

The South also paid the bulk of the more 
than $11 billion price tag for expanding 
Camp Humphreys as part of a long-delayed 
plan to relocate most Americans south of 
Seoul. 

Officials from both sides say talks are 
ongoing and the issue has not affected op¬ 
erations, although USFK has warned it will 
need to furlough South Korean employ¬ 
ees beginning in mid-April if a deal isn’t 
reached. 

Nuclear negotiations also have been 
stalled since Trump met with Kim on June 
12 in Singapore. The leaders agreed to the 


general principle of denuclearizing the Ko¬ 
rean Peninsula but not the details about 
how to do so. 

In the past, Pyongyang has demanded 
the removal of the U.S. nuclear threat in¬ 
cluding the troops. South Korean President 
Moon Jae-in, who has acted as a mediator 
between the rivals, has said Kim under¬ 
stood that troop numbers weren’t on the 
table. 

Reflecting concern, a bipartisan group of 
lawmakers introduced a bill in the House 
last week that would restrict funds for the 
Pentagon to reduce the number of troops 
in South Korea below 22,000, unless the 
defense secretary certifies that it could be 
done without any adverse effects on nation¬ 
al security or the defense of South Korea. 

The U.S. has insisted it will maintain 
economic sanctions against the North until 
“final, fully verified denuclearization” is 
achieved. North Korea wants a reciprocal 


approach in which it is rewarded for steps 
already taken, including the suspension of 
nuclear and missile tests. 

Meanwhile, satellite images and intel¬ 
ligence assessments have shown that the 
communist state continues its weapons 
program. 

Director of National Intelligence Dan 
Coats also told a Senate committee that 
Kim will seek to retain his nuclear weap¬ 
ons and production capabilities because he 
views them as critical to regime survival. 

Trump insisted progress has been made, 
citing the release of Americans who had 
been detained in the North and the return 
of the remains of soldiers killed in the war. 

“There’s a good possibility of that, too,” 
he said when asked about the comments 
from Coats. “But there’s also a very good 
chance that we will make a deal.” 

gamel.kim@stripes.com 
Twitter: @kimgamel 


Director Reiner talks about Iraq War movie in Tokyo 


By Seth Robson 

Stars and Stripes 

TOKYO — Hollywood director Rob 
Reiner drew a crowd of reporters on his 
first visit to Japan in more than three de¬ 
cades to promote his Iraq War journalism 
film “Shock and Awe.” 

The maker of hits and cult classics such 
as “This is Spinal Tap,” “The Princess 
Bride,” “When Harry Met Sally ...” and “A 
Few Good Men” spoke Friday at the For¬ 
eign Correspondents’ Club of Japan. 

“Shock and Awe” — which was released 
in the United States in 2017 but makes its 
Japan debut next month — tells the story 
of Knight Ridder journalists who, the film 
contends, “got it right” in their reporting 
of the lead up to the Iraq War following 
the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks on the World 


Trade Center and the 
Pentagon. 

Reiner has made a 
film that’s critical of a 
“mainstream media” 
that, he believes, 
failed to uncover the 
real reasons for the 
Iraq War until it was 
too late. Spoiler alert: 
He doesn’t think of- 
Reiner ficial concern about 

weapons of mass de¬ 
struction was genuine. 

“We knew that the administration was 
using the fear of the American public in 
going forward and invading Iraq,” Reiner 
told reporters after showing them high¬ 
lights from “Shock and Awe.” 

The scenes showed Woody Harrelson 


and James Marsden in their roles as Wash¬ 
ington, D.C., reporters Jonathan Landay 
and Warren Strobel — with Reiner co- 
starring as their editor, John Walcott — as 
they uncover a plot to fool the American 
people into going to war. The film also stars 
Tommy Lee Jones and Jessica Biel. 

Reiner said he wasn’t aware of the 
Knight Ridder reporting at the time it was 
published. 

“I was reading the New York Times and 
The Washington Post and all the main¬ 
stream outlets and they were all singing 
from the same playbook,” he said. “They 
were all stenographers, as we say in the 
film, for the [President George W.] Bush 
administration.” 

Reiner seems as passionate about his 
film as he is about resisting President Don¬ 
ald Trump. The pair have a bit in common. 


including opposition to the Iraq War, criti¬ 
cism of the mainstream media and strong 
opinions of current events shared with the 
world via Twitter accounts. 

Trump’s criticism of the media is part 
of the “authoritarian’s playbook to confuse 
people and make them fearful,” Reiner 
said. 

Despite his focus on what he sees as a 
m^or failure of the press, Reiner seems 
to think journalists have learned their les¬ 
sons and that they’re working hard to hold 
the current administration to account. He 
singled out the cable networks CNN and 
MSNBC for praise. 

“The press is under assault and we need 
to do everything we can to make sure the 
press stays free and independent,” he said. 

robson.seth@stripes.com 
Twitter: @SethRobsonl 
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Congress scrambles as shutdown deadline nears 


They (Democrats) are moving in the wrong direction by 
now saying zero funding. If there’s another shutdown, it 
lies at the feet of (Speaker of the House) Nancy Pelosi. f 

Rep. Tom Graves 

R-Ga. 


Bloomberg 

Congress has only a few days left to come 
up with an agreement on border security 
spending to prevent a government shut¬ 
down and may yet see the process upended 
once President Donald Trump dehvers his 
State of the Union address on Tuesday. 

Trump in recent days has repeatedly de¬ 
clared the negotiations a waste of time and 
said Feb. 1 that his speech to a joint session 
of Congress would reveal more of his own 
plans. He suggested that might include a po¬ 
litically and legally fraught emergency dec¬ 
laration to circumvent Congress to begin 
building a border wall. 

While the government has funding to 
keep operating until Feb. 15, House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., has said the 17 Re¬ 
publicans and Democrats on a House-Sen¬ 
ate conference committee need to wrap up 
their work by Friday to allow time to vote 
on any plan to resolve the stalemate. While 
staff members talked over the weekend and 
on Monday, real progress isn’t expected 
until after party meetings on Tuesday. 

When the talks began last week. Demo¬ 
crats offered no new money for border 
barriers, and Republicans were still seek¬ 
ing $5.7 billion for a wall. Democrats sug¬ 


gested an openness to border fencing, but 
not the wall Trump made a centerpiece of 
his presidential campaign. For lawmakers 
in the talks. Trump and Pelosi are proving 
the biggest obstacles to a compromise. 

Some Republicans accused Democrats of 
being inflexible given that they’d supported 
funding for new fencing in the past. 

“They are moving in the wrong direction 
by now saying zero funding,” said Georgia 
Rep. Tom Graves, who serves on the con¬ 
ference committee. “If there’s another shut¬ 
down, it hes at the feet of Nancy Pelosi.” 

Trump told reporters on Friday there’s 
a “good chance” he’ll declare a national 
emergency to bypass Congress and tap 
existing sources of money to build a wall 
if lawmakers don’t give in to his demands. 
He’s suggested the declaration could come 


as early as his State of the Union speech and 
that another government shutdown to force 
the issue remained a possibihty. 

“I don’t take anything off the table,” 
Trump said in an interview with CBS News 
Sunday. Pelosi “can keep playing her games, 
but we will win.” 

At the same time. White House aides said 
the president’s State of the Union speech 
would implore Congress to compromise on 
issues including immigration and to “bridge 
old divisions.” 

If lawmakers reach a deal, it could in¬ 
clude Democrats agreeing to miles of 
new border fencing. It remains unclear if 
Trump would accept that offer. While he’s 
described new and replacement fencing as 
a “wall,” and US. troops have been laying 
miles of concertina wire near the border. 


he’s also said fencing is not sufficient. 

Negotiators then would also need to sort 
out how to pay for the extra barriers, includ¬ 
ing whether to cut other programs or use 
budget gimmicks to make up the difference. 
They’ll also need to sort out other fiscal dis¬ 
putes such as whether to send more disaster 
aid to hurricane-battered Puerto Rico, an 
idea Trump has opposed. 

House Republican negotiators Kay 
Granger, of Texas, Chuck Fleischmann, of 
Tennessee, and Steven Palazzo, of Missis¬ 
sippi, joined Democratic negotiator Henry 
Cuellar, of Texas, on a tour of border con¬ 
ditions in McAllen, Texas, on Sunday, and 
the group will be in El Paso, Texas, and San 
Diego on Monday, according to Granger’s 
spokeswoman, Sarah Flaim. 

There’s already a physical barrier on 
about 654 miles of the US.-Mexico border 
— about half of which is fencing to deter 
pedestrians, with the other half covered by 
vehicle barriers. The Department of Home¬ 
land Security still has 46 miles of unfinished 
fencing that was authorized under the Se¬ 
cure Fence Act of 2006 and hasn’t yet been 
built. Under the 2018 spending bill, 33 miles 
of the remaining fence was funded, leaving 
13 miles called for in 2006 left to fund. 


Under pressure, Va. 
governor meets with 
his senior officials 


By Alan Suderman 

Associated Press 

RICHMOND, Va. — Virginia 
Gov. Ralph Northam met privately 
on Monday with top administration 
officials but gave no public signal 
he intends to step down amid un¬ 
relenting pressure to resign over 
a racist photo on his 1984 medical 
school yearbook page. 

Practically all of the state’s 
Democratic estabhshment — and 
Republican leaders, too — turned 
against the Democrat after the 
picture surfaced of someone in 
blackface and another person in a 
Ku Klux Klan hood and robe. 

Northam, 59, stayed out of sight 
early Monday as he met with his 
Cabinet and senior staff, follow¬ 
ing a meeting the night before 
with minority officials in his 
administration. 

The furor erupted on Friday. 
Northam first admitted he was in 
the picture without saying which 
costume he was wearing and apol¬ 
ogized. But a day later, he denied 
he was in the photo, while also ac¬ 
knowledging he once put on black¬ 
face to imitate Michael Jackson at 
a dance contest decades ago. 

The scandal threatens to cripple 
Northam’s ability to govern. In 
another sign Monday of the chal¬ 
lenges he could face if he tries to 
stay in office, Katherine Rowe, 
president of the College of William 
& Mary, canceled an appearance 
by Northam at an event this Fri¬ 
day because his presence would 
“fundamentally disrupt the sense 
of campus unity we aspire to.” 

Northam, who is one year into 
his four-year term, has also lost 
the support of many declared and 
potential Democratic presidential 


candidates. The state’s Repub¬ 
lican House speaker said there 
is “a rightful hesitation” among 
lawmakers to seek Northam’s im¬ 
peachment or removal, and they 
are hoping he steps down instead. 

“Obviously on impeachment, 
that’s a very high standard,” 
Speaker Kirk Cox said. “And so I 
think that’s why I think we have 
called for the 
I resignation. 
We hope 
that’s what 
the governor 
does. I think 
that would 
obviously be 
less pain for 
everyone.” 

IfNortham 
does resign. 
Democratic 
Lt. Gov. Jus- 




tin Fairfax would become the sec¬ 
ond African-American governor 
in the state’s history. 

Those weighing in over the 
weekend included the chairwom¬ 
an of the Congressional Black 
Caucus, who said Northam “still 
does not understand the serious¬ 
ness of his actions.” 

“I think he’s been completely 
dishonest and disingenuous,” 
Rep. Karen Bass, D-Calif, said 
on NBC’s “Meet the Press.” “He 
knew this picture was there, and 
he could’ve come clean and talk¬ 
ed to African-Americans that he’s 
close to decades ago.” 

Former Virginia Gov. Terry 
McAuliffe predicted that 
Northam — who served as 
McAuliffe’s lieutenant governor 
— will “do the right thing” and 
eventually leave office. 



Alex Gallardo/AP 

Firefighters work the scene of a deadiy plane crash in the residential neighborhood of Yorba Unda, Calif., 
on Sunday, two men and two women in the home were kiiled, as was the plane’s pilot. 


5 killed as plane debris rains down in Calif. 


By Amy Taxin 
Associated Press 

YORBA LINDA, Cahf — Five 
people died and two were injured 
after a small plane apparently 
broke apart Sunday over a South¬ 
ern California suburb, raining de¬ 
bris on a neighborhood and setting 
a house on fire, authorities said. 

Four people in the house that 
burned in the city of Yorba Linda 
were killed, along with the pilot, 
who was the only person in the 
twin-engine plane. Orange Coun¬ 
ty Sheriff’s Lt. Cory Martino told 
reporters. 

Martino said the dead occupants 
of the home were two men and two 
women but did not provide other 
information about them. 

The Cessna 414A, which can 
carry up to eight people, took off 
from the Fullerton Municipal Air¬ 
port about 12 miles west of the 
blaze. Federal Aviation Adminis¬ 
tration spokesman Allen Kenitzer 
said. 

According to preliminary radar 
data, the plane reached an altitude 



Clint Langford/AP 


Ambulances stand in place as 
the smoke rises from a house 
on fire after a Cessna 414A fell 
apart over the neighborhood. 

of about 7,800 feet and then made a 
rapid descent, said Eliott Simpson, 
an aviation accident investigator 
with the National Transportation 
Safety Board. 


The debris field spanned about 
four blocks, he said. 

The main cabin of the airplane 
and one engine came to rest at the 
bottom of a ravine in the backyard 
of a house, and the other engine 
landed on a street, creating a hole, 
Simpson said. 

“During the impact sequence, 
one house caught fire, and that’s 
where we have the four fatahties,” 
he said. 

It was not immediately clear 
what set the two-story house 
ablaze. 

Aerial footage from news he¬ 
licopters showed plane parts, 
including side panels and a pro¬ 
peller, scattered on rooftops and 
driveways near the burned house. 

The crash sent panicked neigh¬ 
bors into the streets. 

“It was a boom. It sounded like 
something exploded. It shook our 
house,” said John Wolbart, who 
lives a block away. 

He said he ran to the burning 
house and saw a woman come out 
with singed hair. 
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Trump urged to scale back 
crackdown on e-cigarettes 



Photos by Kathy Willens/AP 


Protesters help Yandy Smith on Sunday after she was pepper-sprayed as she and others tried to storm 
the main entrance to the Metropolitan Detention Center in Brooklyn, N.Y., where prisoners had gone 
more than a week without heat, hot water and flushing toilets due to an electrical outage. 

Power restored to NYC jail 

Federal facility reportedly had no heat, electricity for over a week 


US health chief asks Congress 
to pass drug discount proposal 

Inmates at the detention center respond to family members and 
protesters who turned out to call attention to the conditions. 



By Julie Walker 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Power was re¬ 
stored Sunday night at a federal 
detention center in New York City 
where inmates had been living 
largely without heat or electricity 
for the past week, according to a 
statement from the Federal Bu¬ 
reau of Prisons. 

Protesters have gathered out¬ 
side the Metropolitan Detention 
Center in Brooklyn in recent days 
following news reports that those 
housed there have largely been 
without heat or power for the past 
week and also haven’t been able 
to communicate with lawyers or 
loved ones. Outdoor temperatures 
have been well below freezing on 
some recent days, though Sunday 
was warmer. 

In its statement, the agency said 
it was “working to restore the fa¬ 
cility to normal operations.” 

Earlier Sunday, some demon¬ 
strators attempted to enter the 
facihty, and witnesses said guards 
drove them back with pushes, 
shoves and pepper spray. A re¬ 
porter and photographer for The 
Associated Press were at the fa¬ 
cility when a woman, whose son 
is being detained, tried to get into 
the jail. 

On Sunday, an inmate was able 
to call through the window of his 
cell, which faces out to the street, 
to his mother below. The woman, 
Yvonne Murchison, was crying 
and upset and tried to get into the 
facihty, where visits have been 
stopped. 

“I’d trade places with him any 
day. That’s my child,” she said. 

She was followed by activists 
and media into the lobby, where 
visitors have to pass through metal 
detectors. 

Witnesses said officers used sig¬ 
nificant force to push the people 


out, with some of those attempt¬ 
ing to come in being pushed to the 
ground. The AP photographer felt 
some type of spray and began to 
have trouble breathing. Those af¬ 
fected were 
seen washing 
out their eyes 
with water or 
milk. 

TheBureau 
of Prisons 
has acknowl¬ 
edged that 
the jail “ex¬ 
perienced a 
partial power 
outage due to 
a fire in the 
switch gear 
room.” 

The bureau 
had said a 
newelectrical 
panel is being 
installed by an outside contrac¬ 
tor, and work was expected to be 
completed by Monday. It wasn’t 
clear if that work was completed 
Sunday night with the restoration 
of power. The agency insisted that 
inmates had hot water for show¬ 
ers and sinks and were getting 


medications as needed. 

The jail administration did not 
return an email seeking comment 
on the clash Sunday. 

New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
called for an investigation into 
the circumstances of the loss of 
heat and electricity by the federal 
Department of Justice, saying 
the situation was “a violation of 
human decency and dignity” and 
also raises “questions of potential 
violations of law.” 

The Democrat said he wanted 
answers and those responsible 
held accountable. 

“Prisoners in New York are 
human beings,” Cuomo said. 
“Let’s treat them that way.” 

The New York Civil Liberties 
Union released a statement Sun¬ 
day calling on the Bureau of Pris¬ 
ons to “ensure that no detainee be 
subjected to retaliation for peace¬ 
fully protesting.” 

“Today’s confrontation between 
the Bureau of Prisons and family 
members of people jailed at MDC 
highlights the desperate need to 
address the dangerous, inhumane 
and unlawful conditions inside the 
facility,” NYCLU Executive Di¬ 
rector Donna Lieberman said. 


By Laurie McGinley 

The Washington Post 

A coalition of conservative 
and libertarian groups is de¬ 
manding that President Donald 
Trump “pump the brakes” on 
the administration’s crackdown 
on e-cigarettes, arguing that the 
anti-vaping efforts will hurt “an 
innovative industry that is help¬ 
ing American smoWs quit.” 

The letter, sent to the White 
House on Monday, criticized the 
Food and Drug Administration 
— and, specifically, its commis¬ 
sioner, Scott Gottlieb — for wag¬ 
ing an “aggressive regulatory 
assault” on e-cigarettes. 

The signers include Americans 
for Tax Reform, ALEC Action, 
the Competitive Enterprise Insti¬ 
tute and the Goldwater Institute. 

The groups acknowledged con¬ 
cern about a sharp increase in 
youth use of such products, but 
it said Gottlieb’s reaction has 
amounted to “regulatory panic 
and significant government 
overreach.” 

It said the FDA’s plans to curb 
youth vaping would hurt adults 
and should be subjected to cost- 
benefit analyses. 

“Private-sector initiative and 
sound public policy should not be 
held hostage by prohibitionist im¬ 
pulses,” the letter said. 

But Gottlieb showed no sign 
of backing down. In an inter¬ 
view Sunday, he said that while 
the FDA supports the role of e- 
cigarettes in helping adults quit 
smoking, “it’s now clear that 
widespread and sometimes reck¬ 
less marketing of these products 
has come at the expense of ad- 


By Ricardo Alonso-Zaldivar 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The Trump 
administration’s top health of¬ 
ficial asked Congress on Friday 
to pass its new prescription drug 
discount plan and provide it to all 
patients, not just those covered 
by government programs like 
Medicare. 

The plan would take now-hid¬ 
den rebates among industry 
players like drug companies and 
insurers and channel them di¬ 
rectly to consumers when they go 
to pay for their medications. 

Patients with high drug copays 
stand to benefit from the pro¬ 
posal, while people who take no 
prescription drugs or who rely 
mainly on generics, would prob¬ 
ably pay somewhat more since 
premiums are expected to rise. 

A day after unveiling the plan 
as a proposed regulation. Health 
and Human Services Secretary 
Alex Azar raised the stakes by 
calling on Congress to make it 
law and broaden it to include peo¬ 
ple covered by employer health 
insurance, not just Medicare and 
Medicaid beneficiaries. 

“Congress has an opportunity 


dieting a new generation of kids 
on tobacco.” 

He repeated a threat that if 
youth vaping continues to rise 
sharply, he may order flavored 
e-cigarettes off the market. “This 
entire debate will shift to ask 
whether these products should be 
swept from the market entirely” 

— until they go through a rigor¬ 
ous premarket review, he said. 

Gottlieb has long been a propo¬ 
nent of using e-cigarettes to help 
adults stop smoking. But over the 
past year, as data showed a surge 
in adolescent vaping, he warned 
that e-cigarette use among mi¬ 
nors had become “an epidemic.” 
He moved to curb sales to minors 

— partly out of concern that some 
would end up smoking cigarettes. 

In November, Gottlieb an¬ 
nounced plans to sharply restrict 
the sale of most flavored e-ciga- 
rettes in convenience stores. 
Those restrictions will come in 
a guidance issued in the next few 
months. At a hearing last month, 
Gottlieb warned that e-cigarette 
companies face “an existential 
threat” if youth vaping continues 
to rise sharply. 

Gottlieb’s actions have been 
praised by many vaping critics, 
including some congressional 
Democrats and public-health ad¬ 
vocates. But they have also been 
faulted as too weak by some to¬ 
bacco-control groups that want 
flavored e-cigarettes banned 
—and as too tough by industry 
supporters. 

That tension highlights the dif¬ 
ficult balancing act facing regu¬ 
lators wrestling with e-cigarettes 
and other tobacco issues. 


to follow through on their calls 
for transparency ... by passing 
our proposal into law immedi¬ 
ately and extending it into the 
commercial drug market,” Azar 
said in a speech at the Bipartisan 
Policy Center think tank. 

Ahead of this week’s State of the 
Union speech. President Donald 
Trump is under political pressure 
to show results for his promise to 
slash prescription drug costs. 

Data show that prices for 
brand-name drugs have contin¬ 
ued to rise, though at a somewhat 
slower pace. Polls show consum¬ 
ers across the political spectrum 
want government action. 

Democrats say the administra¬ 
tion’s plan doesn’t go far enough 
because it still leaves drug com¬ 
panies free to set high list prices. 
They say drug pricing is like a 
black box, and it’s impossible to 
tell if prices reflect actual costs or 
if companies are charging what 
they think the market will bear. 

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, 
D-Calif, says she’s also wor¬ 
ried that the plan would raise 
premiums. 

HHS acknowledges Medicare 
prescription premiums would go 
up $3 to $5 a month. 


Prisoners 
in New 
York are 
human 
beings. 
Let’s treat 
them that 
way.^ 

Andrew 

Cuomo 

New York 
governor 
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‘We need help’ 


Donors to Hurricane Michael recovery not 
coming through for Florida’s Forgotten Coast 



Emily L. Mahoney, Tampa Bay Times/TNS 


Three months after Hurricane Michael made landfall, two children’s toys sit in front of lingering piles of debris in Panama CHy, Fla., 
on Jan. 25. The recovery effort is hampered by a lack of donations. 


By Emily L. Mahoney 
Miami Herald/Tampa Bay Times 
Tallahassee Bureau 

PANAMA CITY, Fla. 
ore than three months after 
HurricaneMichaelbludgeoned 
the beachside communities in 
the Florida Panhandle, dozens 
of people crammed into the Messiah Lu¬ 
theran Church on a recent Thursday. 

They were there to address enormous 
questions that hang over their largely 
lower-income part of the state. 

“Affordable Housing,” “Reach Less For¬ 
tunate,” were written at the top of a long 
list of goals for a startup recovery group. 
Some suggested auctioning off quilts, or 
holding a car show. 

But the reality is they’re going to need 
millions. 

Mqjor donors simply aren’t coming 
through for Florida’s Forgotten Coast. 
According to a Tampa Bay Times/Miami 
Herald analysis of contributions to three 
prominent national charities, donations to 
Hurricane Michael recovery fall far below 
donations for recent landmark hurricanes 
to hit the South such as Florence, Irma and 
Harvey. 

The Salvation Army has received $2.8 
million for its Hurricane Michael response. 
It received a combined $125 million after 
Harvey, Irma and Maria in 2017. 

United Way Worldwide received just 
under $750,000 for Hurricane Michael re¬ 
covery. That’s more than $10 million less 
than it received for its combined fund for 
Hurricanes Irma and Maria. That’s about 
$100,000 less than it received for the 2017 
Mexican earthquake. 

“God, I give you praise and honor for 
bringing us together. I pray that you will 
continue to give us the strategic ideas and 
the resources so that our county shall be 
a better county than it was before October 
the 10th,” pastor Lynva Masslieno said at 
the Jan. 24 meeting. 

The Bay County group is still in its early 
stages. Its members are mostly local non¬ 
profit and faith leaders. So far, its work has 
been hampered by the fact that national at¬ 
tention dried up long ago. 

“In terms of the national response, this 
was the strongest storm to hit the US. 
since Andrew, and it has not been com¬ 
mensurate with that,” said Lance Rettig, 
who leads the Bay County Long Term Di¬ 
saster Recovery Organization. “To come 
back from this — for a low-income com¬ 
munity especially — I think we’re talking 
hundreds of millions here.” 

Historic disaster 

Comparing different hurricanes is an in¬ 
exact science. Even storms with the same 
wind speed can vary on the damage they 
inflict, from the severity of flooding to the 
destroyed infrastructure. 

But it’s clear that Michael was a histor¬ 
ic disaster. Michael carved a deadly path 
from Florida to Virginia, killing at least 54, 
and triggered flooding that killed 13 more 
in Central America. Those who felt the full 
force of Michael were in Florida’s Panhan¬ 
dle, where state officials estimate prop¬ 
erty damage at nearly $5 billion. That’s 
more than Irma. It’s made worse because 
many of Michael’s victims were likely not 
insured. 

Rettig, who moved to Panama City from 
Tennessee just 2 V 2 weeks before Michael 
made landfall, said the level of damage is 
still “staggering.” 

“Nine out of 10 homes have tarps on 
them right now,” he said. 

Yet somehow, at least nationally, Hur¬ 
ricane Michael is “not even a topic of 


To help 

Those wishing to donate to the Bay County 
Long Term Disaster Recovery Organization, 
which is still working to establish its status 
as a 501(c)3, should direct their donations 
to the United Way of Northwest Florida, 
and make a note that it should be directed 
to the BCLTDRO. 


conversation.” 

Members of the Bay County Long Term 
Disaster Recovery Organization have no 
illusions about the long road ahead. Dinah 
Crayton, of the Bay County chapter of the 
NA ACP, said the umbrella group’s first step 
will be sending case managers from house 
to house to determine the list of needs. 

Affordable housing was already scarce 
before the storm, she said. Now, families 
are enduring cold January temperatures, 
still living in tents or in their cars. 

Community leaders fretted about an up¬ 
tick in suicides from anxiety and post-trau¬ 
matic stress disorder caused by the storm, 
and aim to offer more emotional and spiri¬ 
tual counseling. 

The shortfall in national donations im¬ 
pairs local charities’ ability to respond, 
and not just by leaving more recovery work 
behind when their funds dry up. The Bay 
County Long Term Disaster Recovery Or¬ 
ganization has several members connect¬ 
ed to national organizations, like the local 
United Way chapter that would be able to 
contribute more money in grant funding 
— if only there was more to give. 


Corporate donations lacking 

A mqjor component to any disaster re¬ 
sponse is money from large corporations, in 
addition to donations from regular house¬ 
holds and foundations. After every m^or 
American natural disaster, the US. Cham¬ 
ber of Commerce Foundation collects a list 
of corporate donations on its website. It’s 
not comprehensive but provides a window 
into company giving. 

After Hurricane Irma, the US. Chamber 
site showed roughly $100 million in corpo¬ 
rate donations. For Michael, it is about $27 
million. 

Bryan Taylor, president of the United 
Way of Northwest Florida, called it an “un¬ 
derwhelming” corporate response. 

“I don’t want to sound ungrateful for 
anything we received — we have received 
very generous corporate gifts,” Taylor said. 
“(But) what we’ve heard in the past about 
millions of dollars being donated for disas¬ 
ter relief for various other situations, other 
storms ... the financial response doesn’t 
hold a candle to what’s been donated in the 
past. 

“And on the flip side of that, we’re not a 
community like a Houston or a Miami or a 
New York City that’s going to draw the at¬ 
tention of big donors,” he added. 

The Chamber’s website revealed corpo¬ 
rate giants that had contributed millions 
after previous hurricanes but gave either 
less money or not at all after Michael. 

Doug White, the former academic di¬ 
rector of New York University’s Heyman 
Center for Philanthropy and Fundraising 
who’s also advised donors, said storms that 
have received more prominent coverage 


are more attractive causes. 

“Corporations don’t give money because 
they’re altruistic. They do it to improve 
their image,” he said. “I don’t say that 
with any rancor — they have obligations 
to shareholders, and many companies see 
they can address that by being good citi¬ 
zens. That said ... if you look at it that way, 
then you’re going to get more bang for your 
buck in a place like Houston.” 

Not in the media spotlight 

Several experts in post-disaster philan¬ 
thropy interviewed by the Times/Herald 
agreed that the donations for Hurricane 
Michael were unusually low. 

Eugene Tempel, a founding dean emeri¬ 
tus at Indiana University’s Lilly Family 
School of Philanthropy, attributed that to 
the fact that the affected areas are rural, 
which meant that national news coverage 
had moved on quickly. 

Hurricane Michael also hit on Oct. 10, 
less than one month before the 2018 mid¬ 
term elections that stole a great deal of 
media attention. 

“Small towns like the one I grew up in, 
they don’t count as much, unfortunately, in 
people’s minds,” he said. “If Michael had 
hit Tallahassee, my guess is the response 
would’ve been much larger because in the 
state capital the media is right there.” 

Whatever the reason, it’s of secondary 
importance to those left behind. 

What makes Michael different is the ex¬ 
tent of the damage, Lucas said, adding that 
even the hurricane recovery volunteers 
who’ve seen many storms told locals that 
“they’ve never seen the likes of a commu¬ 
nity that they saw here post-Michael.” 

Even the Messiah Lutheran Church, 
where Bay County’s recovery organization 
gathered, had a blue tarp on its side, cover¬ 
ing a patch of ripped-off shingles in prepa¬ 
ration for the all-too-familiar storm clouds 
looming overhead. 

“So, we need help,” Lucas said, after a 
pause. “We need help.” 


^ Small towns like the one I grew up in, they don’t 
count as much, unfortunately, in people’s minds, f 

Eugene Tempel 

Indiana University’s Lilly Family School of Philanthropy 













Tuesday, February 5,2019 


Stars and Stripes 




Page 11 


NATION _ 

Influence of NRA 
may be on decline 
even in Trump era 



Authorities survey the scene at a Pierce Township, Ohio, apartment complex after a 12-hour standoff 
ended Sunday. A man has been chained in the death of one sheriff’s deputy and the wounding of another. 

1 deputy killed, another wounded in 
12-hour standoff at Ohio apartments 


By Kate Ackley 
CQ-Roll Call 

WASHINGTON — The influ¬ 
ence of the National Rifle Associa¬ 
tion, the nation’s highest-profile 
organization dedicated to Second 
Amendment rights and a longtime 
powerhouse against gun control 
laws, is showing signs of potential 
decline. 

The NRA’s own tax forms show 
a dip in revenue. And even as the 
group, now under the leadership 
of new President Oliver North, of 
Iran-Contra fame, continues to 
spend big money on federal lob¬ 
bying and political campaigns, 
its opponents in the gun control 
movement, after decades of ever¬ 
more deadly mass shootings and 
seemingly random incidents of 
gun violence, have been on the 
rise. 

During the 2018 midterm elec¬ 
tions, for example, gun rights 
groups spent some $9.9 milhon on 
outside political efforts, nearly all 
of that from the NRA, while gun 
control groups invested a record 
high of $11.9 million, according to 
a tabulation from the nonpartisan 
Center for Responsive Politics. 

Andrew Arulanandam, a 
spokesman for the NRA, calls the 
decline in revenue between 2016 
and 2017 temporary. 

“Right now, we are at the high¬ 
est levels of membership,” he said, 
with 5.5 million dues-paying mem¬ 
bers, the most in its 150-year his¬ 
tory. “More people identify with 
the NRA and beheve in what the 
NRA stands for than ever before.” 

The NRA has found itself en¬ 
snared in controversy in recent 
months, some of it stemming 
from the special counsel probe 
into foreign interference in the 


2016 elections. The group had 
ties to Maria Butina, a Russian 
who pleaded guilty late last year 
to charges of conspiracy to act as 
a foreign agent. Whether the gun 
group has allowed foreign money 
to infiltrate its campaign coffers 
also may be under investigation, 
according to news reports. 

Also, it’s on the hot seat for pos¬ 
sible campaign finance violations 
of improperly coordinating its 
independent campaign expen¬ 
ditures with candidates, after a 
report by the liberal magazine 
Mother Jones. 

On the policy front, the situation 
isn’t much better. 

Even though the NRA’s favored 
candidates, including President 
Donald Trump, won big in the 
2016 elections, the group didn’t 
have any landmark successes in 
the 115th Congress and still will 
be pushing some of its key legis¬ 
lative priorities in the 116th Con¬ 
gress, including a bill from Texas 
Republican Sen. John Cornyn that 
would allow people with concealed 
carry permits from one state to 
use them in other states. 

“The current patchwork of state 
and local gun laws is confusing 
and can cause the most conscien¬ 
tious gun owner to unknowingly 
run afoul of the law when they 
are travehng or temporarily hv- 
ing away from home,” said Chris 
W. Cox, executive director of the 
NRA’s Institute for Legislative 
Action, in a statement. 

But such a measure is unlikely 
to get traction in the House. With 
Democrats now in control, the 
NRA will be on defense in the 
chamber, and any new gun control 
measures passed there are unlike¬ 
ly to move in the Senate. 


Associated Press 

CINCINNATI — A man ac¬ 
cused of luring authorities with 
threats of killing himself and then 
fatally shooting a sheriff’s deputy 
and wounding another deputy 
who tried to help him during a 
12-hour standoff in Ohio had his 
bond set at $10 million Monday. 

A shackled Wade Edward Winn, 
who appeared to have injuries on 
his face, was in Clermont County 
Municipal Court for his initial 
hearing on charges of aggravated 
murder and attempted aggravat¬ 
ed murder in the weekend shoot¬ 
ing in Pierce Township, roughly 
20 miles east of Cincinnati. 

Authorities say Detective Bill 
Brewer died from his wounds. 
The other deputy, Nick DeRose, 
was shot in the ankle. He was in 
court for Monday’s hearing with 
several other members of the Cl¬ 
ermont County Sheriff’s Office. 

Prosecutors said in court Mon¬ 
day that Winn had faked killing 
himself and the deputies were 


shot through a wall when they 
tried to enter the apartment to 
assist him. Prosecutors also said 
they will seek the death penalty. 

“Deputy Brewer gave his life 
attempting 
to help a per¬ 
son who was 
admittedly 
suicidal,” 
Sheriff Steve 
Leahy said 
in a press 
release Sun¬ 
day. “This 
will forever 
change the 
Winn atmosphere 

of the Cler¬ 
mont County Sheriff’s Office.” 

Ohio Attorney General Dave 
Yost said in a separate release that 
Brewer’s “valor is now recorded 
for all time, written in blood.” 

Messages seeking comment 
were left Monday for Winn’s at¬ 
torney, Jay Clark. Messages seek¬ 
ing additional comment also were 


Phil Didion, The Cincinnati Enquirer/AP 


left for county prosecutors. 

Authorities have said that of¬ 
ficers responded about 7 p.m. 
Saturday to the Royal Oaks Apart¬ 
ments following a 911 call from a 
man who said he believed some¬ 
one was inside his residence. The 
caller then said that he was armed 
and eventually told the dispatcher 
he was suicidal, according to a re¬ 
lease from the sheriff’s office. 

David O’Neil, a spokesman for 
the Ohio Attorney General’s Of¬ 
fice, has confirmed that the caller 
was determined to be Winn. 

Police agencies came under a 
“barrage” of gunfire from Winn 
before he was taken into custody 
early Sunday morning, according 
to the sheriff’s office. 

Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine on 
Sunday ordered all U.S. and state 
flags throughout Clermont Coun¬ 
ty and at the Statehouse flown at 
half-staff in honor of Brewer. The 
Republican governor’s order is in 
effect from Sunday until sunset 
on the day of Brewer’s interment. 



Reservist arrested after MMA fighter-husband wanted in killings recaptured 


Associated Press 

CONROE, Texas — An Army 
reservist is involved in the inves¬ 
tigation of a double-homicide in 
Texas where her husband, who 
is facing murder charges, tem¬ 
porarily escaped from a prisoner 
transport van Sunday, according 
to authorities in Michigan and 
Texas. 

Staff Sgt. Ginell McDonough, 37, 
was arrested at her home in Mus¬ 
kegon, Mich., on Jan. 9 for helping 
her husband hide out from author¬ 
ities with his girlfriend, according 
to an arrest report from the Mus¬ 
kegon Police Department. 

Her husband, Cedric Marks, 
is an MMA fighter suspected of 
killing two people, including an 
ex-girlfriend. He was captured 
Sunday after escaping from the 
prisoner transport van in Texas, 
authorities said. He was taken into 


custody after a nine-hour man¬ 
hunt involving multiple law en¬ 
forcement agencies, Montgomery 
County, Texas, sheriff’s Lt. Scott 
Spencer said in a tweet Sunday. 

Marks escaped during a stop at 
a McDonald’s in Conroe about 40 
miles north of Houston, Conroe 
pohce Lt. Dorcy McGinnis said 
Sunday. McGinnis said murder 
warrants were issued Sunday for 
Marks in the killings of an ex-girl- 
friend, Jenna Scott, and a friend 
of hers, Michael Swearingin, 
who disappeared Jan. 4 and were 
found buried in a shallow grave in 
Clearview, Okla., on Jan. 15. 

Marks’ arrest in Grand Rapids, 
Mich., last month stemmed from a 
Bell County, Texas, charge alleg¬ 
ing that, on Aug. 21, he broke into 
Scott’s home in Temple. Authori¬ 
ties said he escaped while being 
transferred to face that charge. 

Scott requested a protective 


order against Marks last July, 
accusing him of choking her un¬ 
conscious twice. Temple televi¬ 
sion station 
KCEN 
reported. 

The re¬ 
quest was 
denied. 

She also 
reported to 
police that 
Marks had 
broken into 
her home in 
Marks August while 

her daughter, 
who was 9, was there. She said he 
took her cellphone to prevent her 
from calhng 911. 

Police in Bloomington, Minn., 
said Marks remains a person of 
interest in the 2009 disappearance 
of April Pease, who was the moth¬ 
er of one of his children. The two 


were involved in a custody dispute 
in Washington State and Pease, 
who had a drug problem, went to 
hve in a Bloomington women’s 
shelter because she said she was 
afraid of Marks. Like Scott, Pease 
alleged that Marks had choked 
her unconscious on more than 
one occasion, according to a court 
custody investigator. Pease went 
missing in March 2009 and Marks 
got custody of their son. 

McDonough was arrested along¬ 
side another woman in Michigan 
on charges related to Marks. 

Maya Maxwell is charged with 
evidence tampering and is jailed 
in Bell County on $150,000 bond. 
According to an arrest affidavit, 
she told detectives that she drove 
Swearingin’s vehicle to Austin, 
Texas, in an attempt to hide it 
from investigators. It was found 
abandoned in the city Jan. 6. 

McDonough, who is also the 


mother of two of Marks’ children, 
is jailed in Muskegon County, 
Mich., on an obstruction of justice 
charge. She is accused of allowing 
Marks and Maxwell to stay in her 
home between Jan. 5 and Jan. 9. 

McDonough is with the Re¬ 
serve’s 180th Transportation Com¬ 
pany, based out of Muskegon. Her 
service record states her military 
service dates to 2001 with stints in 
the regular Army and Navy. 

“The Army Reserve takes this 
incident very seriously, and will 
continue to monitor and review the 
information related to this case as 
it becomes available,” said Lt. Col. 
Adam W. Jackson, spokesman for 
the Army Reserve Command. 

Marks compiled a record of 
31-28-0 during his MMA career, 
which began in 1999, according to 
mixedmartialarts.com. 


Stars and Stripes reporter Rose L. 

Thayer contributed to this story. 
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Pope received 
in style in UAE 



Andrew Medichini/AP 


Pope Francis stands at the palace entrance, flanked by Crown Prince Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed 
Al Nahyan, right, and Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid al Maktoum, left, on the occasion of an official 
welcome ceremony at the presidential palace in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates, on Monday. 


By Nicole Winfield 
AND Jon Gambrell 

Associated Press 

ABU DHABI, United Arab 
Emirates — Pope Francis re¬ 
ceived a grandiose, pomp-filled 
welcome on Monday as he opened 
his historic visit to the Arabian 
Peninsula by meeting with Emi- 
rati rulers ahead of an address to 
faith leaders gathered in a Mus¬ 
lim region known for its restric¬ 
tions on religious freedom. 

Francis arrived at the Abu 
Dhabi presidential palace in a 
tiny Kia hatchback but was greet¬ 
ed with an artillery salute and 
military flyover by a country now 
at war. 

Even for a nation known for its 
excesses, the Emiratis’ red-car¬ 
pet welcome was remarkable for 
a pope who prides himself on sim¬ 
plicity. It featured horse-mounted 
guards escorting the pontiffs 
motorcade through the palace 
gardens while the flyover trailed 
the yellow and white smoke of the 
Holy See flag. 

As cannons boomed and a mili¬ 
tary band played, Francis stood 


somberly between Abu Dhabi’s 
powerful crown prince. Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Zayed Al Na¬ 
hyan, and the Emirati vice presi¬ 
dent and prime minister. Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Rashid Al Mak¬ 
toum, during the presentation of 
delegations in the courtyard of 
the domed palace. 

In a message to the prince, writ¬ 
ten in the palace book of honor, 
Francis thanked him for his hos¬ 
pitality and assured the people of 
the UAE of his prayers and “the 
divine blessings of peace and fra¬ 
ternal solidarity.” Francis gave 
the crown prince a medal depict¬ 
ing his peace-loving namesake, 
St. Francis of Assisi, meeting the 
Egyptian sultan Malek el-Kamel 
800 years ago. 

Sheikh Mohammed, for his 
part, gave Francis a framed nota¬ 
rized decree from June 22, 1963, 
in which the then-ruler of Abu 
Dhabi donated the land for the 
construction of the first Catholic 
church in the Emirates. 

“We discussed enhancing co¬ 
operation, consolidating dialogue, 
tolerance, human coexistence & 
important initiatives to achieve 


peace, stability and development 
for peoples and societies,” Sheikh 
Mohammed tweeted. 

Francis’ speech to the gather¬ 
ing of faith leaders on Monday 
evening is to be the highlight of 
his brief, 40-hour visit to Abu 
Dhabi, the first to the Arabian 


Peninsula by a pope. His trip cul¬ 
minates on Tuesday with a huge 
papal Mass at the city’s sports 
stadium expected to draw some 
135,000 faithful in a never-be¬ 
fore-seen display of public Chris¬ 
tian worship here. 

As Francis began his trip. 


human rights groups who are 
banned from the UAE urged him 
to use his visit to press for ac¬ 
countability by the Emirati lead¬ 
ership for atrocities in the war in 
Yemen and its repression of dis¬ 
sent at home. 


Candidates register for 1st Thai general election since coup 


By Jerry Harmer 
Associated Press 

BANGKOK — Candidates in 
Thailand’s first general election 
since the military seized power in 
2014 began registering Monday, 
as supporters waved banners and 
chanted slogans in political activ¬ 
ity that until recently was illegal. 

Hundreds of candidates from 
dozens of parties crammed into 
an indoor stadium to officially 
enter the race and draw lots for 
the numbers that will go along¬ 
side their names on the ballot pa¬ 
pers for the March 24 election. 


Enthusiasm for a return to de¬ 
mocracy is high but is tempered 
with an awareness that new elec¬ 
tion rules handicap the political 
machine of former Prime Min¬ 
ister Thaksin Shinawatra, which 
has easily won every national 
election since 2001. 

The Thaksin-associated Pheu 
Thai Party’s main challenger is 
expected to be the Palang Pra- 
charat Party, widely considered a 
proxy for the military. 

Following the election, Palang 
Pracharat is expected to nominate 
the head of the current military 


government, Prayuth Chan-ocha, 
to be the next prime minister. 
Prayuth, one of three candidates 
the party has proposed, was army 
commander when he led the 2014 
coup that ousted an elected gov¬ 
ernment formed by Thaksin’s sis¬ 
ter, Yingluck Shinawatra. 

Pheu Thai’s top pick for prime 
minister urged the state Election 
Commission to keep a close watch 
on the polls. 

“The people have been waiting 
for this election for eight years,” 
said Sudarat Keyuraphan, re¬ 
ferring to the last time an elec¬ 


tion installed a government. “So 
this election must be held with 
freedom, fairness and confi¬ 
dence to make the country move 
forward.” 

Prayuth’s chances of remaining 
prime minister are considered 
good because of elaborate rules 
for forming the next government. 

There are 350 directly elected 
seats in the new lower house, but 
another 150 are decided through 
a complicated system of pro¬ 
portional representation that, 
roughly speaking, deals out seats 
in inverse proportion to those a 


party wins in the constituency 
vote. 

The more of the 350 seats a 
party wins in the direct vote, 
the lesser share of the 150 it is 
rewarded. 

The architects of the military- 
endorsed system say it will en¬ 
sure that lawmakers are drawn 
from a wide range of parties, 
thereby bringing many voices 
into the chamber. Critics say the 
system is designed to keep any 
one party from winning a m^or- 
ity, forcing the creation of a coali¬ 
tion government. 


UK politicians feuding as Brexit looms 


Outsider claims victory 
in El Salvador election 


By Jill Lawless 
Associated Press 

LONDON — With Brexit just 
seven weeks away, Britain’s rul¬ 
ing Conservative Party was 
locked in tense negotiations with 
itself Monday to rework the U.K.’s 
divorce deal with the European 
Union — as the EU stood firm in 
ruling out any renegotiation. 

Meanwhile, pro-EU and pro- 
Brexit UK. politicians traded al¬ 
legations about whether Nissan’s 
decision not to build a new SUV 
in northern England was the lat¬ 
est Brexit-induced damage to 
Britain’s economy. 

Prime Minister Theresa May 
was gathering pro-Brexit and 


pro-EU Conservative lawmakers 
into an “alternative arrangements 
working group” seeking to break 
Britain’s Brexit deadlock. 

The group is holding three days 
of meetings with ministers and 
civil servants to investigate pos¬ 
sible changes to the EU divorce 
deal, which was rejected by Par¬ 
liament last month. 

The changes center on replac¬ 
ing a measure known as the back¬ 
stop, designed to keep an open 
border between the United King¬ 
dom’s Northern Ireland and EU 
member state Ireland. 

The EU insists the Brexit with¬ 
drawal agreement can’t be rene¬ 
gotiated and has already rejected 


some of the arrangements under 
discussion in London, including 
a time limit on the backstop and 
unspecified technological solu¬ 
tions to customs checks. 

May has not spoken to EU lead¬ 
ers since Wednesday, a day after 
British lawmakers instructed 
her to seek changes to the Brexit 
withdrawal agreement she had 
spent a year and a half negotiat¬ 
ing with Brussels. 

But May’s spokesman, James 
Slack, denied that the Brexit pro¬ 
cess was deadlocked. He said the 
government was working with 
“urgency” on border solutions. 

“What we are doing right now is 
working at home on the proposal 
we will take to Brussels,” he said. 


By Marcos Aleman 

Associated Press 

SAN SALVADOR, El Salvador 
— A former mayor of El Salva¬ 
dor’s capital romped to victory 
in Sunday’s presidential election, 
winning more votes than his two 
closest rivals combined to end 
a quarter-century of two-party 
dominance in the crime-plagued 
Central America nation. 

The Supreme Electoral Court 
declared Nayib Bukele the win¬ 
ner, saying he had nearly 54 per¬ 
cent of the votes, with nearly 90 


percent of ballots counted. Carlos 
Callejas of the Nationalist Repub¬ 
lican Alliance was far behind in 
second with less than 32 percent. 

Bukele surpassed the 50 per¬ 
cent of the votes needed to avoid a 
March runoff, and he had already 
claimed victory before a jubilant 
crowd in the capital and invited 
supporters to celebrate in the 
streets. 

“I came to vote because I want 
the country to change because we 
are tired of so much corruption,” 
said Estela Henriquez, 27, at a 
polling place in the capital. 
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Car bomb blast hits Somalia capital 


By Abdi Guled 

Associated Press 

NAIROBI, Kenya — At least 
seven people died in a powerful 
car bomb explosion in Somalia’s 
capital Monday, said a senior po¬ 
lice officer. 

At least nine people were also 
injured in the blast by an ex- 
plosives-laden car parked near 
a mall close to Mogadishu’s 
local government offices, in the 
Hamarweyne district, said Capt. 
Mohamed Hussein. 

There was no immediate claim 
of responsibility for the explo¬ 
sion, however, such attacks are 
frequently carried out by Soma¬ 
lia’s Islamic extremists rebels, 
al-Shabab, who are linked to 
al-Qaida. 

Despite being ousted from 
Mogadishu and most other urban 
centers in the south and central 
areas of the country, al-Shabab 
continues to carry out deadly 
suicide attacks in Somalia and 
neighboring countries. 



Farah Abdi Warsameh/AP 

Rescuers carry a man who was severely injured by a blast in the capital Mogadishu, Somalia on Monday 


Bolivia landslide kills at 
least 11 on a highway 


Associated Press 

EL CHORO, Bolivia — Author¬ 
ities said Sunday that searchers 
had recovered 11 bodies from a 
landslide that buried cars on a 
highway in the mountains north¬ 
east of Bolivia’s capital a day ear¬ 
lier. At least 18 other people were 
reported injured. 

Officials also said new mud¬ 
slides occurred in the same area 
as a result of a third day of heavy 
rains, though there was no imme¬ 
diate word of any casualties. 


Tons of earth and mud col¬ 
lapsed on the mountain highway 
near a spot known as El Choro 
on Saturday. Public Works chief 
Oscar Coca said the bodies had 
been in two cars that were swept 
some 650 feet down a canyon. 

Heavy rains had been falling 
for two days and the cars were 
in a line of vehicles making their 
way along a muddy patch of road 
when the mountainside gave way. 

Police Gen. Romulo Delgado 
said the dead included six adults 
and five minors. 



Juan Karita/AP 


Firefighters recover the body of a victim after a mudslide on the 
outskirts of El Choro, Bolivia, on Saturday. 



Andrew Rankin/AAP 

Flooding in Australia 

Queensland Fire and Emergency Services crewmembers use an 
infiatable boat to puli residents through floodwaters on Sunday 
at Hermit Park in Townsville, Australia. Emergency workers are 
using boats and helicopters to rescue people from flooded parts of 
northern Australia where forecasts call for more heavy rainfell. More 
than 1,100 people had been rescued from their homes on Sunday 
night and evacuation efforts were continuing Monday. 


Protesters across Russia rally 
against taking Moscow trash 


By Nataliya Vasilyeva 
Associated Press 

MOSCOW — Protesters have 
rallied in more than a dozen 
Russian cities and towns against 
waste management plans that 
foresee Moscow sending its trash 
to poorer — and often pristine 
— northern areas. 

The protests Sunday ranged 
from a few dozen people up to 
1,000 in regions from northwest 
Russia to Siberia. The biggest ral¬ 
lies were held in the Arkhangelsk 
region, north of Moscow on the 
White Sea, protesting plans by 
authorities to accept trash from 
Moscow. 

More than 1,000 people in 
Arkhangelsk braved tempera¬ 
tures dipping to minus 5.8 de¬ 
grees Fahrenheit to rally. The 
local 29.ru news website showed 
protesters holding placards say¬ 
ing “We don’t want Moscow’s 


trash” and “Pomorye is not a 
garbage dump,” referring to the 
area’s name. 

The first mqjor trash protests 
took place outside Moscow last 
winter when several children 
were hospitalized with poisoning 
linked to a local landfill. Authori¬ 
ties have vowed to introduce trash 
separation and tackle the issue of 
the overflowing, poisonous land¬ 
fills that ring Moscow. 

Moscow has recently decided to 
ship some of its trash to Russia’s 
remote, pristine northwest, tout¬ 
ing it as an investment project 
that could revitalize the economi¬ 
cally depressed, remote region. 

But environmentalists and even 
some Moscow municipal officials 
have called the idea “immoral” 
and urged authorities to invest in 
waste separation and recycling 
operations instead. 


Voters reject street 
names in German area 

BERLIN — Voters in a munici¬ 
pality in northwestern Germany 
have delivered a clear message: 
no street names, thanks. 

Official results from a referen¬ 
dum held on Sunday showed 60 
percent of voters in Hilgermissen 
rejected the local council’s plan 
to name the streets, while 40 per¬ 
cent supported the proposal. 

The proposed change was in¬ 
tended to make it easier for people 
— including police, emergency 
and delivery services — to find 
their way around the municipal¬ 
ity of some 2,200 residents. 

Hilgermissen was formed in 
the 1970s out of several villages. 
Addresses currently consist of a 
house number and the name of a 
former village. 

Avalanches in the Alps 
kill at least 5 skiers 

ROME — Rescuers have found 
the bodies of three skiers in Ita¬ 
ly’s Alps and are searching for a 
fourth, raising the death toll in 
recent avalanches in the country 
to at least five. 

The Valdostano Alpine Rescue 
aircraft on Monday, searching for 
two British and two French ski¬ 
ers who were reported missing a 
day earlier, spotted three bodies. 
Dogs were helping in the search. 
RAI state radio says the missing 
skier is French. 

On Sunday, two Italian skiers 
were killed by avalanches — one 
in the Valle d’Aosta region, the 
other in the Alto Adige (South 
Tyrol) region. 

Authorities had warned that 
avalanche danger was high in the 
Italian Alps over the weekend. 

Philippines arrests 
5 in church bombing 

MANILA, Philippines — Five 
suspected Abu Sayyaf militants 
accused of involvement in the 
deadly bombing of a Roman 
Catholic cathedral in the south¬ 
ern Philippines have surrendered 
to authorities, the national police 
chief said Monday. 

Complaints for murder and 
attempted murder were filed 
against the five, as well as sev¬ 
eral other suspected Abu Sayyaf 
fighters who remain at large, for 
their role in the Jan. 27 attack at 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Ca¬ 
thedral in Sulu province’s Jolo 
town, which killed 23 people and 
wounded nearly 100 others. 

Hamburg Airport strike 
forces cancellations 

BERLIN — A strike by the 
ground staff at Germany’s Ham¬ 
burg Airport has caused the can¬ 
cellation of more than 50 flights. 

The ver.di labor union called 
ground staff out on a one-day 
strike starting at 3 a.m. Monday. 
The walkout was announced Sun¬ 
day evening. 

The airport said airlines had 
canceled 58 of the day’s sched¬ 
uled 388 departures and arrivals 
at the airport in northern Ger¬ 
many by Monday morning. It said 
further cancellations and delays 
couldn’t be ruled out. 

From The Associated Press 
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OPINION 

Once a year, Trump’s not himself. And that’s OK. 


Here’s an unsentimental explanation for the 
president’s once-a-year excursions into rhetorical 
conciliation and bipartisanship. It’s not the majesty of 
the moment. It’s smart political strategy. 


By Doyle McManus 
Los Angeles Times 

WASHINGTON 
ynics often dismiss the annual 
State of the Union speech as a use¬ 
less ritual. They’re wrong. 

The words, to be sure, are usu¬ 
ally forgettable. But the event itself — the 
pomp-filled spectacle, the partisan ap¬ 
plause and the equally partisan silences, 
unscripted reactions by Supreme Court 
justices and members of Congress — are 
always worth seeing. 

And on Tuesday, when President Donald 
Trump addresses a joint session of Con¬ 
gress and the nation from the well of the 
House, his tone will be especially impor¬ 
tant because he is undergoing a new ex¬ 
perience: a divided government, with the 
Democratic-controlled House of Repre¬ 
sentatives led by Speaker Nancy Pelosi. 

Pelosi will stand behind the president 
wielding a gavel and the satisfaction of hav¬ 
ing bested him in a brutal 35-day standoff 
over a government shutdown. That alone 
will be worth a look. 

Will he even acknowledge his party’s 
loss of 40 House seats in November, the 
worst defeat since Watergate? 

After that kind of defeat, most presidents 
offer at least a show of humility. George W. 
Bush did in 2007 when he saluted Pelosi’s 
election as the first female speaker. Barack 
Obama did in 2011 when he ruefully ac¬ 
knowledged the electorate’s rebuke. 

Trump never admits defeat. He still in¬ 
sists the GOP won last year’s campaign, 
just as he claims he didn’t surrender in 
the shutdown fight. Aides say he might say 
something nice about Pelosi, though. 

So will Trump be gracious or angry? 
Inspiring or petty? Conciliatory or 
confrontational? 

Spoiler alert: He’ll probably sound 
surprisingly little like the irascible, self- 
absorbed president who fires off insults 
and tirades in serial tweets. He’ll be tele¬ 


prompter Trump, not Twitter Trump. 

A strange thing happens to Trump at 
State of the Union time: for one night, one 
big speech, he abandons his usual bare- 
knuckled style and summons the better 
angels of his speechwriters’ nature. 

Last year. Trump assured Congress that 
nothing but blue skies lay ahead — a “New 
American Moment,” in his unmemorable 
catchphrase. 

It was also true in his 2017 congressio¬ 
nal address, when his appeal to patriotism 
prompted a CNN pundit to declare that “he 
became president of the United States in 
that moment.” 

And it will be true this time too, if you 
believe the president and his aides. The 
theme. Trump told reporters, will be 
“unity.” A White House aide read a bit of 
an early draft: “Together we can break de¬ 
cades of political stalemate ... bridge old 
divisions (and) heal old wounds.” 

Given the raw edges of American poli¬ 
tics since roughly 1968, that would be 
something to see. Somehow Trump seems 
a uniquely unlikely vessel for bridging di¬ 
vides and national reconciliation. 

But here’s an unsentimental explanation 
for the president’s once-a-year excursions 
into rhetorical conciliation and bipartisan¬ 
ship. It’s not the m^esty of the moment. It’s 
smart political strategy. 

“There’s broad concern among voters 
about the level of divisiveness in the coun¬ 
try,” Republican pollster David Winston 
told me. 

“If you listen to voters in the middle, both 
sides came out of the shutdown badly,” he 


added. “The State of the Union is an op¬ 
portunity for the president to address that 
concern and define what matters.” 

In that sense, the speech will help Trump 
kick off his 2020 re-election campaign. 

In addition to the feel-good stuff about 
unicorns and unity, he will crow about 
strong job numbers and other upbeat eco¬ 
nomic statistics. He will claim he revived 
manufacturing jobs in the Rust Belt states 
that sealed his election in 2016 and could 
determine the next race. Any president 
would do the same. 

He will also follow tradition and tick off 
a laundry list of proposals he wants Con¬ 
gress to pass. 

They will include money for a southern 
border wall, tougher immigration laws, 
money to rebuild crumbling bridges and 
other critical infrastructure, a law to re¬ 
form drug pricing, and more. 

But those priorities were all on Trump’s 
list last year when Republicans controlled 
both houses of Congress — and none of 
them passed. 

With the race to replace Trump already 
heating up. Democrats — and the president 
too, for that matter — have little incentive 
to make big compromises. Thus his bows 
toward bipartisanship will be even more 
symbolic than usual. 

So when Trump speaks, the television 
networks might consider running a mes¬ 
sage on the screen: “Do not adjust your set. 
The president will return to regular pro¬ 
gramming soon.” 

Doyle McManus is a contributing writer to the Los 
Angeles Times’ Opinion section. 



Army Futures Command fosters industry collaboration 


By Michael James Barton 

Special to Stars and Stripes 

T he Army’s next weapon system 
may be designed by someone 
wearing earbuds and a hoodie 
— not a beret and uniform. 

This summer, the Pentagon activated 
Army Futures Command (AFC), which will 
prototype new weapons and equipment. 
AFC personnel are setting up shop in a 
Silicon Valley-style innovation hub in Aus¬ 
tin, Texas, where they’ll work closely with 
industry members and entrepreneurs. 

It’s about time the Pentagon expanded 
such private-sector talent. If our military 
wants to develop the types of modern weap¬ 
ons that will save lives and achieve quicker 
victories, it ought to expand its work with 
the private sector as a trusted partner — 
and collaborate with it more effectively. 

After focusing on terrorism for the past 
two decades, the Pentagon recently named 
countering Russian and Chinese military 
power its number-one priority. This desig¬ 
nation was wise — and long overdue. In re¬ 
cent years, Russia and China have studied 
American weaknesses and invested in the 
types of weapons that could exploit them. 
Just recall the massive breach of Office of 
Personnel Management data for top-secret 
clearances, an attack that will still be felt 
decades to come. 

Meanwhile, our own modernization ef¬ 
forts have fallen behind schedule. In fact, 
according to a recent Rand report, “U.S. 
forces could, under plausible assumptions, 
lose the next war they are called upon to 
fight.” If it had to protect the Baltic states 


from Russian aggression, the report con¬ 
tinues, NATO forces would be “badly 
outgunned.” 

For its part, China has been studying 
U.S. tactics and modernizing its military. 
Between 2000 and 2014, China’s defense 
spending increased 480 percent. Any U.S. 
aircraft carrier sent to defend Taiwan 
could be met with a Chinese anti-ship bal¬ 
listic missile capable of traveling 2,500 
miles. 

Private contractors stand ready to help 
the U.S. military counter such threats. 
Harris Corp., for example, developed a 
device that prevents signal jamming and 
protects the Department of Defense’s com¬ 
munications networks during a nuclear at¬ 
tack. Defense giant Raytheon, in an effort 
to align its priorities with the Army’s new 
threat-based approach, is creating simula¬ 
tions that integrate kinetic threats — like 
bullets and missiles — with non-kinetic 
threats — like cyber warfare — to equip 
military members for modern battlefield. 

But private contractors can only meet 
the Army’s modernization needs if mili¬ 
tary leaders clearly articulate those needs. 
Army officials should encourage increased 
collaboration between the military and 
weapons manufacturers without being too 
prescriptive. Rather than saying “we need 
X, y and z,” for example, the Army could say 
“we need to accomplish x, y and z” — and 
give the private sector the creative space to 
come up with innovative solutions. 

Currently, the Army listens to private 
contractor pitches and devotes one-on-one 
time to different private companies dur¬ 


ing an opportunity “Industry Day.” But 
communication with these contractors is 
cut off shortly after that. Finding a way to 
keep these lines of communication open 
until the Army issues its official request 
for proposal may result in better, less ex¬ 
pensive weapons systems and fewer delays 
and complications. 

More Army-industry cooperation would 
also accelerate the research and develop¬ 
ment process. A sensor technology under 
development at one company might solve 
a problem faced by another contractor 
designing a new tactical vehicle. Army 
Futures Command is poised to be a key 
player in linking technologies and contrac¬ 
tors that could shave months or years off 
the delivery schedule for some systems. 

The Army should also stay up to date 
on private company protocols. In June, 
thousands of Google employees signed a 
petition asking the company to pull out of 
a Pentagon contract. Executives not only 
nixed the contract but also developed a set 
of “AI Principles” that will make collabo¬ 
ration with the armed services more diffi¬ 
cult. Analyzing why this partnership didn’t 
work out can help the military avert such 
breakdowns in the future. 

The Army can achieve its modernization 
objectives much faster by sharing infor¬ 
mation with trusted private industry part¬ 
ners. Such collaboration is the surest way 
to develop new and better technologies. 

Michael James Barton is the founder of Flyatt 
Solutions LLC and speaks around the country 
on energy and energy security matters. Fie 
previously served as deputy director of Middle 
East policy at the Pentagon. 
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AMERICAN ROUNDUP 


THE CENSUS 


100 


The approximate number of citations issued by police for underage drinking at a Connecticut bar Friday night. Au¬ 
thorities said they conducted a liquor compliance check at The Clubhouse Cafe in Hamden after they received several 
complaints about underage drinking on their tip line. Police Capt. Ronald Smith said officers issued in excess of 100 
infractions to patrons who were under 21, and the State Liquor Commission has been notified. The bar is located near 
Quinnipiac University’s Mount Carmel campus. 




Julio Cortez/AP 


Chunky selfie 


A woman takes a selfie near chunks of ice along the shore of the Hudson River at Palisades Interstate Park on Saturday in Fort Lee, N.J. 


Man who bit officer’s 
thumb is convicted 

TKI KNOXVILLE — Pros- 

I ecutors said a Bloods 
gang member who claimed to be 
a “sovereign citizen” was convict¬ 
ed of biting off the end of a police 
officer’s thumb. 

On Friday, Knox County Dis¬ 
trict Attorney General Charme 
Allen announced that a jury con¬ 
victed Alexander Ray Johnson, 
30, of aggravated assault, punish¬ 
able by three to six years in pris¬ 
on, and two assault counts. 

Prosecutors said a Knoxville of¬ 
ficer stopped Johnson in June 2017 
for speeding and for having a fake 
license plate that claimed a right 
to travel as a “Sovereign Hebrew 
Israelite.” Sovereign citizens deny 
the legitimacy of government au¬ 
thority. Prosecutors said Johnson 
wouldn’t get out or provide his h- 
cense and argued about whether 
speeding was a crime. 

They said Johnson fought offi¬ 
cers while they tried taking him 
into custody and bit backup offi¬ 
cer Trey Lane’s thumb. 

Officials: Stop leaving 
human waste on islands 

PI VERO BEACH — State 
r L officials said visitors def¬ 
ecating on a group of small islands 
near Florida’s east coast have be¬ 
come a problem. 

Treasure Coast Newspapers 
reported that the Florida Depart¬ 
ment of Environmental Protec¬ 
tion is asking kayakers, picnickers 
and anglers to stop leaving human 
waste on the dozens of spoil islands 
in the Indian River Lagoon. 

Environmental specialist Emily 
Dark said the islands are made up 
of sand and limestone and they 
lack the proper soil to effectively 
break down human waste. The 
waste can create a serious health 
hazard on the islands’ shores and 
an even bigger problem when rain 
causes it to drain into the lagoon. 

The islands don’t have trash 
cans or restrooms, so visitors are 
responsible for taking away any¬ 
thing they bring to the island. 

Driver due in jail for 
DUI crashes into store 

II ZION—Authorities said a 
I L driver who hit a police car 
and then crashed her SUV into a 
northern Illinois drug store was 
supposed to begin serving a jail 
sentence for DUI the next day. 

WLS-TV Chicago reported 
that the woman, 57, may face fel¬ 
ony charges for the Friday night 
crash. They said she hit a police 
car near a CVS store in Zion be¬ 
fore driving into the store. Tow 
truck driver Roger Whitmoore 
said the SUV stopped about 35 
feet inside the store. 

Officials said no one in the store 
or the squad car was injured. 

The woman, who police have 
not identified, was set to begin an 
80-day jail sentence on Saturday 
for driving under the influence. 

Flight returns to airport 
3 times for 3 problems 

^ A LOS ANGELES — Ha- 
waiian Airlines said a 
flight bound for Maui returned 
to the gate at Los Angeles Inter¬ 


national Airport three times for 
three separate problems before 
finally being canceled. 

Spokesman Alex Da Silva said 
Flight 33 took off and landed again 
twice on Saturday. A third time, 
the jetliner pushed back from the 
gate and then came back. 

Da Silva said each return was 
“due to separate and unrelated 
faults with different systems.” He 
didn’t elaborate. 

The more than 200 passen¬ 
gers were given hotel rooms and 
placed on other flights. 

Bank takes possession 
of historic home, inn 

||i| Q NATCHEZ — A 
I w I southwest Mississippi 
historic home and inn now be¬ 
longs to a local bank. 

The Natchez Democrat report¬ 
ed no one Friday met the $4.7 mil¬ 
lion minimum bid set by the bank 
to buy Dunleith Historic Inn and 
The Castle Restaurant. 

Natchez-based United Missis¬ 
sippi B ank foreclosed after former 
owner Michael Worley defaulted 
on $7.3 million in debt. Worley 
declared personal bankruptcy. 

United Mississippi CEO Adri¬ 
an Sandel said the bank intends 
to sell the house through other 
avenues. 

Dunleith was built in 1856 and 
has been a bed and breakfast 


since 1976. It’s among the most 
recognized antebellum struc¬ 
tures in Natchez. 

Dunleith General Manager 
John Holyoak says the inn and 
restaurant remain open. 

Man severely burned in 
e-cigarette explosion 

ly Y mamaroneck — a 

1 New York man suffered 
severe burns after he said an 
e-cigarette battery exploded in 
his pants pocket. 

Jacob Dudhnath, 27, said he 
had just arrived at work Jan. 28 
in Mamaroneck when the bat¬ 
tery burst into flames. He said he 
began rolling on the ground, and 
his co-worker, Kevin Carrelli, 
said he burned his hands trying 
to rip the pants off 

Dudhnath was taken to West¬ 
chester Medical Center with 
first- and second-degree burns to 
his left leg. He said he may need 
skin grafts in the future. 

3 plead guilty in theft 
of hundreds of firearms 

SPRINGFIELD 

ITI — Three more Texas 
men have recently pleaded guilty 
to stealing 654 firearms from 
United Parcel Service trailers in 
Springfield. 


Raynord Hunt, of Dallas, plead¬ 
ed guilty Friday to charges in a 
federal indictment. Eric White, 
of Arlington, Texas, and Derrick 
White, also of Dallas, pleaded 
guilty to the same charges in 
January. 

Frank McChriston and Keith 
Lowe, both of Dallas, and Quin¬ 
ton Haywood, of Glenn Heights, 
Texas, earlier pleaded guilty to 
the same charges. 

All six men admitted they 
worked together to steal cargo 
that was being shipped from Be- 
retta USA in Maryland to Mis¬ 
souri in October 2017. The guns 
were en route to Bass Pro Shops 
in Springfield. 

Appeals court: Judge 
exceeded authority 

I ly INDIANAPOLIS — The 
11^ Indiana appeals court 
said a judge exceeded his author¬ 
ity by doubling a woman’s prison 
sentence to six years after she 
failed to surrender in a timely 
manner to start her term. 

Porter Superior Judge Roger 
Bradford initially sentenced Ha- 
kimah Qualls, 36, of Gary to three 
years in prison. She was charged 
with escape, battery and driving 
while intoxicated. 

The Times of Northwest In¬ 
diana reported that Bradford 
ordered her to report to jail last 


March, but she requested more 
time to get her affairs in order. 
Bradford granted that request. 

But when Qualls’ attorney 
sought even more time, she was 
sentenced to six years in prison. 

In a 3-0 decision Thursday, the 
appeals court said the judge was 
wrong to increase Qualls’ origi¬ 
nal sentence. 

Chef criticized for MAGA 
hat ban reverses course 

A SAN MATEO — A San 
Francisco Bay Area 
restaurant owner who was criti¬ 
cized after saying he would refuse 
service to anyone wearing a red 
“Make America Great Again” 
baseball cap has reversed course 
and said his restaurant will con¬ 
tinue serving everyone. 

J. Kenji Lopez-Alt is a chef-part¬ 
ner of the Wursthall restaurant in 
San Mateo. He said in a statement 
Friday on Medium that the restau¬ 
rant will continue serving all cus¬ 
tomers “regardless of race, color, 
religion, sex, national origin, sex¬ 
ual preference, gender orientation, 
disability or political opinion.” 

Lopez-Alt apologized to his staff 
and business partners for not con¬ 
sidering them before he tweeted 
Sunday: “If you come to my res¬ 
taurant wearing a MAGA cap, you 
aren’t getting served.” 

From wire reports 
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‘Despacito’ singer Fonsi says he’s still a 
romantic as he drops new album, ‘Vida’ 


By Sigal Ratner-Arias 

Associated Press 

T wo years ago he made 
the whole world dance 
with “Despacito,” but 
Luis Fonsi says he is still 
a romantic singer and is ready to 
show “all his cards” with his new 
album, “Vida.” 

“Many people thought I moved 
away from that romantic side 
and I always said ‘I haven’t; I’m 
not going anywhere.’ I am still 
a romantic singer, I still talk 
that romantic language. But at 
the same time I like to do both 
things. I don’t like to be limited,” 
Fonsi said in a recent interview. 

“Vida” is his ninth studio 
album and his first in five years, 
a time of big changes in his life 
and his career — especially 
since 2016, when the birth of his 
son Rocco overlapped with that 
of the song that gave him inter¬ 
national stardom and a broader 
exposure to Latin music. The 
original “Despacito” video, fea¬ 
turing Daddy Yankee, is still the 
most watched in the history of 
YouTube with more than 5.9 bil¬ 
lion views to date; its remix with 
Justin Bieber remains among the 
top three songs on Billboard’s 
list of Hot Latin Songs. 

Both versions are included in 
the album, along with the previ¬ 


ously-released singles “Echame 
la culpa” with Demi Lovato, “Ca¬ 
lypso” with Stefflon Don, “Impo- 
sible” with Ozuna y “Sola.” 

One of the most personal piec¬ 
es is “Ahi estas tu,” which he 
wrote to his son Rocco. (His pre¬ 
vious album, “8,” included a tune 
for his daughter Mikaela.) 

There are 15 songs total that 
cover or fuse Latin pop, R&B, 
dembow, reggaeton and other 
genres. 

“I want to be able to dance, 
make people rejoice, and some¬ 
times sing a ballad with a lot of 
lyric, a lot of emotion,” said the 
Puerto Rican singer-songwriter. 

He highlighted his latest sin¬ 
gle, “Sola.” 

“It’s neither the typical de¬ 
pressing ballad nor a rhythmic 
pop song and much less a reg¬ 
gaeton, but it’s a hybrid of the 
new sound of pop and that is 
something that I’ve always liked 
to do — to innovate, to suggest 
new things to my audience and 
always to follow my own path,” 
Fonsi said. 

He said he chose the title 
“Vida” because the album is 
kind of an X-ray of his life. 

“These songs come from very 
honest, real places. Many have 
to do with me, many don’t. But I 
felt that my life is there, in each 
song,” said Fonsi. 


Box office struggles over Super Bowl weekend 


From wire services 

Compounded by the historically slow Super 
Bowl weekend, the box office continued its 
sluggish start on the year and now trails 2018 
by 15.4 percent, according to figures from 
measurement firm Comscore. The sole new¬ 
comer, “Miss Bala,” premiered at No. 3 with 
$6.7 million, within range of modest analyst 
predictions of $6 million to $9 million. 

The $15 million action thriller stars “Jane 
the Virgin” actress Gina Rodriguez as an 
unwitting participant in a cross-border drug 
conflict who is used as a pawn by both the 
Drug Enforcement Administration and a 
Mexican drug cartel. It’s based on the 2011 
Mexican crime drama of the same name. 

“Glass” maintained its hold at the top of 
the chart for the third consecutive weekend, 
adding $9.5 million for a cumulative $88.7 
million. 

Combined, the top 12 films grossed just 
$55.4 million. 

“The Upside” held on to second place, add¬ 
ing $8.9 million in its fourth weekend. One 
of the few bright spots in 2019, it’s grossed 
$75.6 million in North America. 


‘Clemency/ ‘One Child Nation’ 
take top Sundance prizes 

A fiction film about a prison warden on 
death row duty and a documentary about the 
generations affected by China’s’ one-child 
policy have won the top jury awards at the 
2019 Sundance Film Festival. 

“Clemency,” directed by Chinonye Chuk- 
wu and starring Alfre Woodard, won the 
US. Grand Jury Prize for Drama on Feb. 2 
in Park City, Utah, while Nanfu Wang and 
dialing Zhang’s “One Child Nation” took the 
documentary award. Joanna Hogg’s “The 
Souvenir” won the world cinema jury prize. 

Audience prizes went to the inspirational 
comedy “Brittany Runs a Marathon” and 
the congressional race documentary “Knock 
Down the House.” 

Cuaron wins Directors Guild 
award for ‘Roma’ 

“Roma” director Alfonso Cuaron has won 
the top honor from the Directors Guild of 
America and solidified his spot as the Oscar 


front-runner. Cuaron won out over Spike Lee 
for “BlacKkKlansman,” Bradley Cooper for 
“A Star Is Born,” Peter Farrelly for “Green 
Book” and Adam McKay for “Vice” at the 
71st DGA Awards on Feb. 2 in Los Angeles. 

Since 1948, there have been only seven 
times that the DGA winner did not take the 
Academy Award for directing. 

Other news 

■ Jerry Seinfeld has been sued by a com¬ 
pany claiming it bought the comedian’s 1958 
Porsche for $1.5 million only to discover it 
was a fake. The lawsuit, filed Feb. 1, said Fica 
Frio Limited paid $1.54 million at a March 
2016 auction in Florida. According to the 
lawsuit, Seinfeld left a voicemail last June 
apologizing and promising a full refund. But 
it said the refund never came. 

■ “Young and the Restless” actor Krist- 
off St. John has died at age 52. The cause of 
death was not available. St. John had played 
Neil Winters on the CBS soap opera since 
1991, earning nine daytime Emmy nomina¬ 
tions and winning one in 1992 for outstand¬ 
ing younger actor in a drama series. 


Unpublished 
Salinger work 
to be released 

By Hillel Italie 

Associated Press 

One of the book world’s greatest 
mysteries is finally ending: J.D. 
Salinger’s son says previously un¬ 
published work by his late father 
will be coming out. 

In comments that appeared 
Feb. 1 in The Guardian, Matt 
Salinger confirmed longstand¬ 
ing reports that the author of 
“The Catcher in the Rye” had 
continued to write decades after 
he stopped publishing books. He 
said that he and Salinger’s widow, 
Colleen, are “going as fast as we 
freaking can” to prepare the ma¬ 
terial for release. 

“He wanted me to pull it togeth¬ 
er, and because of the scope of the 
job, he knew it would take a long 
time,” Salinger said of his father, 
who died in 2010 and had not pub¬ 
lished work since the mid-1960s. 

“This was somebody who was 
writing for 50 years without pub¬ 
lishing, so that’s a lot of material. 
So there’s not a reluctance or a 
protectiveness: When it’s ready, 
we’re going to share it,” he said. 

Salinger, who helps oversee his 
father’s literary estate, says any 
new work might be years away 
and did not cite any specific titles 
or plots. He did indicate that the 
Glass family made famous in such 
fiction as “Franny and Zooey” 
would be seen again. 

Longtime Salinger publisher 
Little, Brown and Company had 
no comment. 

J.D. Salinger published just four 
books in his lifetime: “Nine Sto¬ 
ries,” “The Catcher in the Rye,” 
“Franny and Zooey” and a vol¬ 
ume with the two novellas “Raise 
High the Roof Beam, Carpenters 
and Seymour: An Introduction.” 
The last work to come out in his 
lifetime was the story “Hapworth 
16,1924,” which appeared in The 
New Yorker in 1965. 

Salinger rarely spoke to the 
media and not only stopped re¬ 
leasing new work but rejected 
any reissues or e-book editions of 
his published material. This year 
marks the centennial of his birth, 
and signs of a new openness 
emerged in 2018 when his estate 
permitted new covers and a boxed 
edition of his old fiction to come 
out for the 100th anniversary. 

Over time, rumors and specu¬ 
lation intensified over if any new 
books existed and if they were 
of publishable quality. A former 
lover, Joyce Maynard, and Salin¬ 
ger’s daughter, Margaret, have 
both contended that the author 
continued to write books. 

A 2013 documentary and book 
by Shane Salerno and David 
Shields cited two “independent 
and separate sources” in predict¬ 
ing five new works. One of the 
Salinger books would center on 
“Catcher” protagonist Holden 
Caulfield and his family. Others 
would draw on Salinger’s World 
War II years and his immersion 
in Eastern religion. 

Salerno wrote in an email Feb. 
1 to The Associated Press that “it 
was always his (J.D. Salinger’s) 
intention — and specific direc¬ 
tion — to have his work published 
after his death.” 
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SHIFTING GEARS 



2019 Murano gets new design, features 


By G. Chambers Williams III 

Fort Worth (Texas) Star-Telegram 

N issan’s five-passenger midsize 
Murano crossover returns for 
2019 with a “freshened” exterior 
design and some new premium 
interior features, along with additional 
safety and driver-assistance technologies. 

Styling tweaks include a new, bolder V- 
motion grille; restyled LED headlights 
(now standard) and LED taillights; and 
new 18- and 20-inch wheel designs. But the 
changes are not dramatic, so it’s still clearly 
identifiable as a Murano — continuing the 
unique edgy styling that has always set this 
vehicle apart from its competitors. 

The 2019 Murano comes in four trim lev¬ 
els, starting with the base front-wheel-drive 
S ($31,270 plus $1,045 freight), followed by 
the front-drive SV ($34,440), our tester for 
this report; SL ($39,230); and Platinum 
($43,530). All-wheel drive can be added to 
any trim level for an additional $1,600. 

The Platinum model’s premium interior 
comes with new semi-aniline leather with 
diamond-quilted inserts and contrasting 
micro-piping trim for the seats, door arm¬ 
rests and center console lid. 

Included on all models are the new Rear 
Door Alert and the Intelligent Driver Alert¬ 
ness system, which monitors the driver for 
signs of drowsiness and inattention. 

Optional are the new Intelligent Around 
View Monitor and an 11-speaker Bose pre¬ 
mium audio system, both of which come in 
the SV Premium Package ($3,500), which 
was included on our tester. We also had 
20-inch aluminum-alloy wheels. Optional 
are new 20-inch satin-black alloy wheels 
($1,730). 

The SV Premium Package also included 
a power panoramic moon roof, intelligent 
cruise control, front and rear parking 
sensors, LED fog lights and heated front 
seats. 


Available is Nissan Safety Shield 360, 
which includes driver assistance, crash 
avoidance and pedestrian detection sys¬ 
tems. It’s part of the Nissan Intelligent Mo¬ 
bility technology. Other features include 
Automatic Emergency Braking with Pe¬ 
destrian Detection, Blind Spot Warning, 
Rear Cross-Traffic Alert, Lane Departure 
Warning, High Beam Assist and Rear Au- 


2019 Nissan Murano 



Advantages: Styling updates have been 
included on the 2019 model, along with new 
technology and interior appointments. 
Negatives: Rear seat has limited knee and 
legroom. 

Vehicle type: Crossover utility vehicle 
Base price: $31,270-$43,530 (plus $1,045 
freight; add $1,600 for all-wheel drive) 

Price as tested: $39,230 (including freight 
and options) (SV front-wheel-drive with 
Premium Package) 

Powertrain: 3.5-liter V-6 
Transmission: Continuously variable 
automatic 

Power/torque: 260 horsepower/240 
foot-pounds 

EPA fuel economy rating: 20 mpg city/28 
highway/23 combined for all configurations 

TNS 


tomatic Braking. These are standard on the 
Platinum model, and can be added to the 
SL with the Technology Package ($1,970). 

Among new standard safety features 
are second-row side air bags and a front 
passenger knee air bag. Also available are 
Intelligent Lane Intervention and Traffic 
Sign Recognition. 

The third-generation Murano’s heavily 
sculptured look brought lots of creases and 
folds, eliminating the smoother lines of the 
previous model. One of the coolest features 
is the panoramic moon roof, which gives 
the Murano a convertible feel. 

Murano’s interior was designed to give 
occupants the feel of an upscale social 
lounge, Nissan says. To help with that, our 
SV model came with comfortable brown 
leather seats, with buckets up front and a 
three-person bench in the rear. 

Our rear seat had a pull-down center 
armrest that also had dual cupholders, 
and, at the front, a gadget cubby for smart¬ 
phones and such. At the rear of the front 
console, in easy reach of the rear passen¬ 
gers, there was a USB port, along with dual 
vents for heating and air conditioning. 

There also are map pockets in the backs 
of the two front seats, and door pockets all 
four doors with a small bottle holder in 
each. 

The NASA-inspired zero-gravity seats 
for the driver/front passenger and rear 
outboard passengers help keep occupants 
comfortable on long drives, just as they 
were designed to do for astronauts on 
long space flights. The rear seats have a 
three-cushion design, a first for a Nissan 
vehicle. 

Knee room is a bit limited in the rear seat, 
though, especially when the front seats are 
set to accommodate larger people. 

Our SV came with a navigation system 
combined with the Bose audio system (in¬ 
cluding two subwoofers), and AM/FM/HD/ 
satellite radio. NissanConnect with Mobile 


Apps was standard, along with Bluetooth 
phone connectivity and audio streaming. 
The nav system can be operated by voice 
commands. 

We had heated front seats with eight¬ 
way power adjustment on the driver’s side, 
and four-way on the passenger’s side. The 
steering wheel and shifter were leather- 
wrapped. Remote entry with pushbutton 
start was included, along with dual-zone 
automatic climate control, a seven-inch 
in-dash DriveAssist display above the 
steering column, and a driver’s side mem¬ 
ory system for outside mirrors and seat 
position. 

Three 12-volt outlets are provided along 
with the two USB ports, which can be used 
for charging of smartphones and tablets. 

There was more than ample power from 
the V-6 engine, and the standard trac¬ 
tion control helped keep the car going 
smoothly. 

Originally introduced for 2004, the Mu¬ 
rano’s name was taken from a style of fine 
Italian glass. It fits into the Nissan cross¬ 
over lineup between the compact Rogue 
and the larger, seven-passenger Pathfind¬ 
er. Rogue and Pathfinder are assembled in 
Tennessee, while the Murano is a product 
of Nissan’s Mississippi plant. 

Underneath, the new Murano has a 
four-wheel independent suspension with a 
front strut/rear multi-link arrangement. It 
comes with four-wheel antilock disc brakes 
and electronic stability control. 

The Intelligent Around View Monitor 
with Moving Object Detection gives the 
driver a bird’s-eye view of the car from 
above. The system has cameras on each 
side and on the front and rear, which com¬ 
bine to feed images to the dash screen. 

Besides the Premium Package, our 
front-drive SV tester came with carpeted 
floor mats ($245). Total sticker price was 
$39,230, including freight and options. 



2019 VOLVO XC90 
T5 MOMENTUM 


ORDER YOURS WITH OUR SIMPLICITY OFFER 

FROM ONLY $39,950* 

https;//capitol motors, com info@capitolmotors.com 

45 years serving the Military and Diplomatic communities in Germany and Italy 
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MOTORS 
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BUSINESS/WEATHER _ 

Super Bowl ads bring humor and twists 



Courtesy of Amazon/AP 


Amazon’s 2019 Super Bowl NFL football spot featuring Forest Whitaker. Amazon pokes fun at itself as 
celebrities from Harrison Ford to astronaut twins Mark and Scott Kelly test products that didn’t quite 
work out, including an electric toothbrush and a dog collar with Amazon’s Alexa digital assistant. 


By Mae Anderson 
AND Alexandra Olson 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK — This year’s 
Super Bowl ads went heavy on the 
humor — and surprises. 

Take, for instance, Jason 
Bateman’s Hyundai ad about an 
elevator with unpleasantness on 
every floor. A surprise “Game of 
Thrones” tie-in with Bud Light 
both confused and delighted 
viewers. And robots seemed to be 
everywhere as advertisers picked 
up on Americans’ unease over our 
growing dependence on artificial 
intelligence. 

“There is a clear trend toward 
lighter themes this year, with 
many ads focusing on humor 
and avoiding controversy,” said 
Charles Taylor, Villanova Univer¬ 
sity marketing professor. 

The New England Patriots 
reigned supreme over the L.A. 
Rams on the field in Atlanta, but 
during ad breaks, advertisers 
battled each other for buzz. Bud 
Light was one of the more talk¬ 
ed about advertisers during the 
game. 

Its surprise ad, for instance, 
garnered some raves. The Bud 
Light spot started off focused 
on its “Bud Knight” mascot in a 
jousting tournament. But he ends 
up facing an evil character from 
the TV show who attacks him 
while a dragon fills the sky and 
apparently incinerates the scene 
— abruptly turning the ad into 
a promo for the upcoming final 
season of the series. 

Super Bowl ad fan Tom Oliv¬ 
ieri, 42, watching the game at a 
party at his sister’s house in Fort 
Lauderdale, Fla., said the ad was 
the “best so far.” 

“Everyone here loves ‘Game 


of Thrones,”’ he said. “The whole 
room was screaming.” 

Bud’s wasn’t the only misdirec¬ 
tion of the night. A Hulu ad for the 
new season of “The Handmaid’s 
Tale” started out as a spoof of 
Ronald Reagan’s 1984 campaign 
ad “Morning in America.” And 
a promo for CBS’ new “Twilight 
Zone” made it seem like the game 
was starting up again in Atlanta 
before abruptly cutting to an 
empty stadium with host Jordan 
Peele at the center. 

Ads poking fun at robots ap¬ 
peared everywhere. TurboTax 
had a “Robochild” and Michelob 
Ultra showcased an uber-athletic 
robot sad that he can’t partake in 
a beer. SimpliSafe and Sprint’s 
ads also featured robots. Mean¬ 
while, Pringles and Amazon itself 
made fun of smart assistants. 

Most of the ads played up robots 
for laughs and weren’t realistic. 

“We have a real anxiety about 
AI and our future overlords, and 


a lot of advertisers are trying to 
address it,” said Mark DiMas- 
simo, head of ad agency DiMas- 
simo Goldstein. 

Amazon’s ad was the best of 
the bunch, he said. It showed 
Harrison Ford, Forest Whitaker 
and other celebrities testing out 
rejected Amazon products that 
feature its Alexa digital assistant, 
such as a talking electric tooth¬ 
brush and a dog collar that re¬ 
sponds to dogs, not humans. 

“Amazon stands out for hav¬ 
ing gotten tech-related advertis¬ 
ing right,” he said. Their ad was 
“pop-culture first, self-deprecat¬ 
ing, and it plays against the robot¬ 
like personality of Alexa.” 

Women-centric ads were also 
big. After Hulu’s “Handmaid’s 
Tale” spot, Serena Williams ap¬ 
peared as spokeswoman for Bum¬ 
ble, which bills itself as a feminist 
dating app where women make 
the first move. The tennis icon 
urges women not to wait to be 


given power, saying, “we already 
have it.” 

Supermodel Karlie Kloss 
played up her identity as a busi¬ 
nesswoman in an ad for web-host- 
ing service Wix.com. She wore an 
understated green T-shirt, a far 
cry from skimpily clad supermod¬ 
els in Super Bowl ads of yore. 

Ads, in general, avoided poli¬ 
tics, but a few tugged at the 
heartstrings. 

A Microsoft ad showed a dis¬ 
abled child talking excitedly about 
the fun he has using Microsoft’s 
adaptive Xbox controller de¬ 
signed for players with mobility 
limitations. The Washington Post 
aired an ad voiced by Tom Hanks 
highlighting the often dangerous 
work journalists do. 

Google’s pair of ads focused on 
its good deeds. One focused on 
its ability to help veterans search 
for jobs. Another emphasized the 
human side of its translation ser¬ 
vice. “Words can hurt and some¬ 


times divide,” the voiceover said. 
But according to the ad, every 
day the most translated words 
are “How are you,” “Thank you,” 
and “I love you.” 

That ad was a favorite at Robert 
Lerner’s gathering in Los Altos, 
California. He hosted about 20 
people on game day. 

“People liked the fact it was in¬ 
ternational and shows Google is 
doing the good stuff — we live in 
Google country,” he said. “It was 
heartwarming and good to see.” 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 

Euro costs (Feb. 5).$1.1744 

Dollar buys (Feb. 5).€0.8515 

British pound (Feb. 5).$1.34 

Japanese yen (Feb. 5).106.00 

$outh Korean won (Feb. 5). 1,090.00 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar).0.3769 

British pound.$1.3059 

Canada (Dollar).1.3136 

China (Yuan) 6 7449 

Denmark (Krone).6.5326 

Egypt (Pound).17.6663 

Euro.$1.1426/0.8752 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.8471 

Hungary (Forint).278.05 

Israel (Shekel).3.6151 

Japan (Yen) 110 12 

Kuwait (Dinar).0.3032 

Norway (Krone).8.4998 

Philippines (Peso).52.44 

Poland (Zloty) 3 75 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).3.7511 

Singapore (Dollar).1.3537 

South Korea (Won).1,1119.98 

Switzerland (Franc).0.9992 

Thailand (Baht).31.32 

Turkey (Lira) 5 2258 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Prime rate.5.50 

Discount rate.3.00 

Federal funds market rate.2.40 

3-month bill.2.35 

30-year bond.3.03 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 


TUESDAY IN THE MIDDLE EAST 


TUESDAY IN EUROPE 


WEDNESDAY IN THE PACIFIC 
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INTRO OFFER! 

FOUR WEEKS Web + Mobile 

When you subscribe to 
Stripes Digital Access... 

Get exclusive access to innovative digital 
features, interactive articles, award-winning 
photography and more. Enjoy unlimited 
access to the Stripes.com website and our 
Stars and Stripes mobile apps, all for a low 
monthly or annual subscription. 


Stars and Stripes content features 

• Access to Stars and Stripes nnobile apps 

• Exclusive reports on military matters 

• Coverage of all military branches 

• Special features on current issues 

• Veterans topics 

• Retrospectives such as Vietnam at 50 

• Archive Photo of the Day 

• Unbiased, First Amendment protected 
reporting from U.S. military bases around 
the world. 


Subscribe Today! 


stripes.com/subscribe 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 Glitz partner 
5 Body powder 
9 Use a straw 

12 Andean land 

13 Jannings of 
old films 

14 Travail 

15 Former Cubs 
slugger 

17 Tolkien creature 

18 Porgy’s love 

19 Witherspoon 
of “Wild” 

21 Inventor Nikola 

24 Pugilist’s weapon 

25 Yard tool 
26“CSI” procedures 

30 Egg (Pref.) 

31 Topped with froth 

32 Picnic dessert 

33 Like ghost towns 

35 Dog’s treasure 

36 Cambodia 
neighbor 

37 “What the Butler 
Saw” playwright 

38 Ink stains 
40 Onetime “This 

Old House” 
host Bob 

42 Back talk 

43 “Georgia on My 
Mind,” for one 

48 Mine material 

49 Sunrise direction 

50 Counterfeit 

2-5 

MCNZ F CPRN DPBHYBZR RAG 

YNSAHBKCNY DJ BSOHAKBAZ 

JNKGNWYFJ, BG M F K WNFHHJ F 

YJZFSBGN YBKOHFJ. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: HISTORICAL ENGLISH 
MONARCH WHO WAS KNOWN FOR KEEPING A 
HUGE POULTRY FARM: KING HENNERY. 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: Y equals D 


51 Petrol 22 Roof overhang 

52 Obligation 23 Aspen attractions 

53 Meditative 24 Notoriety 

practice 26 “— you’re told!” 

27 Rebel Turner 

DOWN 28 Ex-Yankee 

1 Family docs Martinez 

2 Grazing land 29 Beheld 

3 Branch 31 Heeded dental 

4 Speak unclearly advice 

5 Dick Tracy’s love 34 Feedbag morsel 

6 Hebrew prophet 35 Obstreperous 


7 Fleur-de- 

8 Gem’s feature 

9 Ideal place on 
a tennis racket 

10 Charged bits 

11 Seeger or 
Sampras 

16 Verily 

20 Jargon suffix 

21 Walked (on) 


37 Flamenco cheer 

38 Online journal 

39 Turkish money 

40 Expansive 

41 -bitty 

44 Greek cross 

45 Discoverer’s call 

46 Pester 

47 “Today” rival, 
briefly 
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FREE AD Guidelines: 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact information. 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


STARSI^STRI PES.' 


CLASSIFIED 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 


When you see this^^£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Advertising' 
Circulation 
Reader Letters 


Van Rowell rowell.van@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9111 DSN 314.583.9111 

letters@stripes.com 


Robert Reismann reismann.robert@stripes.corr 
+49(0)631.3615.9150 DSN 314.583.9150 

letters@stripes.com 


Mari Matsumoto SSPcirculation@stripes.ci 
+81(3) 6385.3171 DSN 315.229.3171 

letters@stripes.com 


GlassifiedsEUROPE 

■ For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 

Announcements 040 

I Automotive 140 

I Autos for Sale [ 


1 , - ,1 


SCAM 

FADS 


Classifieds scar 
target both sel 
buyers with cl; 


fads ai 


] Vehicle buyers wanting to 
buy sight unseen and have 
the vehicle shipped 
through an agent using 
paypal. 

] People saying Free Dog 


SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


us SPEC Vehicles 


••Winter in Garmisch!^^ 
Hotel Forsthaus Oberau 8 km 
N of Garmisch Hot tub/sauna 
39eur PP, DBL occp, free brkfst. 
dogs welcome. 08824-9120 
www.forsthaus-oberau.de 

ra 


Take the fuss out of 
packing up for your next 
PCS— sell everything 
with Stripes 
free classifieds! 


STARSK^STRIPES. 



Visit Stripes 


STARS AND STRIPES 


Want a better picture? 



You’ll get one - just by reading 
Stars and Stripes military 
news coverage. 

In print • Online at stripes.com • 
Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 
No one covers the bases 
the way we do. 


StarsiqiStri pes. 

However you read us, wherever you need us. 





Round-the-world news for America s military. 


lies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


Phoenix Open 

PGA TOUR 
Sunday 

At TPC Scottsdale 
Scottsdale, Ariz. 

Purse: $7.1 million 
Yardage: 7,261; Par: 71 
Final 

Rickie Fowler, $1,278,00064-65-64-74-267 -17 
Branden Grace, $766,80067-64-69-69-269 -15 
Justin Thomas, $482,80064-66-68-72-270 -14 
Chez Reavie, $293,467 71-69-64-68-272 -12 
Bubba Watson, $293,46766-67-68-71-272 -12 
Matt Kuchar, $293,467 67-65-65-75-272 -12 
Chris Stroud, $221,283 71-66-67-69-273 -11 
Sungjae Im, $221,283 69-68-67-69-273 -11 

G. Woodland, $221,283 68-67-66-72-273 -11 

Russell Knox, $163,300 71-66-69-68-274 -10 
Jon Rahm, $163,300 67-68-70-69-274 -10 

X.Schauffele, $163,300 67-72-67-68-274 -10 

H. Varner III, $163,300 64-71-68-71-274 -10 

J. Vegas, $163,300 70-69-66-69-274 -10 

Tyrrell Hatton, $113,600 66-71-70-68-275 -9 
Russell Henley, $113,60068-68-69-70-275 -9 
H. Matsuyama, $113,60068-69-69-69-275 -9 
Trey Mullinax, $113,600 67-64-72-72-275 -9 
C.Smith, $113,600 67-65-71-72-275 -9 

C. Hadley, $76,917 71-65-70-70-276 -8 

C. Hoffman, $76,917 66-68-70-72-276 -8 

Scott Piercy, $76,917 66-71-71-68-276 -8 

Webb Simpson, $76,917 67-69-70-70-276 -8 
Byeong Hun An, $76,91766-68-66-76-276 -8 
Jason Kokrak, $76,917 73-66-65-72-276 -8 
Bud Cauley, $50,410 68-72-66-71-277 -7 

B. Harkins, $50,410 70-66-69-72-277 -7 

J.B. Holmes, $50,410 69-68-68-72-277 -7 

Max Homa, $50,410 70-68-71-68-277 -7 

Kevin Kisner, $50,410 70-69-70-68-277 -7 

Martin Laird, $50,410 65-68-70-74-277 -7 

J. T. Poston, $50,410 65-74-68-70-277 -7 

K. Aphibarnrat, $37,512 69-70-71-68-278 -6 

Emiliano Grillo, $37,512 67-73-67-71-278 -6 
David Hearn, $37,512 67-68-71-72-278 -6 

Hunter Mahan, $37,512 70-68-69-71-278 -6 

D. McCarthy, $37,512 69-65-71-73-278 -6 

O.Schniederjans, $37,51267-69-69-73-278 -6 
Brian Harman, $29,110 69-72-69-69-279 -5 
Billy Horschel, $29,110 71-68-73-67-279 -5 
Beau Hossler, $29,110 70-71-66-72-279 -5 
Zach Johnson, $29,110 71-67-69-72-279 -5 
Nick Watney, $29,110 67-69-69-74-279 -5 

John Catlin, $21,466 70-71-68-71-280 -4 

Adam Hadwin, $21,466 72-67-69-72-280 -4 
Danny Lee, $21,466 72-68-67-73-280 -4 

Jimmy Walker, $21,466 72-69-66-73-280 -4 
Tom Hoge, $21,466 67-68-69-76-280 -4 

Alex Noren, $21,466 69-72-69-70-280 -4 

Stewart Cink, $17,289 69-70-70-72-281 -3 

Chris Kirk, $17,289 71-70-69-71-281 -3 

J.J. Spaun, $17,289 69-69-72-71-281 -3 

Kevin Streelman, $17,28971-67-70-73-281 -3 
Matthew Wolff 67-70-72-72-281 -3 

Brian Gay, $16,259 67-73-72-70-282 -2 

Adam Schenk, $16,259 70-71-71-70-282 -2 

B. Snedeker, $16,259 69-70-72-71-282 -2 

Brian Stuard, $16,259 71-69-71-71-282 -2 

G. Murray, $15,904 68-72-70-73-283 - 

Andrew Landry, $15,33667-68-74-75-284 I 
Kevin Na, $15,336 68-72-74-70-284 I 

Carlos Ortiz, $15,336 70-68-70-76-284 ! 

Ryan Palmer, $15,336 68-71-71-74-284 I 

C. T. Pan, $15,336 73-68-72-71-284 ! 

Sam Ryder, $15,336 72-67-71-74-284 I 

Richy Werenski, $15,33669-69-73-73-284 I 
Keegan Bradley, $14,62668-69-75-73-285 + 
C. Champ, $14,626 70-69-71-75-285 + 

James Hahn, $14,626 68-72-70-75-285 + 

John Huh, $14,271 67-73-69-77-286 +: 

F. Jacobson, $14,271 68-72-72-74-286 +: 

Satoshi Kodaira, $14,05871-70-72-75-288 + 
Keith Mitchell, $13,916 74-67-74-74-289 +: 

Saudi International 

Sunday 

At Royal Greens Golf & CC 
King Abdulla Economic City, Saudi 
Arabia 

Purse: $3.5 million 
Yardage: 7,010; Par: 70 
Final 

Dustin Johnson, US 68-61-65-67-26 

Li Haotong, China 67-65-62-69-26: 

Tom Lewis, England 71-66-62-65-26 

Lee Min Woo, Australia 69-70-63-63-26: 
Alexander Levy, France 69-65-67-65-26: 
Joost Luiten, Netherlands 66-71-69-63-26 
Bryson Dechambeau, US 68-68-68-65-26 
Ian Poulter, England 68-67-68-66-26 

Scott Hend, Australia 70-63-69-67-26 

Ryan Fox, New Zealand 67-67-67-68-26 
Justin Harding, S. Africa 65-72-70-63-27: 
Gavin Green, Malaysia 68-68-67-67-27: 
Bradley Dredge, Wales 67-70-72-62-27 
Victor Perez, France 66-70-71-64-27 

Richard Sterne, S. Africa 66-68-70-67-27 
Mike Lorenzo-Vera, France 69-71-63-68-27 
Ross Fischer, England 65-72-65-69-27 
Victor Dubuisson, France 72-65-69-66-27: 
Marcus Kinhult, Sweden 67-71-67-67-27: 
Renato Paratore, Italy 65-74-65-68-27: 
Zander Lombard, S. Africa 65-67-70-70-27: 
Also 

David Lipsky, United States 71-67-69-67-27 
Patrick Reed, United States 67-71-72-71-28 
Brooks Koepka, US 69-70-74-69-28 


College basketball 


Men’s AP Top 25 fared 

)t play. Next: 

2. Duke (19-2) did not play. Next: vs. 
Boston College, Tuesday. 

3. Virginia (20-1) did not play. Next: vs. 
No. 2 Duke, Saturday. 

4. Gonzaga (21-2) did not play. Next: 
vs. San Francisco, Thursday. 

5. Michigan (20-2) did not play. Next: 
at Rutgers, Tuesday. 

6. Michigan State (18-4) did not play. 
Next: at Illinois, Tuesday. 

7. Kentucky (18-3) did not play. Next: 
vs. South Carolina, Tuesday. 

8. Nevada (21-1) did not play. Next: at 
Colorado State, Wednesday. 

9. North Carolina (17-4) did not play. 
Next: vs. No. 23 N.C. State, Tuesday. 

10. Marquette (19-3) did not play. Next: 
vs. St. John’s, Tuesday. 

11. Kansas (17-5) did not play. Next: at 
Kansas State, Tuesday. 

12. Virginia Tech (18-3) did not play. 
Next: vs. No. 15 Louisville, Monday. 

13. Houston (21-1) did not play. Next: 
at UCF, Thursday. 

14. Villanova (18-4) beat Georgetown 
77-65: vs. Creighton, Wednesday. 

15. Louisvilfe (16-6) did not play. Next: 
at No. 12 Virginia Tech, Monday. 

16. Texas Tech (17-5) did not play. 
Next: vs. West Virginia, Monday. 

17. Purdue (16-6) beat Minnesota 73- 
63. Next: vs. Nebraska, Saturday. 

18. Buffalo (19-3) did not play. Next: vs. 
Central Michigan, Saturday. 

19. LSU (17-4) did not play. Next: at No. 
22 Mississippi State, Wednesday. 

20. Iowa State (17-5) did not play. Next: 
at Oklahoma, Monday. 

21. Maryland (17-6) did not play. Next: 
at Nebraska, Wednesday. 

22. Mississippi State (16-5) did not 
play. Next: vs. No. 19 LSU, Wednesday. 

23. N.C. State (16-6) did not play. Next: 
at No. 9 North Carolina, Tuesday. 

24. Wisconsin (16-6) did not play. Next: 
at Minnesota, Wednesday. 

25. Florida State (16-5) did not play. 
Next: at Syracuse, Tuesday. 

Sunday’s men’s scores 


EAST 

Maine 62, New Hampshire 53 
Quinnipiac 84, Niagara 73 
UConn 76, East Carolina 52 
Villanova 77, Georgetown 65 

-OUTH 


SOI 


Sunday’s transactions 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 

ATLANTA HAWKS - Transferred G 
Jaylen Adams and F Alex Poythress from 
Erie (NBADL). 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

NEW JERSEY DEVILS - Terminated the 
conditioning loan of G Cory Schneider to 
Binghamton (AHL). Assigned G Macken¬ 
zie Blackwood to Binghamton. 

WASHINGTON CAPITALS - Assigned 
D Christian Djoos to Hershey (AHL) for 
long-term injury conditioning. 


Pro baseball 


Jan. 31-Feb. 15 — Salary arbitration 
hearings, St. Petersburg, Fla. 

Feb. 6-8 — Owners’ meetings, Orlando, 
Fla. 

Feb. 10 — Voluntary reporting date for 
Oakland pitchers, catchers and injured 
players. 

Feb. 11 — Voluntary reporting date for 
Seattle pitchers, catchers and injured 
players. 

Feb. 13 — Voluntary reporting date 
for other teams’ pitchers, catchers and 
injured players. 

Feb. 15 — Voluntary reporting date for 
other players on Oakland and Seattle. 


10. Marquette (19-3) beat DePaul 93- 
87. Next: vs. Georgetown, Friday. 

11. Maryland (19-2) did not play. Next: 
at Illinois, Monday. 

12. Texas (18-4) did not play. Next: vs. 
No. 1 Baylor, Monday. 

13. Iowa (17-5) beat Penn State 81-61. 
Next: at No. 22 Michigan State, Thurs- 




. Utah (18-3) lost to No. 9 Orel 


l?^[: 


Clemson 64, Wake Forest 37 
MIDWEST 

Creighton 76, Xavier 54 

Nebraska-Omaha 90, North Dakota 72 

Purdue 73, Minnesota 63 

Wright St. 79, lUPUl 74 
FAR WEST 

S. Dakota St. 92, Denver 82 

UC Santa Barbara 75, Hawaii 54 

Women’ AP Top 25 fared 

Sunday 

1. Baylor (19-1) did not play. Next: at 
No. 12 Texas, Monday. 

2. UConn (19-2) did not play. Next: vs. 
East Carolina, Wednesday. 

3. Louisville (21-1) did not play. Next: 
vs. No. 18 Syracuse, Thursday. 

4. Oregon (21-1) beat Colorado 102-43. 
Next: at California, Friday. 

5. Notre Dame (21-2) beat Georgia 
Tech 90-50. Next: at Miami, Thursday. 

6. Mississippi State (21-1) beat Ala¬ 
bama 65-49. Next: vs. Tennessee, Sun¬ 
day. 

7. N.C. State (21-1) lost North Caro¬ 
lina 64-51. Next: at No. 24 Florida State, 
Thursday. 

8. Stanford (18-3) did not play. Next: 
vs. No. 9 Oregon State, Friday. 

9. Oregon State (19-3) beat No. 14 Utah 
71-63. Next: at No. 8 Stanford, Friday. 


State 71-63. Next: vs. Southern Cal, 
day, 

15. Gonzagz . 
at Portland, Saturday. 

16. South Carolina (16-5) beat Arkan¬ 
sas 87-79. Next: vs. Missouri, Thursday. 

17. Rutgers (17-5) lost to Minnesota 
60-46. Next: vs. No. 11 Maryland, Sunday. 

18. Syracuse (17-4) did not play. Next: 
at No. 3 Louisville, Thursday. 

19. Kentucky (18-5) beat Florida 62-51. 
Next: at Auburn, Thursday. 

20. Texas A&M (18-4) beat Mississippi 
72-60. Next: at Missouri, Thursday. 

21. Arizona State (15-6) did not play. 
Next: at Washington State, Thursday. 

22. Michigan State (16-5) beat Purdue 
74-66. Next: vs. No. 13 Iowa, Thursday. 

23. Iowa State (17-5) did not play. Next: 
vs. West Virginia, Saturday. 

24. Florida State (19-3) beat Wake 
Forest 85-61. Next: vs. No. 7 N.C. State, 
Thursday. 

25. BYU (17-5) did not play. Next: vs. 
Saint Mary’s, Thursday. 

Sunday’s women’s scores 

EAST 

Dayton 74, Rhode Island 62 
Fordham 57, Duquesne 46 
Georgetown 61, Providence 56 
Iowa 81, Penn St. 61 
Manhattan 52, Siena 48 
Monmouth (NJ) 73, Fairfield 63 
Quinnipiac 72, Rider 56 
Seton Hall 83, Butler 62 
St. Bonaventure 64, George Mason 55 
St. John’s 70, Xavier 41 
VCU 65, Saint Joseph’s 47 
Villanova 67, Creighton 62 
Virginia Tech 95, Boston College 86 
West Virginia 71, Kansas 50 
SOUTH 

Auburn 59, Georgia 58 
Coll, of Charleston 70, Hofstra 62 
Davidson 80, La Salle 61 
Delaware 74, Elon 63 
Drexel 62, William & Mary 58 
Duke 74, Pittsburgh 55 
Florida St. 85, Wake Forest 61 
James Madison 71, Towson 59 
Kentucky 62, Florida 51 
Miami 72, Virginia 59 
Mississippi St. 65, Alabama 49 
North Carolina 64, NC State 51 
Richmond 62, UMass 58 
Tennessee 82, Vanderbilt 65 
Texas A&M 72, Mississippi 60 
UCF 66, South Florida 63 
UNC-Wilmington 83, Northeastern 70 
MIDWEST 

Bradley 69, Loyola of Chicago 56 
Drake 94, S. Illinois 66 
Illinois St. 70, Valparaiso 67 
Indiana 82, Nebraska 78 
Marquette 93, DePaul 87 
Michigan 76, Wisconsin 70 
Michigan St. 74, Purdue 66 
Minnesota 60, Rutgers 46 
Missouri St. 63, N. Iowa 58 
North Dakota 69, Nebraska-Omaha 68 
Northwestern 76, Ohio St. 59 
Notre Dame 90, Georgia Tech 50 
Saint Louis 60, George Washington 44 
W. Illinois 82, N. Dakota St. 70 
SOUTHWEST 

South Carolina 87, Arkansas 79 
TCU 69, Oklahoma St. 55 

FAR WEST 

Oregon 102, Colorado 43 
Oregon St. 71, Utah 63 
Southern Cal 81, Washington St. 73 
UCLA 76, Washington 60 


Fight schedule 

Feb. 9 

At Fantasy Springs Resort Casino, In¬ 
dio, Calif., Alberto Machado vs. Andrew 
Cancio, 12, for Machado’s WBA super 
featherweight title; Rey Vargas vs. Frank¬ 
lin Manzanilla, 12, for Vargas’ WBC World 
super bantamweight title; Joseph Diaz 
Jr. vs. Charles Huerta, 10, super feather¬ 
weights. 

At Dignity Health Sports Park, Carson, 
Calif. , Gervonta Davis vs. Abner Mares, 
12, for Davis’ WBA featherweight title; 
Erickson Lubin vs. Ishw Smith, 10, super 
welterweights; Javier Fortune vs. Sharif 
Bogere, 10, lightweights; Eddie Ramirez 
vs. Juan Heraldez, 10, Junior welter¬ 
weights; Xavier Martinez vs. Deivi Julio 
Basse, 10, Junior lightweights. 

At Fresno, Calif., Jose Carlos Ramirez 
vs. Jose Zepeda, 12, for Ramirez’s WBC 
World super lightweight title; Raymundo 
Beltran vs. Hiroki Okada, 10 super light¬ 
weights; Genesis Servania vs. Carlos Cz “ 
tro, 10, featherweights; Bryan Vasquez 
Enrique Tinoco, 10, super featherweights 
Andy Vences vs. Dardan ZenunaJ, 10, su¬ 
per featherweights; Saul Rodriguez vs. 
Aelio Mesquita, 10, lightweights. 

Feb. 15 

At Grand Casino, Hinckley, Minn., Rob 
Brant vs. Khasan Baysangurov, 12, for 
Brant’s WBA World middleweight title. 

Feb. 16 

At Los Angeles, Leo Santa Cruz vs. 
Miguel Flores, 12, for Santa Cruz’s WBA 
featherweight title; Omar Figueroa Jr. vs. 
John Molina Jr., 10, welterweights. 


St. Petersburg Ladies 

At Sibur Arena 
St. Petersburg, Russia 
Purse: $823,000 (Premier) 
Surface:_Hard-indoor 

Championship 

Kiki Bertens (2), Netherlands, def. 
Donna Vekic (8), Croatia, 7-6 (2), 6-4. 


Championship 

Margarita Gasparyan and Ekaterina 
Makarova, Russia, def. Anna Kalinskaya, 


Thailand Open 

Sunday 

At True Arena Hua Hin 
Hua Hin, Thaiiand 
Purse: $226,750 (inti.) 
Surface:_Hard-lndoor 

Championship 

Dayana Yastremska (8), Ukraine, def. 
AJIa Tomljanovic (6), Australia, 6-2, 2-6, 
7-6 (3). 


Championship 

Irina-Camelia Begu and Monica 
Niculescu (2), Romania, def. Anna Blink¬ 
ova, Russia, and Wang Yafan, China, 2-6, 
6-1, 12-10. 


Davis Cup 


WORLD GROUP 
Qualifiers 

Winners to final tournament, Nov. 18-24; 
losers to zonal groups 
Belgium 3, Brazil 1 

At Ginasio Presidente Tancredo Neves 
Uberlandia, Brazil 
Surface: Clay-Indoor 

Thiago Montiero, Brazil, def. Arthur De 
Greet, Belgium, 6-3, 6-2. 

Kimmer Coppejans, Belgium, def. Rog- 
erio Dutra Silva, Brazil, 6-4, 6-4. 


Sander Gille and Joran Vliegen, Bel¬ 
gium, def. Marcelo Melo and Bruno 
Soares, Brazil, 6-4, 7-6 (4). 

Reverse Singles 

Kimmer Coppejans, Belgium, def. 
Thiago Montiero, Brazil, 6-3, 6-4. 

Rogerio Dutra Silva, Brazil vs. Arthur 
De Greet, Belgium, not played. 

Japan 3, China 2 

At Guangdong Olympic Sports Center 
Tennis Center 
Guangzhou, China 
Surface.^Hard-Outdoor 

Li Zhe, China, de^Yoshihito Nishioka, 
Japan, 6-3, 6-2. 

Taro Daniel, Japan, def. Zhang Ze, Chi¬ 
na, 7-6 (3), 6-4. 


Gong Mao-Xin and Zhang Ze, China, 
def. Ben Mclachlan and Yasutaka Uchi- 
yama, Japan, 5-7, 7-5, 6-4. 

Reverse Singles 

Yoshihito Nishioka, Japan, def. Zhang 
Ze, China, 6-2, 6-0. 

Taro Daniel, Japan, def. Li Zhe, China, 
6-3, 6-7 (4), 6-3. 

Serbia 3, Uzbekistan 2 
At Saxovat Sport Servis Sport Complex 
Tashkent, Uzbekistan 
Surface:_Hard-lndoor 

Dusan Lajovic, Serbia, def. Sanjar 
Fayziev, Uzbekistan, 7-6 (4), 6-3. 

Filip Krajinovic, Serbia, def. Denis Isto¬ 
min, Uzbekistan, 6-2, 6-4 


Sanjar Fayziev and Denis Istomin, Uz¬ 
bekistan, def. Nikola Milojevic and Viktor 
Troicki, Serbia, 2-6, 6-1, 6-3. 

Reverse Singles 

Denis Istomin, Uzbekistan, def. Dusan 
Lajovic, Serbia, 6-3, 6-4. 

Filip Krajinovic, Serbia, def. Sanjar 
Fayziev, Uzbekistan, 4-6,6-3, 6-0. 


AP sportlight 


Feb. 5 

1913 - The New York State Athletic 
Commission bans boxing matches be¬ 
tween fighters of different races. 

1919 — Charges against Cincinnati’s 
Hal Chase of throwing games and bet¬ 
ting against his team are dismissed by 
National League president John Heydier. 
Two weeks later. Chase is traded to the 
New York Giants. 

1948 — After landing the first double 
axel in Olympic competition, Dick Button 
becomes the first American to win the 
Olympic gold medal in figure skating. 
Gretchen Fraser becomes the first U.S. 
woman Olympic slalom champion. 

1960 — Bill Russell grabs 51 rebounds 
in the Boston Celtics’ 124-100 victory 
over the Syracuse Nationals. Russell is 
the first player in NBA history to pull in 
50 or more rebounds. 

1976 — Austrian Franz Klammer wins 
the Olympic gold medal in the downhill 
at Innsbruck, Austria. Bill Koch wins a 
silver in the 30-kilometer cross-country 
race to become the first American to win 
a medal in a Nordic event. 

1980 — Gordie Howe plays his 23rd and 
final All-Star Game. Howe doesn’t score, 
but sets up the final goal of the game, by 
Real Cloutier, in the Wales Conference’s 
6-3 win against the Campbell Conference 
at Joe Louis Arena in Detroit. 

1990 — Notre Dame bucks the College 
Football Association and becomes the 
first college to sell its home games to a 
major network, agreeing to a five-year 


Australia 4, Bosnia/Herzegovina 0 
At Memorial Drive Tennis Club 
Adelaide, Australia 
Surface: Hard-Outdoor 

John Millman, Australia, def. Damir 
Dzumhur, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 6-3, 
6-2. 


Doubles 

John Peers and Jordan Thompson, 
Australia, def. Tomislav Brkic and Mirza 
Basic, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 7-5,6-1. 

Reverse Singles 

Alexei Popyrin, Australia, def. Nerman 
Fatic, 6-1, 7-6 (2). 

John Millman, Australia, vs. Mirza Ba¬ 
sic, Bosnia and Herzegovina, not played. 

Germany 5, Hungary 0 
At Fraport Arena 
Frankfurt, Germany 
Surface: Hard-Indoor 
Singles 

Philipp Kohlschreiber, Germany, vs. 
Zsombor Piros, Hungary, 6-7 (6), 7-5, 6-4. 

Alexander Zverev, Germany, def. Peter 
Nagy, Hungary, 6-2, 6-2. 

Doubles 

Tim Puetz and Jan-Lennard Struff, 
Germany, def. Gabor Borsos and Peter 
Nagy, Hungary, 6-2, 6-3. 

Reverse Singles 

Alexander Zverev, Germany, def. 
Zsombor Piros, Hungary, 6-3, 6-4. 

Philipp Kohlschreiber, Germany, def. 
Peter Nagy, Hungary, 6-7 (5), 6-3,10-5. 

Russia 3, Switzerland 1 
At Swiss Tennis Arena 
Biel, Switzerland 
Surface: Hard-Indoor 
Singles 

Daniil Medvedev, Russia, def. Henri 
Laaksonen, Switzerland, 7-6 (8), 6-7 (6), 
6-2. 

Karen Khachanov, Russia, def. Marc- 
Andrea Huesler, Switzerland, 6-3, 7-5. 

Doubles 

Jerome Kym and Henri Laaksonen, 
Switzerland, def. Evgeny Donskoy and 
Andrey Rublev, Russia, 4-6, 6-3, 7-6 (1). 

Reverse Singles 

Karen Khachanov, Russia, def. Henri 
Laaksonen, Switzerland, 6-7 (2), 7-6 (6), 
6-4. 

Marc-Andrea Huesler, Switzerland, vs. 
Daniil Medvedev, Russia, not played. 

Netherlands 3, Czech Republic 1 
At Ostravar Arena 
Ostrava, Czech Republic 
Surface: Hard-Indoor 
Singles 

Jiri Vesely, Czech Republic, def. Tallon 
Griekspoor, Netherlands, 5-7, 6-4,6-4. 

Robin Haase, Netherlands, def. Lukas 
Rosol, Czech Republic, 6-2, 6-4. 

Doubles 

Robin Haase and Jean-Julien Rojer, 
Netherlands, def. Lukas Rosol and Jiri 
Vesely, Czech Republic, 7-6 (5), 3-6, 7-6 
(7). 

Reverse Singles 

Robin Haase, Netherlands, def. Jiri Le- 
checka, Czech Republic, 6-4, 2-6, 6-3. 

Lukas Rosol, Czech Republic, vs. Tal¬ 
lon Griekspoor, Netherlands, not played. 

Colombia 4, Sweden 0 
At Palacio de los Deportes 
Bogota, Colombia 
Surface: Clay-Indoor 
Singles 

Santiago Giraldo, Colombia, def. Elias 
Ymer, Sweden, 6-2, 6-4. 

Daniel Elahi Galan, Colombia, def. Mi¬ 
kael Ymer, Sweden, 6-1, 6-2. 

Doubles 

Juan-Sebastian Cabal and Robert Far- 
ah, Colombia, def. Markus Eriksson and 
Robert Lindstedt, Sweden, 6-3,6-4. 

Reverse Singles 

Alejandro Gonzalez, Colombia, def. 
Elias Ymer, Sweden, 6-3, 6-3. 

Santiago Giraldo, Colombia, vs. Mikael 
Ymer, Sweden, not played. 


contract with NBC beginning in 1991. 

1999 — Patrick Roy, at 33, becomes the 
youngest goalie in NHL history to earn 
400 wins when he makes 26 saves in the 
Colorado Avalanche’s 3-1 win against the 
Red Wings at Joe Louis Arena. 

2003 - Bode Miller of the United 
States captures his first major title, win¬ 
ning the gold medal in the combined at 
the world championships in St. Moritz, 
Switzerland. 

2006 — Pittsburgh wins a record-ty¬ 
ing fifth Super Bowl, but its first since 
1980 with a 21-10 win over the Seattle 
Seahawks. 

2009 — Tennessee’s Pat Summitt be¬ 
comes the first Division I basketball 
coach — man or woman — to win 1,000 
career games after her Lady Vols beat 
Georgia 73-43. 

2012 — Eli Manning and the Giants 
one-up Tom Brady and the Patriots again, 
coming back with a last-minute score to 
beat New England 21-17 for New York’s 
fourth Super Bowl title. 

2017 — Tom Brady leads one of the 
greatest comebacks in sports, let alone 
Super Bowl history, lifting New England 
from a 25-point hole to the Patriots’ fifth 
NFL championship in the game’s first 
overtime finish. The Patriots score 19 
points in the final quarter, including a 
pair of 2-point conversions, then march¬ 
es relentlessly to James White’s 2-yard 
touchdown run in overtime beating the 
Atlanta Falcons 34-28. 
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL/NBA 



Matt Slocum/AP 


Villanova’s Collin Gillespie, left, tries to shoot past Georgetown’s 
Janies Akinjo during the second half of Sunday’s game in 
Philadelphia. Gillespie hit six three-pointers and scored a career-high 
30 points in the No. 14 Wildcats’ 77-65 victory. 

Top 25 roundup 


Gillespie carries 
No. 14 Villanova 
past Georgetown 


Associated Press 

PHILADELPHIA — Villanova 
had reminders everywhere of just 
how successful it’s been in recent 
seasons: two national champion¬ 
ship trophies were displayed for 
photo ops and former great Jalen 
Brunson was honored in a pre¬ 
game ceremony. 

Collin Gillespie and Jermaine 
Samuels gave the Wildcats a 
glimpse of just how great the fu¬ 
ture could be for the program. 

Gillespie hit six three-point¬ 
ers and scored a career-high 30 
points, Samuels had 16 rebounds 
and Eric Paschall had 24 points to 
keep No. 14 Villanova unbeaten in 
the Big East with a 77-65 victory 
over Georgetown on Sunday. 

The Wildcats (18-4) have won 
10 straight games and are 9-0 in 
the conference for the first time 
since 2009-10. 

“I want to see how far we can 
take this ride,” coach Jay Wright 
said. 

The Wildcats got rolling late at 
their off-campus home, the Wells 
Fargo Center, where they are 
32-3 since 2012-13 — and their 
win percentage boosted by six 
straight wins over the Hoyas in 
Philadelphia. 

Phil Booth — who missed 10 of 
his first 12 shots — scored on a 
driving layup, then buried a three 
to snap a tie and give Villanova a 
58-53 lead with 5:41 left. Villa¬ 
nova, which was called for four 
fouls on one possession late in the 
game, got a Gillespie bucket to 
stretch the lead and hold off the 
Hoyas (14-8, 4-5). 

The Wildcats were again a two- 
scorer show. Booth, who was lead¬ 


ing Villanova this season with 
18.7 points, mostly sat this one out 
until crunch time. He missed his 
first six three-pointers while Pas¬ 
chall had some surprising help 
from Gillespie. 

After Paschal converted a 
three-point play to give the Wild¬ 
cats a 46-43 lead, he had com¬ 
bined with Gillespie to score 39 of 
their points. Gillespie, a 6-foot-3 
sophomore guard, had flashes of 
scoring bursts this season. He 
scored a career-high 21 in a loss 
to Penn and 19 in a loss to Fur¬ 
man. But in a Big East battle, Gil¬ 
lespie was clutch in a win. 

“Just playing with confidence,” 
Gillespie said. 

Gillespie made 6 of 11 threes 
and was lO-for-12 from the free- 
throw line to show he can be a 
scoring factor when needed in the 
stretch run. 

“We just gave him too much 
airspace and he was able to knock 
down all those threes,” George¬ 
town coach Patrick Ewing said. 

No. 17 Purdue 73, Minne¬ 
sota 63: Carsen Edwards scored 
15 of his 17 points in the second 
half to lead No. 17 Purdue over 
Minnesota. 

Trevion Williams added 16 
points and Matt Haarms had 15 
points and eight rebounds for the 
Boilermakers (16-6, 9-2 Big Ten). 
Purdue moved into a three-way 
tie with Michigan and Michigan 
State for the conference lead. 

Amir Coffey scored 22 points, 
Daniel Oturu had 19 points and 
nine rebounds off the bench, and 
Jordan Murphy contributed 10 
points and 10 rebounds for the 
Golden Gophers (16-6, 6-5). 


Scoreboard 


NBA roundup 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 

W L Pet GB 

Toronto 38 16 .704 - 

Boston 34 19 .642 3'/2 

Philadelphia 34 19 .642 3'/2 

Brooklyn 28 26 .519 10 

New York 10 42 .192 27 

Southeast Division 

Charlotte 26 26 .500 - 

Miami 24 27 .471 l'/2 

Washington 22 30 .423 4 

Orlando 22 31 .415 AVi 

Atlanta 17 35 .327 9 

Centrai Division 

38 13 .745 - 

33 19 .635 5'/2 

22 29 .431 16 

12 41 .226 27 

11 42 .208 28 


Milwaukee 

Indiana 

Detroit 

Chicago 

Cleveland 


Western Conference 

Southwest Division 

W L Pet GB 

San Antonio 32 22 .593 - 

Houston 30 22 .577 1 

Dallas 24 28 .462 7 

New Orleans 23 30 .434 8 V 2 

Memphis 21 33 .389 11 

Northwest Division 

Denver 37 15 .712 - 

Oklahoma City 33 19 .635 4 

Portland 32 20 .615 5 

Utah 30 24 .556 8 

Minnesota 25 27 .481 12 

Pacific Division 

Golden State 37 15 .712 - 

L.A. Clippers 29 25 .537 9 

Sacramento 27 25 .519 10 

L.A. Lakers 27 26 .509 lO'/z 

Phoenix 11 43 .204 27 

Saturday’s games 
L.A. Clippers 111, Detroit 101 
Charlotte 125, Chicago 118 
Milwaukee 131, Washington 115 
Orlando 102, Brooklyn 89 
Dallas 111, Cleveland 98 
Indiana 95, Miami 88 
Golden State 115, L.A. Lakers 101 
San Antonio 113, New Orleans 108 
Atlanta 118, Phoenix 112 
Denver 107, Minnesota 106 
Houston 125, Utah 98 
Sacramento 115, Philadelphia 108 
Sunday’s games 
Memphis 96, New York 84 
Boston 134, Oklahoma City 129 
Toronto 121, L.A. Clippers 103 
Monday’s games 
Atlanta at Washington 
Denver at Detroit 
Milwaukee at Brooklyn 
Indiana at New Orleans 
Houston at Phoenix 
San Antonio at Sacramento 
Tuesday’s games 
Boston at Cleveland 
L.A. Clippers at Charlotte 
L.A. Lakers at Indiana 
Detroit at New York 
Minnesota at Memphis 
Orlando at Oklahoma City 
Toronto at Philadelphia 
Miami at Portland 

Wednesday’s games 
Denver at Brooklyn 
New Orleans at Chicago 
Washington at Milwaukee 
Charlotte at Dallas 
Phoenix at Utah 
Houston at Sacramento 
San Antonio at Golden State 

Calendar 

Feb. 7 — Trade deadline, 3 p.m. EST. 
Feb. 17 - NBA All-Star Game, Char¬ 
lotte, N.C. 

April 10 — Regular season ends. 

April 13 — Playoffs begin. 

May 14 — Draft lottery, Chicago. 

June 20 - NBA Draft. 


Sunday 

Celtics 134, Thunder 129 

OKLAHOMA CITY - George 11-27 10-12 
37, Grant 5-8 3-5 15, Adams 7-11 2-4 16, 
Westbrook 8-19 5-8 22, Ferguson 4-9 0-0 
11, Noel 1-10-0 2, Patterson 2-2 0-0 5, Sch¬ 
roder 5-13 4-4 16, Diallo 2-2 1-1 5. Totals 
45-92 25-34 129. 

BOSTON - Tatum 4-8 3-4 11, Morris 8- 
14 1-1 19, Horford 8-13 0-0 17, Irving 14-19 
1-1 30, Smart 6-11 2-2 18, Hayward 1-6 1-1 
3, Brown 4-6 2-4 12, Theis 5-6 2-2 14, Ro- 
zier 4-8 1-2 10. Totals 54-91 13-17 134. 
Oklahoma City 29 29 35 36-129 

Boston 31 35 33 35-134 

Three-point Goals—Oklahoma City 14- 
35 (George 5-16, Ferguson 3-8, Grant 2-2, 
Schroder 2-5, Patterson 1-1, Westbrook 
1-3), Boston 13-34 (Smart 4-9, Theis 2-2, 
Brown 2-2, Morris 2-8, Horford 1-2, Ro- 
zier 1-4, Irving 1-5, Tatum 0-2). Fouled 
Out—None. Rebounds—Oklahoma City 
42 (Westbrook 12), Boston 38 (Morris, Ta¬ 
tum, Rozier 7). Assists—Oklahoma City 
25 (Westbrook 16), Boston 36 (Irving 11). 
Total Fouls—Oklahoma City 18, Boston 


Raptors 121, Clippers 103 

L.A. CLIPPERS - Bradley 2-6 0-0 4, 
Harris 5-18 3-3 13, Harrell 5-8 0-0 10, Gil- 
geous-Alexander9-15 1-2 19, Beverley 4-8 
3-3 12, Scott 1-5 0-0 2, Motley 1-3 2-3 4, 
Marjanovic 3-6 4-5 10, Robinson 2-5 2-2 7, 
Wallace 1-3 0-0 2, Thornwell 0-1 2-2 2, Wil¬ 
liams 5-11 8-9 18. Totals 38-89 25-29 103. 

TORONTO - Leonard 6-12 3-3 18, 
Siakam 4-10 6-7 15, Ibaka 6-9 3-4 16, Van- 
Vleet 4-10 0-0 9, Green 2-4 0-0 4, Anunoby 
1-3 2-2 4, Powell 3-11 1-1 7, Miles 4-6 4-4 
15, Boucher 4-6 0-0 8, Monroe 3-8 3-4 9, 
Wright 5-10 4-5 14, Loyd 1-5 0-1 2, McCaw 
0-0 0-0 0. Totals 43-94 26-31 121. 

L.A. Clippers 23 28 29 23-103 

Toronto 23 42 32 24-121 

Three-point Goals—L.A. Clippers 2-12 
(Beverley 1-2, Robinson 1-2, Wallace 0-1, 
Scott 0-1, Thornwell 0-1, Harris 0-2, Brad¬ 
ley 0-3), Toronto 9-33 (Miles 3-5, Leon¬ 
ard 3-5, Ibaka 1-2, Siakam 1-4, VanVIeet 
1-4, Boucher 0-1, Wright 0-1, Green 0-1, 
Anunoby 0-2, Loyd 0-3, Powell 0-5). Fouled 
Out—Harrell. Rebounds—L.A. Clippers 36 
(Marjanovic 9), Toronto 56 (Ibaka 12). 
Assists—L.A. Clippers 15 (Gilgeous-Alex- 
ander, Williams 3), Toronto 21 (VanVIeet 
7). Total Fouls—L.A. Clippers 24, Toronto 
28. Technicals—L.A. Clippers coach Clip¬ 
pers (Defensive three second), Toronto 
coach Raptors (Defensive three second). 
A-19,800 (19,800). 


Grizzlies 96, Knicks 84 

MEMPHIS - Cabocio 0-4 0-0 0, Jackson 
Jr. 5-11 5-8 16, Gasol 11-19 1-1 24, Holiday 
7-16 0-0 19, Conley 9-17 5-5 25, Washburn 
0-1 1-2 1, Green 0-2 0-0 0, Rabb 2-6 1-2 5, 
Noah 2-4 0-0 4, Carter 0-3 0-0 0, Mack 1-8 
0-0 2. Totals 37-91 13-18 96. 

NEW YORK - Knox 5-18 4-4 17, Vonleh 
3-5 2-2 9, Jordan 3-4 6-8 12, Smith Jr. 3-9 
2-4 8, Dotson 2-7 0-0 5, Hezonja 5-8 2-4 14, 
Kornet 4-9 0-0 11, Allen 0-2 0-0 0, Trier 1- 
3 0-0 3, Matthews 2-8 0-0 5. Totals 28-73 
16-22 84. 

Memphis 19 23 32 22-96 

New York 22 19 21 22-84 

Three-point Goals—Memphis 9-26 
(Holiday 5-10, Conley 2-6, Jackson Jr. 1-2, 
Gasol 1-4, Cabocio 0-2, Mack 0-2), New 
York 12-40 (Kornet 3-7, Knox 3-9, Hezon¬ 
ja 2-4, Trier 1-1, Vonleh 1-3, Dotson 1-5, 
Matthews 1-7, Allen 0-1, Smith Jr. 0-3). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Memphis 
49 (Gasol 9), New York 45 (Jordan 12). As¬ 
sists—Memphis 25 (Conley 7), New York 
20 (Smith Jr. 6). Total Fouls—Memphis 20, 
New York 16. A-17,025 (19,812). 



Michael Dwyer/AP 


Celtics guard Kyrie Irving is swarmed by Oklahoma City Thunder 
defenders during Sunday’s game in Boston. Irving finished with 30 
points and 11 assists in the Celtics’ 134-129 win. 


Irving, 

Celtics 

outlast 

Thunder 

Associated Press 

BOSTON — Eight days after 
letting a win slip away against 
the Golden State Warriors, the 
Celtics were able to finish the job 
against another tough Western 
Conference opponent. 

Kyrie Irving had 30 points and 
11 assists as Boston overcame 
big games from Oklahoma City 
stars Paul George and Russell 
Westbrook to snap the Thunder’s 
seven-game win streak in a 134- 
129 thriller on Sunday. 

Boston has won four straight 
since a 115-111 home loss to the 
Warriors on Jan. 26 and has won 
nine of its last 10 games overall. 

“We battled against Golden 
State, but [this is] a good win,” 
said A1 Horford, who had 17 
points and nine assists. “This 
team has been playing really well 
and it’s just good to get this win 
here at home.” 

Marcus Morris had 19 points, 
Marcus Smart added 18 anci 
seven assists and Daniel Theis 
had 14 off the Celtics bench. 

George scored 37 points and 
Russell Westbrook notched his 
sixth straight triple-double and 
19th of the season with 22 points, 
16 assists and 12 rebounds. 

“We just played a good team,” 
George said. “I thought they 
made some big plays, big shots. 
Gotta live with it.” 

Steven Adams and Dennis 
Schroeder each had 16 points for 
Oklahoma City, and Jerami Grant 
scored 15. 

Oklahoma City suffered its first 
loss since a 138-128 overtime 
setback against the Los Angeles 
Lakers on Jan. 17. 

Raptors 121, Clippers 103: 
Kawhi Leonard scored 18 points. 
Serge Ibaka had 16 points and 12 
rebounds and Toronto beat Los 
Angeles for its 10th victory in its 
last 11 home games. 

Ibaka has a career-best six 
straight double-doubles, Toronto’s 
longest streak since Chris Bosh 
had eight in November 2009. All- 
Star guard Kyle Lowry sat out be¬ 
cause of a sore back. 

Shai Gilgeous-Alexander, the 
guard born in nearby Hamil¬ 
ton, had 19 points to lead Los 
Angeles. 

Grizzlies 96, Knicks 84: Mike 
Conley scored 25 points, Marc 
Gasol had 24 and Memphis beat 
New York to snap a nine-game 
road losing streak. 

Conley added eight rebounds 
and seven assists after miss¬ 
ing a game because of left knee 
soreness. Gasol also had nine 
rebounds. Kevin Knox scored 17 
points for New York. The Knicks 
have lost 13 straight overall and 
14 in a row at Madison Square 
Garden. 
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NHL/SKIING 


Roundup 

Bruins top 
Caps for 
first time 
since 2014 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Tuukka 
Rask made 24 saves, David Kre- 
jci scored and the Boston Bruins 
beat the Washington Capitals 1-0 
on Sunday to snap a 14-game skid 
against the defending Stanley 
Cup champions. 

Boston beat Washington for the 
first time since March 29, 2014. 

Rask earned his 253rd victory 
to take over first place on the 
Bruins’ career list. 

“It’s one of those things that just 
happens in sports where you get 
into these streaks of either win¬ 
ning or losing and at some point 
they’re going to snap,” Rask said. 

Braden Holtby made 37 saves 
for Washington. He was helpless 
to stop Krejci’s shot on a one-timer 
after a tic-tac-toe puck move¬ 
ment and a cross-ice pass from 
Torey Krug midway through the 
second. 

Fed up by mental mistakes. 
Capitals coach Todd Reirden 
used ice time as a weapon to pun¬ 
ish players. He benched Evgeny 
Kuznetsov and Dmitrij Jaskin for 
much of the first period after each 
took a penalty and Andre Bura¬ 
kovsky for the first few minutes 
of the second for a defensive-zone 
turnover that almost led to a goal. 

Canadiens 4, Oilers 3 (OT): 
Jonathan Drouin scored at 58 
seconds of overtime to lift host 
Montreal past Edmonton. 

Drouin scored seconds after 
Canadiens goalie Carey Price 
made back-to-back saves on Leon 
Draisaitl and Darnell Nurse. 

Flames 4, Hurricanes 3: 
Derek Ryan, Elias Lindholm and 
Noah Hanifin scored in their first 
game back in Carolina, and Cal¬ 
gary won in coach Bill Peters’ re¬ 
turn to Raleigh. 

Peters resigned as Carolina’s 
coach last offseason and took 
over in Calgary. Shortly after, 
the Flames acquired Lindholm 
and Hanifin in a trade, and Ryan 
signed after three seasons in 
Carolina. 



Nick Wass/AP 


Bruins goaltender Tuukka Rask stops the puck against Capitals Alex 
Ovechkin, center right, and TJ. Oshie during the third period on 
Sunday as Bruins defenseman Zdeno Chara helps out. 

Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 


Tampa Bay 

Toronto 

Montreal 

Boston 

Buffalo 

Florida 

Detroit 

Ottawa 


52 39 

51 31 II 

53 29 18 

52 28 17 

51 25 20 
50 21 21 

53 21 25 

52 19 28 


Metropolitan Division 


_0 205 146 
65 179 145 
64 160 155 
63 149 135 
56 148 156 
50 156 175 
49 150 174 
43 159 194 


N.Y. Islanders 51 

Pittsburgh 52 

Washington 52 

Coiumbus 51 

Caroiina 52 

Phiiadeiphia 52 

N.Y. Rangers 51 

New Jersey 51 


_3 151 125 
62 183 160 
62 175 166 
59 163 159 
56 148 155 
52 151 176 
51 145 171 
47 152 173 


Western Conference 


Winnipeg 

Nashviiie 

Minnesota 
Coiorado 
St. Louis 
Chicago 

Caigary 
San Jose 

Vancouver 
Arizona 
Edmonton 
Anaheim 
Los Angeies 


Central Division 
GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

52 34 16 2 70 185 146 

54 31 19 4 66 166 139 

52 27 21 4 58 133 130 

52 26 22 4 56 146 149 

51 22 21 8 52 170 167 

50 23 22 5 51 143 151 

53 20 24 9 49 167 196 


73 197 152 
67 190 169 
62 160 148 
54 152 162 
51 134 145 
51 151 172 
51 123 162 
44 116 154 


54 29 21 
52 24 22 

51 23 23 

52 23 24 
52 21 22 
51 20 27 


Note: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 
Sunday’s games 
Boston 1, Washington 0 
Montreai 4, Edmonton 3, OT 
Calgary 4, Carolina 3 

Monday’s games 
Los Angeies at N.Y. Rangers 
Vancouver at Phiiadeiphia 
Anaheim at Toronto 
Arizona at Dallas 

Tuesday’s games 
N.Y. Islanders at Boston 
Vancouver at Washington 
Carolina at Pittsburgh 
Los Angeies at New Jersey 
Minnesota at Buffalo 
St. Louis at Florida 
Vegas at Tampa Bay 
Anaheim at Montreai 
Arizona at Nashviiie 
San Jose at Winnipeg 
Columbus at Colorado 
Chicago at Edmonton 


Sunday 

Bruins 1, Capitals 0 

Boston 0 1 0-1 

Washington 0 0 0-0 

Second Period—1, Boston, Krejci 11 
(Pastrnak, Krug), 10:43. 

Shots on Goal-Boston 15-15-9-39. 
Washington 6-7-11-24. 

Power-play opportunities—Boston 0 
of 3; Washington 0 of 3. 

Goalies—Boston, Rask 15-8-4 (24 

shots-24 saves). Washington, Hoitby 18- 
13-3 (39-38). 

A-18,506 (18,277). T-2;22. 

Canadiens 4, Oilers 3 (OT) 

Edmonton 1 2 0 0-3 

Montreal 1111-4 

First Period—1, Montreal, Weber 8 (Dr¬ 
ouin), 2:23 (pp). 2, Edmonton, Draisaitl 28 
(Nurse, Lucic), 9:44. 

Second Period—3, Montreal, Domi 17 
(Byron, Retry), 1:09. 4, Edmonton, Mc- 
David 31 (Nurse, Nugent-Hopkins), 8:05 
(pp). 5, Edmonton, Draisaitl 29 (Nugent- 
Hopkins, Chiasson), 14:55 (pp). 

Third Period—6 , Montreai, Kotkaniemi 
8 (Domi, Tatar), 13:35. 

Overtime—7, Montreai, Drouin 15 
(Mete, Danault), 0:58. 

Shots on Goal—Edmonton 7-10-5-2— 
24. Montreal 13-6-6-2-27. 

Power-play opportunities—Edmonton 

2 of 4; Montreal 1 of 4. 

Goalies—Edmonton, Koskinen 14-11-2 
(27 shots-23 saves). Montreal, Price 21- 
13-4 (24-21). 

A-21,302 (21,288). T-2:34. 

Flames 4, Hurricanes 3 

Calgary 1 2 1-4 

Carolina 1 1 1-3 

First Period—1, Carolina, Teravainen 
12 (Feriand, Aho), 4:03. 2, Caigary, Lind- 
hoim 23 (Giordano, Monahan), 7:58 (pp). 

Second Period—3, Calgary, Ryan 5 
(Mangiapane, Kylington), 7:39. 4, Cal¬ 
gary, Hathaway 7 (Ryan), 12:34 (sh). 5, 
Carolina, Hamiiton 9 (Teravainen, Wall- 
mark), 18:27. 

Third Period—6 , Calgary, Hanifin 5 
(Bennett, Neai), 13:05. 7, Carolina, Aho 24 
(Feriand, Hamiiton), 19:05. 

Shots on Goal-Caigary 10-13-9-32. 
Carolina 14-10-13-37. 

Power-play opportunities—Caigary 1 
of 5; Carolina 0 of 4. 

Goalies-Calgary, Rittich 20-4-4 (37 
shots-34 saves). Carolina, Mrazek 11-11- 

3 (32-28). 

A-12,621 (18,680). T-2:32. 


World championships 

Retirement party 
for Vonn, Svindal 


By Andrew Dampf 
Associated Press 

For Lindsey Vonn and Aksel 
Lund Svindal, the world champi¬ 
onships beginning this week in 
Are, Sweden, will mark the end 
of an era. 

The event will also bring Vonn 
and Svindal full circle — back to 
the site of their first mqjor cham¬ 
pionship successes more than a 
decade ago. 

Vonn claimed the first medals 
of her career, two silvers, at the 
frigid 2007 worlds in Are, while 
Svindal claimed his first golds a 
dozen years ago by winning the 
downhill and giant slalom. 

Both went on to become overall 
World Cup and Olympic champi¬ 
ons and two of skiing’s most well- 
spoken ambassadors. 

“It’s always been a good place 
for me. I’ve always felt comfort¬ 
able there,” said Vonn, who has 
also won seven World Cup races 
in Are. “It’s a good place to have 
my last world championships. 
I’m really excited to go back up 
there.” 

The 34-year-old Vonn an¬ 
nounced on Friday that due to her 
battered knees, she will retire 
after competing in the super-G 
and downhill in Are. 

And while she will end up four 
wins short of the all-time World 
Cup record of 86 held by Ingemar 
Stenmark, Vonn still plans a trib¬ 
ute to the Swedish standout. 

“I have a cool suit that I kind of 
designed in honor of Stenmark,” 
Vonn said. 

The 36-year-old Svindal, also 
slowed by persistent knee inju¬ 
ries, recently announced that he, 
too, will retire after worlds, and 
there are sure to be plenty of his 
Norwegian fans who hop across 
the border to see him race for the 
last time. 

“Did you book your tickets to 
the world championships in Are?? 
If not, get on it!!” Svindal wrote 
on Instagram. “One of the abso¬ 
lutely greatest of all times Lind¬ 
sey Vonn, she’s doing her last 
races here next week. And when 
we’re both done. I’m pretty sure 


there will be a hell of a party to 
celebrate.” 

Here are some other skiers to 
watch at the worlds: 

As for the quest to reach the po¬ 
dium, Mikaela Shiffrin and Mar¬ 
cel Hirscher will both be heavy 
favorites in the giant slalom and 
slalom races — and other events, 
too. 

For the overall World Cup lead¬ 
ers, the biggest challenge may be 
staying fresh. 

At last year’s Pyeongchang 
Olympics, postponements and 
schedule changes had a big impact 
on Shiffrin’s performance: after 
taking gold in giant slalom she 
finished a disappointing fourth in 
the slalom, her best event. 

“I started to become a little 
negative and I think that made 
a difference,” Shiffrin said. 
“Maybe the most important thing 
is going in with the mindset that 
I have the training. I’m prepared 
and I can do my best. And then 
there are things that are just out 
of my control. ... For the world 
championships, whatever hap¬ 
pens happens. If I have to change 
the schedule then I’ll change the 
schedule and we’ll just try to have 
fun with the races and ski my 
best.” 

Shiffrin will also be a medal 
threat in super-G — if she choos¬ 
es to enter that event — and 
combined. 

Hirscher won the combined in 
Pyeongchang. 

Petra Vlhova of Slovakia and 
Clement Noel of France are 
quickly developing into the big¬ 
gest challengers to Shiffrin and 
Hirscher, respectively, in the 
technical events. 

Vlhova is the only racer to beat 
Shiffrin in slalom this season — 
two wins for Vlhova to Shiffrin’s 
seven — while the 21-year-old 
Noel is the only racer besides 
Hirscher with more than one sla¬ 
lom victory this season. 

Vlhova, at 23 the same age as 
Shiffrin, has also recently estab¬ 
lished herself in giant slalom, 
tying Shiffrin for victory in the 
final GS before worlds in Mari- 
bor, Slovenia, on Friday. 
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Briefly 

FSUQB 

Francois 

dismissed 

From wire reports 

Florida State starting quarter¬ 
back Deondre Francois has been 
dismissed from the team after a 
domestic dispute surfaced on so¬ 
cial media Saturday night. 

The school released a statement 
from head coach Willie Taggart 
on Sunday afternoon announcing 
Francois’ departure. 

“Last night, I informed Deon¬ 
dre Francois that he is no longer a 
member of the Florida State foot¬ 
ball program,” Taggart said in the 
statement. “As we build a new cul¬ 
ture and foundation for FSU foot¬ 
ball, we have high expectations for 
all of our student-athletes and we 
will not shy away from those high 
standards of conduct. We are mov¬ 
ing forward as a program.” 

A woman who identified her¬ 
self as Francois’ girlfriend posted 
video on Instagram that appeared 
to capture Francois getting into a 
physical altercation with her. In 
the video a women’s shouts for the 
man to stop hitting her in the face 
and the man refuses. A note stated 
she has been in an abusive rela¬ 
tionship with Francois for more 
than two years and suffered a mis¬ 
carriage as a result of his actions. 

The Orlando Sentinel has not 
been able to confirm the video in¬ 
cluded Francois and was posted 
by his girlfriend. The message 
has since been deleted from the 
Instagram account, but not be¬ 
fore it was captured by other so¬ 
cial media users and circulated. 

Francois was involved in a do¬ 
mestic dispute last January, but 
he did not face any charges and 
the school did not announce any 
disciplinary action.. 

Four months later, Francois was 
cited for marijuana possession in 
the apartment he shared with his 
girlfriend. He was under surveil¬ 
lance by the Tallahassee Police 
Department leading up to the 
arrest because a tip led police to 
beheve Francois might be deahng 
marijuana. When police executed 
a search warrant, they found he 
had just 17 grams of marijuana 
along with drug paraphernalia. He 
was allowed to enter a diversion 
program for first-time offenders. 

Triple-bogey doesn’t 
derail Fowler in Phoenix 

SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. — Rickie 
Fowler birdied two of his final 
four holes and overcame a bi¬ 
zarre triple bogey on the 11th 
hole at TPC Scottsdale to win the 
Phoenix Open on Sunday. 

Leading by five, Fowler took a 7 
on the par-4 11th after a chip shot 
skipped across the green and into 
the water and a second ball rolled 
into the water on its own. 

Branden Grace took the lead 
with consecutive birdies, but hit 
his tee shot into the water on the 
drivable par-4 17th for a bogey. 

Fowler shot 3-over 74 to finish 
at 17-under 267 for his fifth PGA 
Tour victory. 


Lynne Sladky/AP 

Rams linebacker Cory Littleton (58) intercepts a pass as Patriots receiver Julian Edelman attempts a tackle during the first half of the Super 
Bowl on Sunday in Atlanta. The Rams’ defense kept the team in the game while their offense sputtered. 

One defensive lapse dooms Rams 


By Charles Odum 

Associated Press 

ATLANTA — After keeping Tom Brady 
out of the end zone for three and a half quar¬ 
ters, the Los Angeles Rams’ defense finally 
blinked. 

In this Super Bowl, that one brief lapse was 
too much to overcome. Even holding the New 
England Patriots to one field goal until mid¬ 
way through the fourth quarter wasn’t good 
enough. 

For the sixth time in his career, Brady 
found a way to win the Super Bowl. The Rams 
defense had done enough to win most games, 
but the Los Angeles offense didn’t do its part. 

That gave Brady a chance for one drive in 
the fourth quarter, and he delivered. 

“That’s our role, to disrupt the passer and 
disrupt the running game,” said Rams defen¬ 
sive tackle Ndamukong Suh following New 
England’s 13-3 win on Sunday night. “For the 
most part we did that, but we just didn’t close 


it out. That’s on us.” 

The low scoring total in any game with the 
powerful Patriots was a surprise. 

“They hardly scored and we were in this 
game until the end of the fourth quarter,” said 
linebacker Cory Littleton. “We were doing ev¬ 
erything just fine and we just made mistakes 
at the end and they capitalized.” 

Littleton helped set the tone for the Rams’ 
strong defensive game with his first-quar¬ 
ter interception after Brady’s first pass was 
deflected. 

“We were in a zone defense,” Littleton said. 
“I’m a hustle player. I’m reading the quarter¬ 
back ... (Nickell) Robey-Coleman makes a great 
deflection, ball is in the air and I pick it off” 

After being contained most of the game, 
Brady struck quickly when he suddenly solved 
the Rams’ defense in the decisive fourth-quar¬ 
ter touchdown drive. 

Brady completed four straight passes, 
including 18- and 29-yard strikes to Rob 


Gronkowski. The last catch set up Sony Mi¬ 
chel’s 2-yard scoring run. The game’s only 
touchdown left the Rams with a deficit they 
wouldn’t overcome. 

“It was a hell of a game,” said Rams cor- 
nerback Marcus Peters. “We just didn’t get it 
done.” 

Rams defensive tackle Aaron Donald was 
frustrated by Brady’s crucial 29-yard pass to 
Gronkowski. 

“I had an opportunity there on a one-on-one,” 
Donald said. “I got off my one-on-one clean. 
[Brady] was sitting back there and had time to 
make a good pass. He made a good play.” 

The Rams held New England to 13 points 
despite giving up 407 total yards and 22 first 
downs. 

“I thought our defense did a nice job, but they 
were able to make some plays here and there,” 
said Rams coach Sean McVay, who gave credit 
to Brady and the Patriots. “You see why they 
are a great football team.” 


Super fans bet in multiple states for first time 


By Regina Garcia Cano 

Associated Press 

LAS VEGAS — Football fans 
bet legally on the Super Bowl 
from states other than Nevada 
for the first time Sunday, with the 
excitement spreading from Las 
Vegas to as far as Rhode Island. 

Sunday’s big game was the first 
mqjor sporting event for sports- 
books in a handful of states that 
opened after the U.S. Supreme 
Court in May struck down a ban 
on sports betting. People lined up 
at sportsbooks starting Sunday 
morning, picking between the 
New England Patriots and Los 
Angeles Rams as well as a wide 
variety of other outcomes, from 
heads or tails in the opening coin 


toss to whether Tom Brady would 
throw an interception. 

“I love to bet, and I like the at¬ 
mosphere here,” Celina Montene¬ 
gro, a resident of Austin, Texas, 
said while waiting for the game to 
start at the Westgate casino-hotel 
in Las Vegas. “They say this is 
the best place to watch the game 
other than being at the game.” 

Nevada’s effective monopoly on 
sports betting ended last spring, 
when the Supreme Court struck 
down a federal ban on that form of 
gambling. Casinos in seven other 
states — Rhode Island, Delaware, 
Mississippi, New Jersey, Penn¬ 
sylvania, West Virginia and New 
Mexico — now accept wagers 
on sports. The list is expected to 


grow by next year. 

Lawmakers in at least 24 states 
have introduced or publicly con¬ 
templated sports betting bills 
already this year. The proposals 
range from allowing charities to 
offer sports betting at fundrais¬ 
ers in North Dakota to full sports- 
books with online wagers allowed 
in states including Kansas and 
Massachusetts. 

In Rhode Island, the only state 
in the New England that has le¬ 
galized sports betting, two casi¬ 
nos took plenty of wagers on the 
Patriots since posting the odds on 
their boards. Several people plac¬ 
ing bets in that state for the Super 
Bowl said they’ve wagered on 
sports in Las Vegas in the past. 

Jaymes Peckham went to Twin 


River Casino in Lincoln, R.I., with 
his roommate and wagered about 
$100 on which team will win the 
coin toss and other proposition 
bets, which are wagers offered 
on unique and various outcomes. 
He said he likes having a place to 
bets on sports so close to his home 
in Central Falls, R.I.. 

“It’s nice and I’m definitely 
all for it, as far as tax revenue is 
concerned,” Peckham, 27, said. 
“It’s unique. I also think in future 
years, it’ll give people more of a 
reason to watch the games.” 

In Las Vegas, the Westgate and 
the sportsbooks operated by Cae¬ 
sars Entertainment, including at 
the Linq casino-hotel, had the Pa¬ 
triots as 2 y 2 -point favorite. 
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SUPER BOWL 


Befuddled QB Goff 
can’t spark offense 


By Greg Beacham 
Associated Press 

ATLANTA — Jared Goff 
trudged to the Los Angeles Rams’ 
bench, his face betraying confu¬ 
sion and despair while the Patri¬ 
ots celebrated their interception 
behind him. 

Sean McVay left the sideline 
and leaned into his ear. The coach 
didn’t say much, but he encour¬ 
aged his quarterback to learn 
from a disastrous night in the 
Super Bowl. 

McVay and Goff are likely to 
be together for many more years, 
and they hope they’ll remember 
their embarrassing 13-3 loss Sun¬ 
day as a springboard to the fu¬ 
ture, not the crushing flop that it 
felt like immediately afterward. 

Goff went 19-for-38 for 229 
yards with a key fourth-quarter 
interception, yet even those pe¬ 
destrian numbers don’t reflect his 
full array of overlooked receivers, 
inaccurate throws and inability to 
adjust to the Patriots’ defense. 

“It’s the toughest loss I ever 
had,” Goff said. “It kills. It’s ter¬ 
rible. It’s a game I wish I would 
have played better. I wish I could 
have a million plays back.” 

Goff played a large role in the 
Rams’ defeat, yet almost noth¬ 
ing went right for a team that has 
been frequently brilliant with the 
ball in its hands. 

With just 260 total yards, just 
six first downs in the first three 
quarters and a season-high nine 
punts, the Rams barely resembled 
a McVay-coached offense while 
matching the lowest-scoring per¬ 
formance in Super Bowl history. 

Los Angeles has led the league 
in points per game over the past 
two seasons, yet the Rams be¬ 
came just the second team in 
NFL history to fail to score a 
touchdown in the Super Bowl. 

All of the Rams’ recent suc¬ 
cess came to a weird anticlimax 
at Mercedes-Benz Stadium with 
their lowest-scoring performance 
in 36 games under the 33-year- 
old head coach. 

“I’m pretty numb right now, 
but definitely I got outcoached,” 
McVay said. “I didn’t do nearly a 
good enough job for our football 
team. ... This one is going to stick 
with you. It just stings in your 
gut.” 


Though Goff’s teammates and 
coaches refused to blame him, 
Los Angeles’ 24-year-old quar¬ 
terback had one of the rougher 
performances in Super Bowl his¬ 
tory. Along with his 19 incomple¬ 
tions, he was sacked four times, 
committed a key false start in the 
fourth quarter and finished with 
a 57.9 passer rating. 

The Rams all seemed to know 
exactly what Bill Belichick had 
done against them defensively. 
The Pats showed deceptive fronts 
before the snap, and they fre¬ 
quently retreated into zone pass 
defenses that forced Goff to find 
open receivers in a confusing 
coverage. 

Although McVay strenuously 
blamed his play-calhng for putting 
his players in untenable positions, 
Goff realized he needed to make 
more consistent throws and bet¬ 
ter decisions at the line of scrim¬ 
mage. Everything was capped by 
his underthrown pick near the 
New England end zone, crushing 
the Rams’ hopes for a tying touch¬ 
down with 4:17 to play. 

Goff has grown from a shaky No. 
1 pick into a two-time Pro Bowl se¬ 
lection under McVay, and his best 
games have been outstanding. But 
his lows are frequently disheart¬ 
ening — and this game appeared 
to be among his worst. 

Goff had only nine completions 
in the first three quarters before 
getting 10 more in the fourth 
while the Rams’ rally fell short. 

“We were moving the ball well 
at times, but we just couldn’t get 
that one play,” Goff said. “We 
know what type of offense we 
have, and to not be able to show 
that, it’s tough.” 

The Rams’ first eight drives in 
the Super Bowl ended in punts and 
resulted in only 72 net yards. But 
with its defense playing brilliantly, 
Los Angeles still could have taken 
the lead late in the third quarter 
when Brandin Cooks broke wide 
open on a post route. 

Instead, he stood waving in the 
end zone while Goff saw him be¬ 
latedly and uncorked a throw that 
took far too long to get there, al¬ 
lowing New England to knock it 
down. 

“I was surprised he was that 
wide open,” Goff said. “I tried to 
get it to him as quickly as I could. 
It was too late.” 



Mark Humphrey/AP 


Rams quarterback Jared Goff reacts after his pass was intercepted 
during the second half Sunday in Atlanta. 



Lynne Sladky/AP 

The Patriots’ Jason McCourty, right, breaks up a pass in the end zone intended for the Rams’ Brandin 
Cooks during the second haif of the Super Bowl on Sunday in Atianta. 


Pats' defense stifles Rams 


By Kyle Hightower 

Associated Press 

ATLANTA — In a Super Bowl short on scoring, it 
was the New England Patriots’ defense that set the 
tone. 

For most of the season the Patriots have stuck 
to their principles on defense, making just enough 
plays to win. 

They were much more than that Sunday night 
against the Los Angeles Rams. 

The Patriots battered and bewildered quarter¬ 
back Jared Goff and the Rams, stifling the NFL’s 
second-ranked scoring en route to a 13-3 Super 
Bowl victory. 

New England quarterback Tom Brady said the 
Patriots’ defense set the stage for a win that gave 
sports fans in New England another set of bragging 
rights over rival rooters in LA. Last October, the 
Boston Red Sox beat the Los Angeles Dodgers in 
the World Series. 

It also sent linebackers coach Brian Flores, the 
Patriots’ de facto defensive coordinator this season 
who is expected to be named Miami Dolphins coach 
as early as Monday, out with a victory. 

“They played unbelievable,” Brady said of the Pa¬ 
triots’ defense. “Challenged all these plays.They 

held them.” 

The Rams’ three points equaled the fewest scored 
in a Super Bowl. 

When Goff began to find his grove late in the 
fourth quarter and the Rams trailing 10-3, Los An¬ 
geles drove inside New England’s 30 for just the sec¬ 
ond time in the game. 

The momentum proved to be short-lived. 

Enter safety Duron Harmon. 

Playing in place of Patrick Chung after he suf¬ 
fered an arm injury in third quarter, Harmon com¬ 
bined with comerback Stephen Gilmore to break up 
what would have been a touchdown pass to Brandin 
Cooks. Then, on the next play, Harmon pressured 
Goff on a blitz and forced him into a throw into cov¬ 
erage that was intercepted by Gilmore. 

“It was clutch,” Gilmore said of his interception. 
“I knew he was going to force it up there. Our defen¬ 
sive line put a lot of pressure on him and he chucked 
it up there and I was able to make a play.” 

New England’s offense took it from there, sealing 
the victory with a 9-play, 72-yard drive that ate up 
3:05 and ended with a 41-yard field goal by Stephen 
Gostkowski. 

The Patriots’ defense gave Goff different looks all 
night and many of them seemed to confuse the 24- 
year-old quarterback. They routinely sent an extra 
deep safety on third-and-short situations and dis¬ 
guised their blitzes up the middle. The latter ben¬ 


efited linebacker Dont’a Hightower, who dropped 
Goff for a pair of sacks to stunt drives. 

New England finished with four sacks for the 
game. 

“We’ve got a special group,” Hightower said. 
“We were able to do a lot of different stuff and they 
weren’t able to pick it up. We were able to get a lot of 
one-on-one rushes all game and able to get up on the 
quarterback.” 

It added up to an abysmal performance by Los 
Angeles on third-down situations. The Rams were 
O-for-6 on third down in the first half and 3-for-13 
for the game. New England also held Los Angeles to 
just 260 total yards. 

None of the Rams’ running backs were able to get 
much traction, either. 

Los Angeles, which entered the game averaging 
175 rushing yards per game during the playoffs with 
four touchdowns, mustered just 3.4 yards per rush 
on third down. All-Pro running back Todd Gurley 
finished with 10 rushes for 35 yards. C. J. Anderson, 
who had 167 yards and two touchdowns through two 
playoff games, had seven carries for 22 yards. 

Comerback Jason McCourty, who joined brother 
Devin McCourty after being traded to New England 
this offseason, also had some pivotal pass breakups. 

“It’s the best feeling ever,” Devin McCourty said 
of watching his brother. “He’s done everything right 
this year. He’s been an inspiration to every guy.” 

New England bailed Goff out early in the fourth 
quarter when Gilmore was called for defensive 
holding on Goff’s third-and-11 pass attempt, giving 
the Rams a fresh set of downs. 

But the Patriots recovered, using a sack by Jona¬ 
than Jones, a holding penalty against the Rams and 
tackling Gurley for a loss to force a punt. 

Linebacker Kyle Van Noy said the team also got 
energy from Chung, who returned to the sideline in 
the fourth quarter wearing a sling. 

“I don’t know what kind of injury he had, but it 
didn’t look good,” Van Noy said. “Anytime you have 
a captain go down like that you feel for him, you 
want to step up for him.” 

It was the second straight impressive perfor¬ 
mance by the Pats’ defense. 

In the AFC championship game the Patriots held 
the Kansas City Chiefs, the NFL’s top-scoring of¬ 
fense during the regular season, scoreless in the 
first half They held the Rams, which averaged 32.9 
points per game during the regular season and 28 
points in the playoffs, to just three points. 

“We ain’t stars over here,” Van Noy said. “We just 
come to work and keep grinding and grinding and 
grinding. It shows. Look at the scoreboard again. 
We’re champs, baby.” 
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Pats not slowing down 

QB Brady vows to return following sixth championship 

By Rob Maaddi 

Associated Press 


ATLANTA — Tom Brady quickly made it 
clear that winning a record sixth Super Bowl 
title won’t change his mind about playing at 
least another year. 

As long as No. 12 is still going, New Eng¬ 
land’s dynasty won’t crumble. 

“Doesn’t change anything,” Brady said 
moments after the 
Patriots beat the Los 
Angeles Rams 13-3 
on Sunday. “I can’t 
wait to spend some 
time with my family, 
my kids and my wife. 
Couldn’t do it without 
their support. It’s been 
a great year.” 

The Patriots have 
long defied odds and 
continue rewriting 
history by sustain¬ 
ing their success for 
two decades. Brady and coach Bill Belich- 
ick are 6-3 in Super Bowls since 2001. They 
have won 10 straight AFC East titles and 
reached eight conference titles games in a 
row. They’ve posted a winning record in 18 
consecutive seasons, reaching the playoffs 16 
times, winning 16 division titles and nine AFC 
championships. 

It’s an unprecedented run, and they’re not 
done yet. 

The Patriots were counted out in 2014 after 
a 41-14 loss to Kansas City on Monday Night 
Football dropped their record to 2-2. All 
they’ve done since is win three of the last five 
Super Bowls. Each time it appears they may 
be slipping, the Patriots come back strong and 
find a way to overcome any turmoil. 

Belichick and Brady were supposedly at 


odds last year and their relationship was re¬ 
portedly nearing a breaking point. 

One of the first people to embrace Brady 
after the game was Belichick, wrapping his 
arms around his quarterback and Super Bowl 
MVP Julian Edelman amid a sea of confetti 
and a swarm of cameras. 

“Coach makes it a challenging football en¬ 
vironment, the pressure is always on, and for 
moments like this, you have to rise to the oc¬ 
casion,” Brady said. 

Brady hasn’t wavered from his stated de¬ 
sire to play until he’s 45. He was ordinary 
much of the game against the Rams but deliv¬ 
ered in the clutch in the fourth quarter. Over¬ 
all, he had an excellent season at age 41 and 
was spectacular in the conference title win at 
Kansas City. 

Brady shows little sign of slowing down 
thanks to his rigorous training schedule and 
nutrition program. And thanks to a great team 
Belichick re-assembles around him each sea¬ 
son, Brady doesn’t have to win every game 
with his arm. 

The Patriots reinvented themselves this 
season, adding a downhill running game that 
gave the offense more balance. Rookie Sony 
Michel ran for 931 yards and six touchdowns 
in the regular season, and 336 yards and six 
more TDs in the playoffs. He can be even bet¬ 
ter next season. 

“I’m so proud of him,” Patriots center David 
Andrews said of his fellow Georgia Bulldog 
Michel. “He faced a lot of adversity at the be¬ 
ginning with an injury, and he battled through 
people calling him a bust. And I knew when 
he got a shot, he’d cut it loose. We started find¬ 
ing our identity throughout the year.” 

Then the defense dominated in the biggest 
game, holding the league’s second-highest 
scoring offense to only a field goal. 

“I don’t think we care about what people 



John Bazemore/AP 


Patriots quarterback Tom Brady holds the 
Lombardi Trophy and his daughter, Vivian, 
after defeating the Los Angeles Rams 13-3 
in Super Bowl LIN on Sunday in Atlanta. 

had to say,” cornerback Jason McCourty said. 
“We just knew what we were capable of, and 
we still had a chance to win the Super Bowl. It 
doesn’t matter how many people doubted us.” 

It’s possible the Patriots may lose one of 
their key players if four-time All-Pro tight end 
Rob Gronkowski decides to retire. Gronkows- 
ki, who had a 29-yard catch to set up Michel’s 
TD run, isn’t certain of his future. 

“I haven’t thought about that,” he said. 
“That’ll be decided in a few weeks or so.” 

The Patriots can stock up on talent in the 
upcoming draft. They have 12 picks, including 
six in the first three rounds. And they have a 
history of making key free agent signings and 
trading for veterans who play key roles. 

“We have a lot of great people in the orga¬ 
nization,” Belichick said. “It starts at the top 
with (owner) Robert (Kraft) and his family. 
He’s given us great support in all the things 
we need to do to be competitive.” 


We have a 
lot of great 
people in the 
organization. 
It starts at 
the top. ^ 

Bill Belichick 

Patriots coach 


Grit: New England prevails in surprisingly low-scoring matchup 



David J. Phillip/AP 


Rams running back Todd Gurley, center, is tackled by New England 
Patriots’ Jason McCourty, left, and Deatrich Wise Jr., right, during 
the second had of Super Bowl Llll on Sunday in Atianta. Gurley was 
held to just 35 yards on 10 carries. 


FROM BACK PAGE 

The halftime show with Ma¬ 
roon 5 offered no relief—roundly 
ripped, including by an Associ¬ 
ated Press reviewer who called it 
“Empty. Boring. Basic. Sleepy.” 

He could have said the same 
about the game. But give credit 
where it’s due. 

The defense designed by 
Belichick turned Rams quar¬ 
terback Jared Goff into a jittery 
mess. He completed 19 of 38 
passes for 229 yards, with an as¬ 
sortment of rushed throws, mis¬ 
read coverages and, in the tiny 
windows in which LA showed 
any sign of life, a pair of terrible 
passes. 

One, trailing 3-0 in the third 
quarter, was late and high to 
wide-open Brandin Cooks in the 
end zone; the other, trailing 10-3 
with 4:17 left in the fourth quar¬ 
ter, was high under pressure for 
an easy interception by Patriots 
cornerback Stephen Gilmore that 
essentially ended the game. 

“I know I definitely have a lot to 
learn from this one,” said Rams 
coach Sean McVay, who, at 33, is 
exactly half the age of Belichick. 

McVay has been the flavor of 
the month in the copycat NFL. 
Other teams have hired away 
three of his assistant coaches over 
the last two years, as the league 
tries to catch up with his new¬ 


fangled offense that cracked 30 
points in 13 games this season. 

On Sunday, it managed one 53- 
yard field goal from Greg Zuer- 
lein and didn’t take a snap inside 
the New England 20. 

Gilmore’s interception came 
minutes after Brady engineered 
the game’s lone touchdown 


drive. 

It was five plays and included 
four straight completions: 18 
yards to Rob Gronkowski, 13 
yards to Julian Edelman, seven 
yards to backup running back 
Rex Burkhead, then a 29-yard 
teardrop placed perfectly into 
the arms of Gronkowski, who was 


double-covered. Sony Michel ran 
it in from 2 yards for the touch¬ 
down with 7 minutes left. 

“We couldn’t get points on the 
board for one reason or another,” 
Brady said, “but in the end, it 
feels a lot better than last year, 
when we did get some points on 
the board.” 

Last year, the Patriots fell 41- 
33 to Philly in a back-and-forth 
thriller that essentially featured 
one good defensive play: a sack 
and strip on Brady by Eagles 
defensive end Brandon Graham 
with the clock running down. 

The year before, the Patriots 
scored 31 points in the second 
half and overtime for a riveting 
34-28 comeback win over Atlanta 
and title No. 5. 

Then, this. 

On a day when New England 
held LA running back Todd Gur¬ 
ley to 35 yards, when LA couldn’t 
muster a drive longer than five 
plays for nearly three quarters, 
and when LA’s Johnny Hekker 
(eight punts, 46.3 yard average) 
was his team’s most effective 
player, a 10-point lead at the end 
felt like a million. 

“It’s a beautiful thing, man,” 
said New England cornerback 
Jason McCourty. 

And a game only the Patriots 
could love. 


Scoreboard 


Sunday 

Patriots 13, Rams 3 

New England 0 3 0 10-13 

L.A. Rams 0 0 3 0—3 

Second Quarter 

NE-FG Gostkowski 42, 10:29. 

Third Quarter 

La-FG Zuerlein53, 2:11. 

Fourth Quarter 

NE—Michel 2 run (Gostkowski kick), 
7:00. 

NE-FG Gostkowski 41, 1:12. 

A-70,081. 

NE La 

First downs 22 14 

Total Net Yards 407 260 

Rushes-yards 32-154 18-62 

Passing 253 198 

Punt Returns 2-2 2-12 

Kickoff Returns 1-38 1-27 

Interceptions Ret. 1-0 1-0 

Comp-Att-Int 21-35-1 19-38-1 

Sacked-Yards Lost 1-9 4-31 

Punts 5-43.0 9-46.3 

Fumbles-Lost 1-0 1-0 

Penalties-Yards 3-20 9-65 

Time of Possession 33:10 26:50 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 

RUSHING-New England, Michel 18-94, 
Burkhead 7-43, Edelman 1-8, Patterson 
2-7, White 2-4, Brady 2-(minus 2). Los 
Angeles, Gurley 10-35, C.Anderson 7-22, 
Woods 1-5. 

PASSING-New England, Brady 21-35- 
1-262. Los Angeles, Goff 19-38-1-229. 

RECEIVING-New England, Edelman 
10-141, Gronkowski 6-87, Burkhead 2-15, 
Patterson 2-14, White 1-5. Los Angeles, 
Cooks 8-120, Woods 5-70, Reynolds 3-28, 
C.Anderson 2-12, Gurley l-(minus 1). 

MISSED FIELD GOALS-New England, 
Gostkowski 46. Los A ' 


ew Englan 

Zuerlein 4i 

2019 Super Bowl records 

RECORDS SET 


Most Yards Passing, Career — 2,838, 
Tom Brady, New England. 

Most Passing Attempts, Career — 392, 
Tom Brady, New England. 

Most Passing Compietions, Career 

— 256, Tom Brady, New England. 

Most Games, Career, Piayer — 9, Tom 
Brady, New England. 

Most Games, Career, Head Coach — 9, 
Bill Belichick, New England. 

Most Games Winning Team, Piayer 

— 6, Tom Brady, New England. 

Most Games Winning Team, Head 
Coach — 6, Bill Belichick, New England. 

Longest Punt — 65 yards, Johnny Flek- 
ker, L.A. Rams vs. New England 

Oldest Starting QB, Winning Team 

— 41, Tom Brady, New England. 

Oldest Head Coach, Winning Team 

— 66, Bill Belichick, New England. 

Team 

Most Super Bowl Appearances — 11, 

New England. 

Fewest Points, Both Teams — 16, New 

England (13) vs. L.A. Rams (3) (Old re¬ 
cord: 21, Miami 14, Washington 7, 1973) 
Fewest Points, Game, Winning Team 

— 13, New England vs. L.A. Rams (Old re¬ 
cord: 14, Miami vs. Washington, 1973) 

Fewest TDs, Game, Both Teams — 1, 
New England (1) vs. L.A. Rams (0) 

Fewest PATs, Game, Both Teams — 1, 
New England (1) vs. L.A. Rams (0) 

Fewest Kickoff Returns, Game, Both 
Teams — 2, New England (1) vs. L.A. 
Rams (1) 

Most Consecutive Drives Ending With 
A Punt, Game — 8, L.A. Rams 
RECORDS TIED 
Individual 

Most Field Goals, Career — 7, Stephen 
Gostkowski, New England. 

Most Punt Returns, Career — 8, Julian 
Edelman, New England. 

Most Games Won — 6, New England 
(Tied: Pittsburgh) 

Fewest Points, Game — 3, L.A. Rams vs. 
New England (Tied: Miami/Dallas, 1972) 
Fewest TDs, Game — 0, L.A. Rams. 
Most First Downs By Penalty, Game 

— 4, New England. 

Fewest TDs, Passing, Game, Both 
Teams — 0, New England vs. L.A. Rams. 



Carolyn Kaster/AP 


Los Angeles Rams head coach 
Sean McVay, left, watches from 
the sideline during the first half 
of Super Bowl Llll on Sunday in 
Atlanta. The Rams lost 13-3. 
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Reliable receiver Edelman named MVP 


By Dennis Waszak Jr. 

Associated Press 

ATLANTA — Julian Edelman was 
forced to watch only as a spectator as his 
disappointed New England Patriots team¬ 
mates trudged off the field a year ago as 
Super Bowl losers. 

Catch after catch in this one, Tom Brady’s 
favorite wide receiver helped make them 
winners again. 

“It’s pretty surreal,” Edelman said, 
shaking his head. “Tough times don’t last, 
tough people do. I preach that, and, I guess 
you have to live to it.” 

Edelman certainly did Sunday night, 
earning Super Bowl MVP honors with 10 
receptions for 141 yards while helping lift 
the Patriots to a 13-3 victory over the Los 
Angeles Rams. 

“My name was called,” he said. “I was 
asked to make a couple plays and we were 
able to do that.” 

Edelman and Brady made one final con¬ 
nection — at midfield with confetti flying 
around them. They embraced for several 
moments — eyes filled with the tears of 
champions. 

“The hug was just two Bay Area boys that 
love football, love to compete and are hving 
out our dreams,” Edelman said before tak¬ 
ing a second to clarify one small detail. 

“I think he held me,” the bushy-bearded 
Edelman said with a big grin. “I didn’t hold 
him.” 

It was an incredibly satisfying ending to 
a big-time comeback season for Edelman, 



John Bazemore/AP 


The Patriots' Julian Edelman kisses 
the Vince Lombardi trophy on Sunday. 
Edelman was named the Most Valuable 
Player in the 13-3 win over the Rams. 

a guy considered by Brady to be like a little 
brother — some teammates even jokingly 
say they have a “bromance” — and widely 
regarded as one of the greatest slot receiv¬ 
ers in league history. 

And, he was at it again against the 
Rams. 

Reliable and steady. All night long. 

“He’s a fighter, man, that kid,” Brady 
said. “I’m just so proud of him. He’s been 
an incredible player for this team in the 
playoffs and he just cemented himself, 
again, in the history of the NFL for what 
his accomplishments are.” 

Even when things weren’t working early 


for the Patriots, Edelman kept the offense 
going and the clock rolling as a safety 
valve for Brady. Eight of his catches were 
for first downs, including a 13-yard grab 
during the go-ahead touchdown drive with 
7 minutes left in the game. 

“Julian always gives us those kinds of 
plays,” coach Bill Belichick said. “Tough 
plays, tough catches, catch-and-run plays, 
breaking tackles for a few extra yards. He 
did a tremendous job.” 

It has been a long journey back to this 
point for Edelman, who missed all of last 
season after tearing a knee ligament in 
New England’s third preseason game. 

What he did in this Super Bowl was ex¬ 
actly what the Patriots’ offense was missing 
in last year’s 41-33 loss to Philadelphia. 

“I mean, injuries are psychologically so 
hard for an athlete because you don’t get 
to do what you love to do,” Edelman said. 
“When your team’s going out there and 
playing in the Super Bowl and you don’t 
get to help or you were not a factor, it was 
definitely very tough.” 

Edelman was forced to sit out the first 
four games of this season for violating the 
NFL’s policy on performance enhancers. 

And, then, it was uncertain as to wheth¬ 
er the 32-year-old receiver would be as 
productive and effective as he had been 
throughout his career with the Patriots. 

Turned out, he was as good as ever. 

Not bad for the one-time quarterback 
at Kent State who became the right-hand 
man for arguably the NFL’s greatest 
signal-caller. 


“Oh, man, I am so proud of Jules,” fellow 
receiver Chris Hogan said. “I don’t really 
have a lot of words to describe what Julian 
did today. Where he has been and what he’s 
had to battle and what he has had to over¬ 
come, I’m really proud of him.” 

Edelman finished the regular season 
with 74 catches and a team-high 850 re¬ 
ceiving yards with six touchdowns. He 
kept it going through New England’s first 
two playoffs games, hauling in 16 catches 
for a team-high 247 yards. 

The Patriots led the Rams just 3-0 at 
halftime, but Edelman was a big reason 
for that. He tied a Super Bowl record with 
seven of his catches in the first two quar¬ 
ters for 93 yards as New England outgained 
Los Angeles 195-57. 

Edelman also tied Dallas’ Michael Irvin 
for the second-most 100-yard receiving 
games in the postseason with six, just two 
behind Jerry Rice’s NFL record. 

“He’s an elite player,” Rams defensive 
tackle Ndamukong Suh said. “He plays 
hard, found some holes in our defense in 
the first half and pretty much the third 
quarter.” 

Brady had won four of the MVP awards 
in the Patriots’ previous five Super Bowl 
victories. 

It seemed only fitting that Edelman 
walked off the field with this one. 

Yep, little brother came up big on the 
biggest stage. 

“I’m pretty ecstatic,” Edelman said. 
“I’m emotionally pooped. I’m physically 
and emotionally pooped.” 


Gronk plays key 
role in Pats’ drive 



David J. Phillip/AP 


The Patriots’ Rob Gronkowski catches a pass in front of the Ranis’ Cory Littleton and Marcus Peters, 
left, during the second half of the Super Bowl on Sunday in Atlanta. 


By Eddie Pells 

Associated Press 

ATLANTA — For five plays, 
and for 2 minutes, 49 seconds, Tom 
Brady looked like Tom Brady and 
the Patriots offense looked hke the 
one that cruised up and down the 
field for most of the season. 

Turns out, that’s all they 
needed. 

On a day that knocked two of 
the NFL’s highest-flying scor¬ 
ing machines back into the 1970s 
— or ‘50s — Brady mustered one 
good drive when it mattered. 

He went 4-for-4, including a 
perfect teardrop pass nestled into 
the hands of Rob Gronkowski, to 
set up the game’s only touchdown 
on the way to a 13-3 victory over 
the Los Angeles Rams. 

New England won its record- 
tying sixth Super Bowl title. 
Brady became the first player to 
win six rings. All on the strength 
of one measly touchdown — in the 
lowest-scoring Super Bowl ever. 

“We could’ve played better 
offensively,” Brady said, “but 
the reality is, you get into these 
games and you just need to figure 
out a way to win it.” 

Make no mistake — they won 
it with defense. And kicking. And 
Julian Edelman, the diminutive 
receiver who found gaps in the Los 
Angeles zone and caught a game- 
high 10 passes for 141 yards. 

“The defense was unreal,” 
Edelman said. “They should be 
the MVP.” 


Brady, who has won that award 
four times, was fine — but noth¬ 
ing more — until the drive that 
began with 9:49 remaining, with 
the game tied at 3 in the first 
Super Bowl to go three quarters 
without a touchdown. 

He hit Gronkowski for 18 yards, 
found Edelman in the zone for 
13. He threw a dump-off pass to 
Rex Burkhead for seven. Then, 
the best pass of the day — the 29- 
yard completion to Gronkowski, 
who was double-covered and had 
Rams linebacker Cory Littleton 
practically dragging him to the 
ground as he made the catch. 

“Tom threw it to me and I had 
to make a play,” Gronkowski said. 
“I just come through whenever 
it’s that time. He knows to trust 
in me.” 

If this was the farewell perfor¬ 
mance for the Patriots tight end, 
he went out in playmaking style. 

Was it his biggest catch ever? 

“You tell me,” Gronkowski 
said. “It’s up there. I like making 
big catches like that.” 

Sony Michel took the handoff on 
the next play for a 2-yard score. 
Anyone who had only tuned in for 
that drive might have wondered 
what all the fuss — and all the 
yawning — was about. 

For anyone outside of lineback¬ 
ers, defensive coordinators and 
people who bet the under (56y2 
points), this was ugly. 

Brady and the Patriots looked 
nothing hke the team that aver¬ 
aged more than 27 points a game 


this season, that put up 37 points 
against the Chiefs in the AFC title 
game, that didn’t aUow a sack in 
the two playoff games leading to 
the trip to Atlanta. 

Brady finished 21-for-35 for 
262 yards and an interception. He 
got sacked once but harassed a 
lot more by Rams defenders. The 
Rams would’ve gladly said ‘yes’ if 
someone had told them they’d give 
up just 13 points to the league’s 
biggest big-game quarterback. 

On this day, though, 13 points 


were plenty for the Pats. 

But what a far cry this was 
from two years ago, when the Pa¬ 
triots scored 31 points in the sec¬ 
ond half and overtime for a 34-28 
come-from-behind win over At¬ 
lanta and title No. 5. Or even last 
year, when they moved up and 
down the field with the Eagles, 
but lost 41-33. 

“We couldn’t get points on the 
board for one reason or another,” 
Brady said, “but in the end, it 
feels a lot better than last year. 


when we did get some points on 
the board.” 

Gronkowski was seen limping 
out of Mercedes-Benz Stadium 
after the game after injuring a 
quadriceps muscle on a hit in the 
third quarter. 

Gronkowski has danced around 
the question of retirement when¬ 
ever the question has come up, but 
he’s due $9 million in base salary 
next season — a hefty amount for 
an aging player whose health will 
always be a concern. 
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New England wins 
6th championship 
in throwback style 

By Eddie Pells 

Associated Press 

ATLANTA 

G raying but still gritty, Tom 
Brady, Bill Belichick and the 
Patriots came to the Super 
Bowl intending to stave off, for 
at least one more game, the inevitable on¬ 
slaught of the NFL’s future. 

Job well done. 

Pro football never looked flatter, older 
and more stuck in the days of the VCR 
than it did Sunday. 

In a Super Bowl only 
New England could 
love, the Patriots won 
their sixth title by 
lumbering their way 
to a 13-3 victory over 
the Los Angeles Rams 
— that young, brash, 
high-flying team with 
the 33-year-old coach 
and the 24-year-old quarterback who 
were, we thought, changing football be¬ 
fore our very eyes. 

If only we could’ve kept them open. 
Among the Super Bowl records set: 
Fewest points by both teams (16); fewest 
points by the winning team (13); fewest 
combined points through three quarters 
(6); most consecutive drives ending with 
a punt (8 by the Rams); longest punt (65 
yards). 

SEE GRIT ON PAGE 30 


Inside: 

Reliable 
Eidelman 
wins MVP 

Page 31 


By the numbers 


Points scored by both teams in 
Super Bowl UN between the 
New England Patriots and 
the Los Angeles Rams, the 
fewest in NFL history. 
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